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2012 CRU Vineyard Montage Pinot Noir won Double Gold with 
an impressive 94 points! Not to be outdone, a second wine 
in the CRU Collection of Pinot Noirs, the 2012 Richards 
Pinot Noir from Santa Maria Valley, also took a 

Double Gold and also with 94 points. I 



Taste the wine that won the 
heart of San Francisco 

Order online at cruwinecompany.com 
or by calling the winery at 
559-673-6372 in Madera, CA. 
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^ At the 35th Annual International Wine Competition | 

fc recently held at Hotel Nikko in downtown San Francisco, the |l 
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When in Central California, plan a visit to 
the beautiful CRU Wine Company tasting room. 
Open daily 11 am-5 pm. 
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Thankful at Sixty 



I F memory serves, I first heard 
about National Review watch- 
ing Firing Line in the 1980s. I 
went down to the local drugstore look- 
ing for a copy, and to my chagrin it 
carried The New Republic, not NR. I 
had to resort to my high- school library, 
where they had copies in those old 
hard vinyl binders. The first issue I 
remember had a cover story on the 
Kissinger Commission on Central 
America (not exactly the most allur- 
ing subject matter). 

As was the case for so many of our 
readers (some of them share their sto- 
ries of their first copy of the magazine 
in this issue), NR was an education. 
An earnestly active reader, I under- 
lined what seemed the most important 
bits. Whenever I didn’t understand 
something, I took it as a challenge, not 
an affront. I used NR as a bibliography 
for a conservative education, finding 
my way to Henry Hazlitt, C. S. Lewis, 
Whittaker Chambers, and others 
through its pages. 

I kept each issue as if it were a col- 
lectible and steadily built my pile of 
NRs. We occasionally get calls from 
subscribers who have done the same 
thing and ask whether we have some 
use for the years’ worth of issues they 
have accumulated. (In case you are 
wondering: If they are from before 
2000, yes, we do.) 

For me, and for so many of you, 
NR is more than a magazine. It is a 
cause and a community. With this 
issue, we mark 60 years of our joint 
enterprise, undertaken with you, 
our readers. 

We interrupt our regularly sched- 
uled programming — this issue has no 
Week, no columns, and no book re- 
views — to mark the occasion with 
dozens of interesting and brilliant peo- 
ple writing about our civilization and 
our politics, as well as their own intel- 
lectual development. 



If there is a sense of being embat- 
tled to much of it, that’s to be expected. 
Our situation isn’t as dire as it was in 
the Cold War, when we were facing 
down nuclear-armed totalitarianism, 
but it is dire in different ways. Liberty, 
the rule of law, and high cultural stan- 
dards aren’t inevitable or even natural, 
at least to judge by the experience of 
most of human history, and will al- 
ways be under threat from enemies 
foreign and domestic. 

Our defense of them should be 
high-spirited — always clear-eyed, but 
never depressive. Bill Buckley liked 
to say that to despair is a sin. 

One of his most important themes 
was gratitude. This is as good a time 
as any for me to express some of my 
own: Thank-you to all of you for 
reading, and — to many of you — for 
contributing above and beyond the 
price of a subscription to keep us 
afloat; thank-you to all of our editors 
and other staff, who make it possible 
to put the magazine to bed fortnightly 
and publish constantly online; thank- 
you to our publisher. Jack Fowler, 
who has the heart of an angel and the 
accent of a cop from Bronx Precinct 
52, and who has poured himself into 
NR for 25 years now; and thank-you 
to our writers — they have ensured 
that my education via the pages of NR 
has never ended. 

When Bill Buckley was still with 
us, I made a point of occasionally drop- 
ping him a note thanking him for the 
privilege of editing his baby. You will 
sometimes hear sports enthusiasts 
say that when they get into sports as 
a profession — say, a baseball fan 
joins a team’s front office — the game 
loses some of its charm. But I have 
never entirely lost the sense of wonder 
at this little magazine that I felt when 
I first discovered it decades ago. 

— Rich Lowry 
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Onward 



S IXTY yearsago,WFB saidofthisbrand-newjour- 
nalthatit“standsathwarthistory,yellingStop” — 
in the spirit not of a bearded zealot carrying a 
hand-lettered sign, but of serious advocates who 
hadbetterideasandpracticalsuggestionsforachievingthem. 

Howmuchhasbeenachieved.TheRepublicanparty,theall- 
too-human vessel of most conservative politicking, is more 
conservativethanatanytimesincethe 1920s, possiblymore 
intelligentthanatanytimesincetheCivilWar,and, interms 
of offices held, in Congress and state capitals, impressively 
succes sful . In the world of high-end deep thinking , the man- 
aged economy envisaged by John Maynard Keynes is no 
longertheuniversallyacceptedideal,andsocialismisnotthe 
Great Good Place where economists keep their consciences . 
Careful reasoning and painful experience have taught useful 
lessons . Most important, the Soviet Union and its Eastern 
Europeanempire — whatNRcalledbackinl 95 5“thecentury ’ s 
mostblatantforceofsatanicutopianism” — isamemory,hav- 
ingendede venbef orethecenturydid Aleks andrS olzhenit sy n 
and Lech Walesa, Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher, 
Mikhail Gorbachev and Boris Yeltsin and John Paul II all 
playedmajorrolesinthisastonishingdenouement.Weplayed 
ouro wnrole , smallerbutvital . 

At60,peoplestartthinkingofearlyretirement.NRdoesnot 
have that luxury. Old challenges remain or have mutated, 
whilenewonesarise. 

Because error is evergreen, the economics of Santa Claus 
stillwinsvotesAswegotopress,onecandidateintheDemo 
craticpresidentialracecallshimselfasocialistwhileanother 
smilesandcallsherselfprogressive.Conservativesmeanwhile 
mustconsiderhowafreesocietycanfindproductiveworkfor 
the mas s of men and women who are not and never will be 
tech- s a V vy . Too many in the bu sine s s community would s ay : 
Importforeign workers, whowilllaborforevenless.Butthat 
isnotanoptionforarepublicancitizenry. 

There may be more freedom and variety at the heights of 
certainacademicdisciplines,butthemassoftheteachingpro- 
fession,fromcollegeondown,isinbondagetoacrazedethic 
ofsexualandracialfavoritism.Itusesthelanguageofequality 
butseekstocreateapatchworkoffiefdoms,likeBantustansin 
apartheid-era South Africa. Student debt may bring colleges 
down,butwillthesurvivorsintherubbleknowbetter? 

Theelectionofablackpresidenthasdonenothingforracial 
healing.ThemoreAmericanstalkaboutrace,thelesstheysay. 
Even as theblackpopulation shrinks relative to the whole , it 
remains the political property of turf-protectors and hustlers, 
whileconservativeshavehardlytriedappealingtoit(andwhat 
benefit,intheshortrun,isthere?). 

lay boy magazine, two years our senior, announced that it 
willnolongerrunpicturesofnakedwomen.Thatisbecause 
doing soisno w superfluous , the sexualre volutionhavingbe 
come an empire, omnipresent and unshakeable. Neither cul- 
turenorlawanylongerrespectstheidealthatchildrendeserve 
afatherandamother,andtheSupremeCourthasreadthenew 



dispensation into the Constitution. Fifty-six million human 
beings have been consumed by the abortion Moloch . After a 
generationoflegalizedabortion,pollsshowsentimenttuming 
againstit,evenamongtheyoung.Willittakeanothergenera- 
tionbef ore westopbleedingli ves , andhumanity ? 

Although the world is free of an international Communist 
movement,China(stillCommunist)andRussia(nowPutinist) 
behave like amoral great powers. More dangerous, because 
unconstrained by ordinary calculations of survival, is Islamist 
terror. The Soviet Union never killed 3 ,000 Americans in one 
morning. Anuclear-armedIranoranuclear-armedlSISmay 
doitagain,orworse.Tomeetbothchallenges,theUnitedStates 
needsalarge,re sihentmilitaryandaforeign-pohcyestablishment 
thatkno ws whoourenemiesare . 




Weliveinanageoffaith.TheCatholicChurchhasbeenener- 
gizedbyrecentpopes , andthe worldwideEvangelicalrevival 
continues.(MainlineProtestantchurchesandEastemOrthodoxy 
are less healthy, afflicted by liberalism and caesaro-papism 
respectively.) Islam too partakes of the revival, in noxious 
forms ,leavingatrailofcorpses — mostofthemChristian — atits 
periphery,and — whenSunnisbattleShiites — within. Sec tor sof 
the Western world meanwhile give themselves to pseudo- 
religions — Earth worship and, among a handful of contrari- 
ans, thenew atheism. Religiousconflictisgenerally deadly, 
al way sconfusing . 

So every other week in print, and daily online, N ational 

Review willtrytosortitallout — andtohaveagoodlaugh,and 
tohonorbeautyandpoetrywhenwefindthem.Whynotbein 
goodspirits,whenweenjoythesupportofourreaders,thefree- 
dominAmericatodowhatwedo,andthegraceofGodforboth? 

— TheEditors 



Editor’s Note: The next issue of National Review 
will appear in three weeks. 
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A Clarion Call: 

Re-institute a National Strategy and Policy of “Peace Through Strength” 

A message from Brigadier General Donald B. Smith, U.S. Army (Ret.) 
and the American Security Council Foundation 

A Clarion Call to arms to urge our national leaders to re-institute a national strategy of Peace 
Through Strength. 

As we approach a very special time of year, which includes Veterans Day, Thanksgiving, and the 
Hanukkah/Christmas holiday season, we should count our blessings that we live in the United 
States of America, the beacon of freedom, hope, and justice. Our quality of life and standard of 
living is the envy of the world. The United States is a 239-year-old experiment in democracy that 
has set the bar for the peaceful expression of human liberty. We have achieved this by adhering 
to the sacred principles laid down by our forefathers in our founding document, the Declaration 
of Independence, and our governing document, the United States Constitution. 

However, as the Chairman of the Board of the American Security Council Foundation, I am 
deeply concerned that our beloved country is meandering down the wrong road. Our standard of living is sagging, and our free- 
doms are under increasing assault. People are losing faith in the government that has led us down this troubling path. 




Let me share with you a few examples of why I am so concerned. 



How can the United States turn its back on our greatest ally in the Middle East, Israel, and negotiate a fatally flawed nuclear deal 
with our greatest regional adversary, Iran, that puts our national security at risk and makes our people less safe? 



How can the United States allow Russian President Vladimir Putin and the communist leadership of China assume preeminent 
roles in international relations, overshadowing U.S. global leadership? 



How can a great nation continue to outlive its means to the extent that the national debt is approaching 20 trillion dollars? 

How can the greatest country in the history of mankind cut its military strength to pre -World War II levels when the world is 
increasingly unstable and international terrorists are gaining more capability to commit acts of terror right here in our homeland? 

“We the People” must take control of our country, stop apologizing for American exceptionalism, and reassert U.S. global leader- 
ship. We must set an example for other countries to join us in the fruits of a free market economy, while also building in safe- 
guards to protect the less fortunate in our society. 



The United States needs to stop apologizing and start leading. We must return to the strategy of Peace Through Strength under 
which Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush brought about the collapse of the Soviet Union and victory in the Cold 
War. We urgently need to reshape our foreign and defense policies based on the four pillars of economic strength, diplomatic 
strength, military strength, and moral leadership. 



The American Security Council Foundation urges all Americans to contact their members of Congress and to remind them of the 
importance of a strong military. We must urge them to stop crippling defense cuts, and to take action to insure that the United 
States of America continues to foster the best equipped, the best trained and best led military in the entire world. 



We urge you to join the American Security Council Foundation in reinstituting a national strategy and foreign policy of Peace 
Through Strength. America’s best days can still be ahead of us, and the United States can remain the beacon of freedom, hope 
and justice for the entire world. Let’s all work together to keep America free and strong! 



Approved by the Board of Directors of the American Security Council Foundation 




Donald B. Smith 

Brigadier General, U.S. Army (Ret.) 
Chairman of the Board 



Dr. Henry A. Fischer 
President & CEO 



Frederick J. Kroesen 
General, U.S. Army (Ret.) 
Vice President 
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YUVAL LEVIN 

still 

Thwarting 

History 



W HEN helaunchedN ational Review 60yearsago, 
WilliamF.BuckleyJr.famouslydeclaredamnten- 
tionnottomakehistorybuttohaltit.Themaga- 
zine, he asserted, “stands athwart history, yelling 
Stop.” We conservatives know this old quip so well that we 
rarely stoptotakeit seriously. And we know, too, that simply 
stoppingtheLeftwasneverthesumofBuckley’sambitions,and 
couldnever be enough for us . But althoughit was not all that 
modemconservatismwasbomtodo,defyingthenotionthatthe 
arcofliistorybendslefthasalwaysbeenanimportantpartofour 
missionontheright,anditmatterstodayasmuchasever. 

IntheeraofNR’sbirth,conservativesconfrontedaliberalism 
thatwasinsufferablyarrogantinaparticularwayilttookitself 
tobeinconfidentpossessionoftheonlyreliablevisionofthe 
futureandsotobeworkingmerelytohastenitsinevitablevic- 
tory.In 1 95 5 ,thisconceitstillcarriedtheunmistakablestench 
ofitsMarxistorigins , andso stillhinted,ifvaguely, atabelief 
in Historical forces (with a capital “H”) that possessed their 
own independent trajectory. An immense array of ponderous 
pseudo-philosophicalparaphernaliawasstillemployedinthe 
efforttomakethecaseforsuchforcesseemprofoundAndseri- 
ousconservativesatmidcenturydevotedmuchenergytocom- 



bating that lingering belief in determinism and the disdain it 
evincedforhumanliberty. 

Sixdecadeslater,conservativesmigh1beforgivenforimagin- 
ingthatatleastthaq^articularbattlehasbeenwon.Communism 
isessentiallyextinguished,andalmostnooneoutsidethesenior 
leadership of the British Labour party now admits to looking 
back upon it fondly. Precocious teenagers don’t impress one 
anotherbyopiningonfalseconsciousnes s .Eveninthemostlib- 
eralprecincts of the academy, earnest determinismhas mostly 
been replaced by technocratic s wagger or an easy going deca- 
dence — serious butlesservices.Frenchmenprophesyingclass 
conflictarestilladoredwithoutbeingread,butsurely ‘ ‘History’ ’ 
isnolongeroumemesis . 

Andy etperhap s we shouldn ’ tbe so sure . InAmerica, where 
outrightsocialism(letaloneCommunism)neverfullytookroot, 
the Left has long been essentially welfare-statist in practice, 
whichmeansitsconfidenceinhistoryhasnotbeenaboutclass 
struggle, exactly, but about a sense of where the relationship 
betweenthestateandthepeoplewasheadedAmericanliberals 
havelongbeenguided,atleastimplicitly,bywhatwemightnow 
calltheidealofsocialdemocracy. 

This ideal holds that the market economy must be meticu- 
lously managed by strict regulation and its consequences 
addressed by robust transfers. From birth to death, citizens 
should be ensconced in a series of protections and benefits : 
universal child care, universal health care, universal public 
schooling and higher education, welfare benefits for the poor, 
generouslaborprotectionsforworkers,dexterousmanagement 
oftheleversoftheeconomytoeasethecyclesofboomandbust, 
skillfuldirectiono§)ublicfundstospurprivateproductivityand 
efficiency. Each will be overseen by a competent andrational 
bureaucracy, and the whole will make for a system that is not 
onlybeneficentbutunifyinganddignifying,andthatenablesthe 
pursuitofcommonnationalgoalswhilealsoliberatingindivid- 
ualsfromoppressivesocialstricturesandfromacripplingmate- 
rialdependenceonfamilyandcommunity. 

Thisvisionhasimplicitlyshapedourpoliticsformostofthe 
past century. Much of it has been enacted, but not all, and of 
coursewithdecidedlymixedresults.TheLefthaslongactedon 
thepremisethatadvocatesofthisvieware,asliberalssometimes 
actuallysay,‘ ‘ontherightsideofliistory,”andthatstepsalongthe 
social-democratic trajectory constitute progress while steps in 
anyotherdirectionamounttoretrenchment. 

Liberalshavebeeninthehabitofthinkingthiswayforsolong 
thatmanyhavecometotakeboththemeansandtheendsofthe 
social-democratic vision for granted and to defend our portly 
welfarestateasthoughitwereidenticaltothebroadobjectives 
it purports to advance. Policies that would employ any tools 
otherthanthenationalstatearetakentobeunseriousabouttheir 
own goals . As the health-care debate of the last few years has 
shown,whenliberalslistentoconservativeproposals,theyoften 
don ’ t even hear an alternative — they j ust hear a “no” to their 
social-democraticvisionandreactaccordingly. 

Thismodeofjudgmentisimplicitinalotofmediacover- 
age of our policy debates, too . When liberal politicians pro- 
pose to add some missing piece to the social-democratic 
puzzle — universal pre-school, for instance, or free college 
tuition — journalists tend to greet their proposals as logical 
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nextstepsandthereactionsofconservativesandthebroader 

publicasatestofseriousness. 

Butbecausethesocial-democraticvisionblursthedistinction 
between means and ends, the Left advances an agenda that 
demandsanextraordinarylevelofconfidenceinthecompetence 
of go vernmentyet does not defend that confidence. Infact, it 
generally does not advance an argument for itself at all. The 
American Lefthas long since settled into a comfortable blind 



industrialgiantsandhomogenizingmassmediawouldrequirea 

governmentoflarge,bureaucraticinstitutionsofadministration. 

The economics underlying that approach was always dubious, 

andtheapproach’simplicationsforcivilsocietyandindividual 

libertywerealwaysominous,butinthatera,thisprogramcould 

easilyhaveseemedliketheshapeofthefuture. 

Ine veryrealmofoumationallifeexce ptforpolitics , though, 

wenowthinkaboutthefuturenotintermsofconsolidatedinsti- 



Conservativeswillneedtotreatliberalclaimstospeak 
forhistoryandprogress withthecontempttheydeserve. 



faithinitsagenda,andtheveryabsenceofatheoryofadminis- 

trationunderlyingthatagendaissometimesofferedasproofof 

itspragmatism. 

Yet the presc riptions of our social democrats are far from 
pragmatic.Theycallforcentralizedregulationandadministra- 
tionofvastswathsofAmericanlife,requirepublicspendingat 
levelsthat areplainlyunaffordable,andassumeadegreeo^ublic 
confidenceinournationalinstitutionsthatwehavenotseenin 
halfacentury.Indeed,thisiswhatnowstandsoutmostaboutthe 
social-democratic vision that implicitly guides the American 
Left: Althoughit offers itself as a vision of the future, it is an 
anachronism.Itishowthepastusedtothinkaboutthefuture. 

Thesocial-democraticvi sionwasbornintheageofindustri- 
alization, when, in our economy and culture, everything was 
becomingbiggerandmoreconsolidated.Itwasonlynatural,a 
centuryago,tothinkthatanAmericaincreasinglydominatedby 

MY FIRST ISSUE OF NR 

IfirstpickedupacopyofN ational Review asaCornell 
undergraduate,whenIgotsickoftherantingsofmyself- 
professedMarxisteconomicsprofessor.(Healsocaused 
me to investigate theChicagoandtheAustrianschools 
ofeconomics.) 

FindingN ational Review (andtheNR ulletin ,which 
appearedbetweenregularissues)didnothelpmy grade- 
point average. I went to the library to read prior issues, 
beginning with Vol. 1 ,No. 1 .Wheniresumed attending 
classes,uptodateonNR,twoweekshadpassed,andIwas 
behindinmycourses.Nopermanentharmdone,though; 
Istillgotintogradschool(justbarely). 

BillBuckley, Russell Kirk, and Will Herberg all visited 
the campus during my time there, and a local Young 
AmericansforFreedomchapterwasformedinresponseto 
theperceivedstuffinessandineffe ctivenessof“thegentle- 
men of the Right,” i.e. , the Cornell Conservative Club, 
which actually had tuxedo dinners with a guy playing 
Bachontheviolin.GuyslikemefromEastSt.Louisfelt 
alittleoutofplace. 
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tutions’expertlymanagingvast,uniformsystemsbutintermsof 
decentralized networks’ offering customized solutions while 
remainingsu bjecttoindividualchoice.Inthedecadessincethe 
endofWorldWar II, ourcultureandeconomyhave fractured, 
liberalized, and decentralized. For good and bad, they are in 
creasingly rooted in the ethic of expres si ve individualism and 
theepistemologyofdistributedknowledge. 

Apoliticsthatkeptupwiththesechangeswouldnotattempt 
to concentrate more power in vast administrative institutions 
but would seek to disperse it in ways that made for more- 
responsive,adaptivegovemment.Itwouldnotbuildprograms 
that required great public trust in our institutions when such 

trustisathistoriclows.Itwouldnotassaultthemediatinginsti- 
tutionsoflocalauthorityandcivilsocietybutwouldempower 
themtocounteractthedangersofourdiffusingeconomicorder 
and dissolving social norms. We are failing to do all of this, 
because the Left too often clings to the notion that the future 
mustlooklikeitdidinthepastandbecausetheRighttoooften 
abides the ide a that our political life is a recurring yes-or-no 
questionaboutsocialdemocracy. 

Todobetter,conservativeswillneedtotreatliberalclaims 
to speak for history and progress with the contempt they 
deserve : tomockthem, asBuckley did, andtoofferAmerica 
a theordcal and practical alternative, as the magazine he 
founded has done for threescore years . Conservatives today 
areuniquelywellposi tionedtodothis,sinceweinclinetothe 
dispersalofpower,wevaluecivilsociety’smediatinginstitu- 
tions , and we harbor great skepticism about both centraliza- 
tionandhyper- individualism. 

Wehave,inotherwords,thedispositiontowardgovernment 
thatunderliesourconstitutionalsystem.Progressivismarosein 
opposition to thatdisposition and that sy stem, whichtheLeft 
believedwerehopeles sly outof date. Buthistory,itturnsout, 
has been kinder to this constitutional vision than to the 
corfidence of thehistoricists AndaConstitution-mindedcon 
servatismthereforestandsonceagaintobeaforceformodem- 
izationinAmericanlifethroughthereinvigorationofoursystem 
ofgovernmentandtherecoveryoftheinsightsandinstincts 
thatundergirdit. 

It is a modernization that Ame rica now badly needs, and 

toward which conservatives should nowexert ourselves. Our 
chiefobstaclewillbeprogressiveswhostandathwartourpath 
yelling“History!” NR 
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CHARLES MURRAY 

The 

Regulators’ 

Yoke 



E arlier this year, I published a book called “By the 
People” thatlaidoutaplanforsystematiccivildis- 
(bedience of stupid and pointless regulations . It is a 
subversiveposition.Theruleoflawisthefoundationofciviliza- 
tionJtisespeciallyimportantforthoseoftiswhoaredevotedto 
freedom, becauseitisonlythroughtheruleoflawthatfreedom 
canbeprotected — atruththatJohnLockestatedwithultimate 
concision: “Wherever law ends, tyranny begins To advocate 
thatweunderminetheruleoflawisahairsbreadthfromtreason. 

Ihavebeenledtothispositionbywhatlbelievetobeatruth 
about where America stands : The federal government is no 
longer“us”but“them.”Itisnolongeranextensionofthepeo- 
ple through their elected representatives . It is no longer a 



Mr. Murray is the W H. Brady Scholar at the American Enterprise Institute. This 
essay draws on his hook By the People: Rebuilding Liberty without 
Permission. 



republican bulwark against the arbitrary use of power. It has 
becomeanentityuntoitself,separatedfromtheAmericanpeople 
andbeyondtheeffectivecontrolofthepoliticalprocess.Inthis 
situation, the foundational principles of our nation come into 
playiThegovernmentdoesnotcommandtheblindallegiance 
of the citizenry. Government is instituted to protect our un 
alienablerights .Themoredestructiveilbecomesofthoserights , 
thelessitcancalluponourallegiance. 

Iwon’ttrytolayoutthewholecaseforconcludingthatour 
duty ofallegiancehasbeenradically diminished — thattakesa 
few hundred pages . But let me summarize the ways in which 
thefederalgovemmenthasnotsimplybecomebiggerandmore 
intrusivesinceBillBuckleyfoundedN ational REViEW,buthas 
alsobecome‘ ‘them, ’’andnolongeranextensionof ‘us . ” 

Inl955,theyearN ationae Review was born, the federal 
government’sdomesticspending(i.e.,thetotalbudgetminus 
spendingondefenseandinterestonthenationaldebt)came 
to$ 1 87billionintoday ’sdollars.Itwasasmallamount,com- 
parativelyspeaking — domesticspendingin20 1 4isbudgeted 
at $3 trillion. The Code of Federal Regulations had 17,989 
pagesin 1955 ,les sthanatenthofthenumberofpagestoday. 
Butthenumbersdonotbegintoconveyhowsmallarolethe 
federalgovernmentplayedinnationallifeinl955compared 
withtoday.IthadnorolewhatsoeverinK-12educationand 
hardly anyinhighereducation.Itprovidednosupportfor, 
andexertednocontrolover,stateandlocallawenforcement. 
FederalpolicytowardthefamilyTTowardthepracticeofreli- 
gion? In 1955, the idea that the federal government could 
have “policies” on such topics didn’t occur to mostAmerf 
cans . To get a sense of ho w small arole the federal go vern- 
mentstillplay edinbusinessasof 1 95 5 ,considerthatonly a 
handful of corporations maintained any sort of presence in 
Washington,D.C. 

But even though the actual role of the federal government 
remained limited, its potential power had already been 
unleashedinwaysthatcouldnotbereversed.Inahandfulof 
landmarkdecisionsfroml 937to 1 942,theSupremeCourtdid 
not merely nudge the limits of government power. It erased 
someofthemostcrucialboundaries . 

In 1937, Helveringv. Davis explicitly held that the federal 
government could spend money on the “general welfare,” 
establishingthatthegovernment’spowerswerenotlimited 
to those enumerated in the Constitution. In 1938, Carolene 

Products didwhattheNinthAmendmenthadbeenintendedto 
prevent — itlimitedtherightsoftheAmericanpeopletothose 
that were explicitly mentioned in the Constitution and its 
amendments.Makingmattersworse,theCourtalsolimitedthe 
circumstancesunderwhichitwouldprotecteventhoseexphcitly 
namedrights.Inl942, Wickardv.Filburn completedtherein- 
terpretation of “commerce” so that the commerce clause be 
came, in the words of federaljudgeAlexKozinski, the “Hey, 
youcandoanythingyoufeellike”clause. 

Momentous as these decisions were, they were arguably 
not as crucial to the evolution of the federal government 
from“us”to“them”asthedecisionsthatledtotheregula- 
tory state . U ntil the 1 9 3 0 s , abody of j uri sprudence known 
asthe“nondel^ationdoctrine”hadputstrictlimitsonhow 
much power Congress could delegate to the executive 
branch.Theagenciesoftheexecutivebranchobviouslyhad 
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tobegivensomelatitudetointerpretthetextoflegislation, 
butCongresswasrequiredtospecifyan“intelligibleprinci- 
ple”wheneveritpassedalawthatgavetheexecutivebranch 
anew task. In 1943, National Broadcasting Co. v. United 
States dispensed with thatrequirement,holdingthatitwas 
okay for Congress to tell the Federal Communicd;ions 
Commission(FCC)towriteregulationsforallocat ingradio 
licenses “as public convenience, interest, or necessity 
requires” — an undefined, and hence unintelligible, princi- 
ple .AndsowenowliveinaworldinwhichCongresspass- 
eslawswithgrandiosegoals,looselydefined,anddelegates 
responsibility for interpreting those goals exclusively to 
regulatory agencies that have no accountability to the citi- 
zenryandonlylimitedaccountabilitytoth epresidentofthe 
UnitedStates. 

The de facto legislative power delegated to regulatory 
agenciesisonlyoneaspectoftheirillegitimacy.Citizenswho 
have no t been hit with an accu s ation of a violation may no t 
realizehowOrwelliantheregulatorystatehasbecome.Ifyou 
run afoul of an agency such as the FCC and want to defend 
yourself, youdon’tgotoaregularcourt.Yougotoan ad 
ministrativec ourtrunbytheagency.Youdon’ tgetajury.The 
caseisdecidedbyanadministrativejudgewhoisanemployee 
of the agency. You do not need to be found guilty bey ond a 
reasonable doubt, but rather by the loosest of all legal stan- 
dards, a preponderance of the evidence. The regulatory 
agencyisalsofreeofmanyoftherulesthatconstrainpolice 
andprosecutorsinthenormallegalsystem.Forexampl e,reg- 
ulatoryagenciesarenotrequiredtoshowprobablecausefor 
getting a search warrant. Aregulatory agency can inspect a 
property or place of business under broad conditions that it 
hassetforitself. 

There’ smuchmore,butitamountstothis : Regulatory agen- 
cies ,ortheregulatorydivisionswithincabinetagencies , operate 
asself-containedentitiesthatcreatedefactolawsthatCongress 
wouldneverhavepassedonanup-or-downvote.Theythenact 
asbothpoliceandjudgeinenforcingthelawstheyhavecreated. 
Itamountstoanextra-legalstatewithinthestate. 

I have focusedontheregulatorystatebecauseitnowlooms 
solargeindailylifeastohaveprovokedareactionthatcrosses 
political divides: American government isn ’t supposed to 
workthisway. 

The normal legal sy stemhas been complicit. Laws such as 

S arbanes-Oxley, theAffordableCareAct,andDodd-Frankare 
socomplicatedthattheyareimpossibletoobeywithoutapla- 
toonoflawyersensuringcompliance.Thetaxcodeisriddled 
withfavorsforpeoplewithconnectionsandfilledwithhazards 
forordinaryAmericans.TheDepartmentofJusticeiszealous 
in prosecuting political adversaries but somehow doesn’t get 
aroundtopr osecutingpoliticalfriends. American government 
isn 'tsupposedtoworkthisway. 

Washington now openly operates as a favors-for-money 
bazaar. Substitute “campaign contribution” for “bribe” and 
you can describe Washington with the same sentences that 
describehowtogetthingsdoneinaThirdWorldkleptocracy. 
Almostanythingispossibleifthecontributionisbigenough; 
nothing is possible without a c ontribution. “Cashing in” has 

becomeatermofarttodescribeatypicalcareerpathforsenior 
bureaucrats, elected officials, and Capitol Hill staff — parlay 



your years making a government salary into big bucks by 
going to work as alobbyist. American government isn 'tsup- 

posedtoworkthisway. 

Sofar,Ihaven’tmentionedPresidentObama,becausethe 
alienation of people from the federal government run s far 

deeper than the response to the current administration. But 
duringtheObamayears,wehaveseenachangeinthegov- 
ernment’srhetoric.Wethepeoplearenolongercelebratedas 
beingfineAmericansifwemakeanhonestlivingandmind 
ourownbusiness.Onthecontrary,manyofuswhothinkwe 
are making an honest living and minding our own business 
are told that we are selfish, greedy, racist, o r homophobic 

whenwehaven’ttheslightestinternalsensethatweareany 
of tho se things . The federal go vernment has changed from 
beingavehiclethroughwhichpresidentsandofficialscele- 
brate the American people to being a platform for a ruling 
class to hector and pester us about our shortcomings . This, 
too, helps explain why so many of us have shifted from a 
broad loyalty to and affection for the government to alien- 

ationandanger. 
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These are justsomeofthereasonstoconcludethatthefed- 
eralgovernmentoverthebOyearsofN ational REViEw’sexis- 
tencehasbecomeanentitywithagendasthathavenothingto 
dowithservingtheAmericanpeopleandeverythingtodowith 
thehealthandwell-beingofthefederalgovernmentitself.The 
lawyer andcommentator Philip K. Howard, writing from the 
politicalcenter,putitharshlybutaccurately:“Agroupthatno 
longer shares basic values withthe society is categorized by 
sociologistsasa ‘ de viantsubculture . ’Washingtonhasbecome 
ade viantsubculture . ’ ’ 

Inl958,threeyearsafterN ational Review beganpublica- 
tion, Gallupbeganto askanew question: “Howmuchofthe 
timedoyouthinkyoucantrustgovernmentinWashingtonto 
dowhatisright:Just aboutalways,mostof the time, or only 

someof the time?” Seventy-threepercent of the respondents 
said“justaboutalways”or“mostofthetime.”Aslateasl964, 

7 bpercentsoans wered.Thenthatpercentagebegantodecline . 

Inthemostrecentpoll,conductedin2014,ithaddwindledto 

ISpercent. 

When87percentofAmericansdonottrustthefederalgov- 
ernmenttodowhatisrightevenmostofthe time,itisobvious 
that the alienation does not break along party lines . When I 
propose systematic civil disobedience to regain some of our 
freedom, it is not against a government that has made a few 
unintentionalmisstepsandshouldbegiventhebenefitofthe 
doubt. The civil disobedience I propose is against a federal 
governmentthathasfullyearnedourdistrust. NR 
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VICTOR DAVIS HANSON 



Conservatism 
At a 

Crossroads 



I T isthebestandtheworstoftimesforconservatives Those 
who believe in fiscal responsibility, smaller government, 
individual freedom, strong defense, and reverence for 
WestemtraditionsandAmericancustomshavewonback 
bothhousesofCongress .Republicansenj oystrongmaj oritiesof 
the state legislatures and governorships. President Obama’s 
approvalratingsinthepollsregularlyfallbelow45percent.The 
public seems to tire of politically correct demagoguery, the 
dumbingdownofeveryissueintoamatterofthenoblepeople 
versustheselfishindividual. 

MostpollssuggestthatfarmoreAmericansseethemselvesas 
conservativethanasliberaLRedstatesrunmuchsmallerbudget 
deficitsdespitehavinglowertaxes.FewAmericansbelievethat 
statessuchasCalifomia,Illinois,andNewYork,orcitiessuch 
as Baltimore, Chicago, and Detroit, are paradigms of 21st- 
centurygoodgovemmentAbroad,statism — whetherthecrony- 
state capitalism of China or the paternalistic socialism of the 
EuropeanUnion — isincrisis . 

Butonfiscalanddefenseissues,conservativesremainweeds 
inanotherwiselargely liberalgarden. Defenseexpenditures as 
^ercentageofGDParesinkingtopre-WorldWarlllevels.The 
national debt will soon top $20 trillion; $500 billion annual 
deficits arenowhailedasproof of fiscal discipline. Inforeign 
policy,“leadingfrombehind’ ’andofferinga‘ ‘reset’ ’ofrelations 
with antagonistic states characterize America’ s retreat fromits 
traditionalpost-warleadership.Chaosfillsthevoid. 

The Affordable Care Act is transforming healthcare from a 
private enterprise into another government-run entitlement. 
Climate-change legislation, largely thwarted by congressional 
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resistance,isbeingimplementedbyexecutiveorderandbythe 
EPA’sfreelancingeffortstoshutdownfossil-fuelplants.Taxes 
have been raised — and are likely to rise again, given public 
reluctance to prune back unsustainable Social Security and 
Medicarespending . 

Onmanysocialanc^olitica]issues,conservatismisevenfurther 

strangled.Gaymarriagebyjudicialfiatissuddenlythelawofthe 

landandimposedintolerantlyonprivatebusinessesthatdareto 

objectonrehgiousgrounds.Halfthecountrybelievesinabortion 

ondemand,despiteperiodicrevelationsofthemacabrepractices 

ofaDr.GosnelloraPlannedParenthood.Bureaucraticregulations 

growattheexpenseofinarketsandpropertyrights.Enforcenent 

offederalimmigrationlawsinmanystatesisnonexistent. 

Thecommondenominatorofthenewlawlessnessisapercep- 
tion of social justice. Perceived equality and fairness determine 
whetheraparticularlawisenforcedorignored.Sanctuarycities 
declarethemselvesexemptfromfederalimmigrationlaws,even 
thoughnocommunitycouldrenouncetheEndangeredSpecies\ct 
orexemptitselffromfederallawsgoveminghandgunpurchases. 

Popular American culture — and indeed Western civilization 
fromEurope to the former British Commonwealth — is largely 
liberalProgressiveopponentsofreligioncriticizealiberalpope, 
whoadmonisheshisflockoneverythingfromclimatechangeto 
consumercapitalism,forbeingtooconservative.Art,literature, 
music,andarchitectureareevaluatedmostlythroughtheprism 
ofrace,class,andgender,andaccordingtothedegreetowhich 
theycontributetoprogressivechangeandequalityofoutcomes. 
HollywoodmoviesrarelyrefiectAmericanvalueso^atriotism, 
individualheroism,physicalcourage,orthedefenseoftradition 
and custom. Most American institutions — academia and the 
public schools, state and federal bureaucracies, the entertain- 
ment industry, j ournalism and the media, and philanthropic 
foundations — aredecidedlyliberal.Theircreedisagovemment- 
mandated parity and equality of result, ostensibly directed 
againsttheexerciseofpersonalchoiceandindividualliberty. 

Illegitimacyanddivorceratesarehigh,andbirthratesarelow. 

‘ ‘TheLifeoflulia,”anObama-campaignshdeshowaboutcradle- 
to-gravedependenceonfederalassistance,not LittleHouseon 
the Prairie , is thepreferred socialmodel. Gratuitous violence, 
sexual decadence, and cruelty are the stuff of popular video 
games andrapmusic .The graphic lyrics andshowmanshipof 
JayZandMileyCyrushavereplacedtheupbeatmessagesofthe 
FourTopsandtheBeachBoys;thelatteihadno±)eennecessarily 
antitheticaltoearliermusicalgenressuchasj azzandfolkmusic . 
Multiculturalseparatism,nottheoldAmericanideaofamelting 
pot,isthenorm;identitypoliticsdeliverfargreatercareerdivi- 
dendsforaracialandethniceliteharboringan array of griev- 
ancesthandoesassimilation. 

Inreactiontoallthis,theriseoftheTeaParty,constitutional 
conservatives, and outsider presidential candidates such as 
Donald Trump, Ben Carson, andCarly Fiorina may represent 
abouthalfthecountry,peoplewhoseangeratthedirectionof 
theircultureandpoliticshasgrown,especiallyduringtheyears 
oftheObamaadministration. 

Americans and perhaps Westerners in general sense that the 
leisureandaffiuencdhatfollowfromfreanarketsandconsensual 
government — especially the marriage of consumer capitalism 
withconstitutionallyprotectedfreedoms — havecreatedostenta- 
tiouswealthandhedonismthatcaneasilydescendintolicenseand 
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ennui. So powerful is the allure of the redistributive state — ^from 
convalescent care for seniors to Social Security payouts for Baby 
Boomers — that even conservatives don’t dare to question the 
expansion of government programs that are largely unfunded. 

So there is a conservative awareness that the direction of the 
West is neither healthy nor sustainable. But solutions give way 
to confusion and frustration, echoing the Roman irony that the 
remedy is felt to be worse than the disease. Several forces con- 
tribute to this trend toward ever-increasing government services 
and state-mandated redistribution. 

Globalization and worldwide instant communications have 
blurred national borders. Germans and Californians may have 
ample safety nets in place for their own poor. But if millions of 
migrants from impoverished failed societies reach their lands — 
and if the ordeal is televised to hundreds of millions — they are 
first felt to be obligated to accept “refugees” and then almost 
immediately held culpable for not ensuring near-instant parity. 
The disaster in Congo becomes, in Washington, a referendum on 
caring; those fleeing the Third World mess of Oaxaca are seen 
as California’s moral responsibility. 

Technology may redefine poverty even as it accentuates 
increasing anger over imparity. The abundance of mass-produced 
goods and electronic appurtenances has put the computing 
power of the late-20th-century rich into the palms of the under- 
class of 2015. Today a cheap Kia is by all measures a better car 
than a Mercedes of 20 years ago. Hot-water heaters, air condi- 
tioners, and central heating enable the American poor of 
Bakersfield to enjoy the same interior environments as those in 
$30 million beach homes in Malibu. Yet with this widespread 
material improvement comes only increased appetite — and 
increased anger over inequality. It matters not that the Kia of 
today is better than yesterday’s Mercedes if only the so-called 
rich can afford today’s Mercedes. 

America and the West in general are increasingly urbanized. 
Population density fuels more government. The self-reliance 
necessary to live a rural life, as the Founders saw, also provides 
a check on the natural tendencies of cities to grow, of popula- 
tions to homogenize, and of government to prune liberty. The 
collective dream of the Western planner is now high-density 
apartment buildings, mass transit, and government control and 
ownership of collective green spaces outside the urban core. 

Urbanism ensures romantic ignorance about nature and the 
countryside — and ultimately collective suicide: Techies in hik- 
ing boots and parkas confuse their day trips to Yosemite with 
back-to-nature purity and then agitate for regulatory protection 
of three-inch bait fish in the San Francisco Delta, to the point of 
cutting off the irrigation water that ensures the availability of the 
organic grapes and lettuce they buy at Whole Foods. Both envi- 
ronmentalism and notions of fairness are fueled by urban density 
and ultimately war against the logger, the farmer, the miner, and 
the rancher — and their creed of muscular autonomy, autarky, 
and a more realistic appraisal of nature. 

The challenge of conservatives is educational and informa- 
tional: not just to see Republicans take back the three branches of 
government, but also to explain to a new generation of Americans 
how their lives are daily being co-opted and triviahzed by an over- 
arching bureaucratic state and the attendant popular culture that 
it spawns. If, instead, we persist on the present course, America as 
we have known it will end not with a bang but a whimper. 
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J ^ A # HO lost the libertarians?” It’s a question you 
\ M hear a lot from conservatives of late. The 
W W reason should be obvious to anyone who has 
followed the conservative movement’s 
internecine intellectual frictions over the last decade — or 
decades. Self-described libertarians are a minority, even 
among the ranks of people one could properly describe as 
libertarian. On many, or even most, contentious public- 
policy issues — economics, gun rights, health care, free 
speech, regulation, constitutional interpretation — most sup- 
port for the libertarian position actually comes from people 
who describe themselves as conservatives. In other words, 
conservatives tend to be libertarian, but libertarians tend not 
to be conservative. 

And self-described libertarians are very keen on emphasiz- 
ing that distinction. They justifiably point to the areas, many of 
them quite significant, where the bulk of libertarians depart 
from the conservative consensus: foreign policy, drugs, gay 
rights, etc. Of course, the demarcations between these different 
camps are not hard and clearly defined. Many conservatives 
now — and even more in the past — hold the same convictions 
as libertarians on foreign policy and drugs and, to a lesser 
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National Review on Its 60* Anniversary 



Young Americas Foundation 
recognizes greatness when it sees 
it. And we believe it couldn’t 
be more evident and present in 
National Review. This is why 
we salute National Review on its 
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1955. You pen freedom’s cause, 
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for Americans. Your creation was 
no accident. Your greatness was 
destined since your founding. 
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conservatives at his home in 
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YAF to engage young people in the 
Conservative Movement. 
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important decisions.” 
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side-by-side. So here’s to 60, and 
God willing, 60 more! 

— Young America’s 
Foundation 
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extent, on is sues such as gay rights. But as a generalization, 
libertarians wanttohavetheirownidentity,separateanddis- 
tinct from that of conservatism. They ’re a bit like the Cana 
diansyoumeetabroadwhogotoalmostobsessivelengthsto 
showeveryonethattheyaren’tAmerican. 

Some conservatives feel the same way about libertarian- 
ism, but few are passionate about it. Conservative figures 
from William F. Buckley Jr. (who described himself in the 
suhitleofoneofhislastbooksasa“libertarianjournalist”) 
and Frank Meyer to Barry Goldwater and Ronald Reagan, 
straightdowntoourownCharlesC.W.Cooke,authorofthe 
recent Conservatarian Manifesto , have worked assiduously 
tofindcommongroundandcommonpurposewithourliber- 
tariancomrades. 

Most famously, Meyercreatedan entire philosophical pro- 

ject called “fusionism”toexplainwhyconservatismandliber- 
tarianismshouldremainj oinedatthehip .Inbrief ,hesaidthat 
a virtuous society must be a free society, because acts not 



\iilioiial 

\\ookl y _ 



The design concept for the 
new magazine. It was to have 
been called “National Weekly,” 
but it turned out that a trade 
publication held the copyright 
on that name. And so, from 
the very first issue, it was 
National Review. 



freely chosen are not virtuous. N ational Review remains an 
essentiallyfusionistenterprise.Butwhileit’seasytofindcon- 
servatives who want to keep this marriage going, it’s much 
harder to find p rominent libertarians who do . As a matter of 
cultural identity, the libertarian outlook on coiEeFd;ism is 
“We ’ rej ustnotthatintoy ou .” 

In the last decade. Brink Lindsey, a scholar at the Cato 
Institute,triedtodefenestrateconservative-libertarianfusion- 
ism in favor ofwhat a headline writer at The New Republic 

dubbed“liberaltarianism.”Saveatthemargins,theuneupho- 
nious effort failed, 1 argely because the animosity that some 
libertarians hold for conservatism pales in comparison with 
theoutrightrevulsionthatprogressivesholdforanylibertar- 
ianism distinguishable from libertinism. A house of anti- 
statistsandstatistsisobviouslyonedividedagainstitself,and 
cannotstand. 

But the friction between libertarians and conservatives is 
nothing new.Therehasneverbeenatimewhen libertarians(or 
“individualists,” as they used to be called) did not struggle 
againstwhattheyperceivedtobeunjustshackles.Thehistory 
ofN ATIONAL Review isinsignificantpartastoryofWilliamF. 
BuckleyJr.’stryingtoherdabunchofcats. 

AynRand,theanti-statisttitan,was“readout”ofthecon- 
servativemovementinthesepagesbyWhittakerChambers 
forherviewsonreligionandmorality. Randheld“thatman 
exists for his own sake, that the pursuit of his own happi- 
nessishishighestmoralpurpose,thathemustnotsacrifice 
himselftoothers,norsacrificeotherstohimself.”Sheeven 
denouncedthecrucifixionas“thesymbolofthesacrificeof 
the ideal to the nonideal.” It’s not hard to see why such 



views wouldnotsitwellatamagazinewithastrongCath 
olicbent. 

In the 1960s a nd 1970s, prominent libertarians such as 
Murray Rothbard andKarlHesshopedtouseangeroverthe 
Vietnam War to create anew sort of fusionism, marrying the 
so-called01dRightandtheNew(i.e.,radical)Left.Hess,the 
famous Goldwater speechwriter, eventually joined Students 
for a Democratic Society and the Industrial Workers of the 
World(a.k.a. the Wobblies) and worked with theBlackPan 
thers. In 1968, Rothbard, a brilliant if eccentric intellectual 
who loathed National Review, lamentedinthepages of the 
\tfi-Wmg]o\xvndi\Ramparts therecentriseof 

anew, younger generation of rightists, of “conservatives, ”. . . 
whothoughtthattherealproblemofthemodernworldwasnoth- 
ing so ideological as the state vs . individual liberty or govern- 
ment intervention vs. the free market; the real pro blem, they 

declared, was the preservation of tradition, order, Christianity 
and good manners against the modem sins of reason, license, 
atheismandboorishness. 

“Wehaveallowedourselves,”Rothbardcontinued, 

tosacrificetheAmericanidealsofpeaceandfreedomandanti- 

colonialismonthealtarofacrusadetokillcommuniststhrough- 

outtheworld;wehavesurrenderedthelibertarianbirthrightinto 

the hands of those who yearn to re store the Golden Age of the 

HolyInquisition.Itisabouttimethatwewakeupandriseupto 

restoreourheritage. 

The editors of N ational Review replied to Rothbard ’s 
incessant snipes by saying that they “declined to inhabit, 
along withMr. Rothbard, the overcrowded quarters of Freak 
House,” however “shrewd or useful [Rothbard’s] occasional 
apergusineconomics.” 

Ini 98 1 , RussellKirkdenouncedlibertariansinthepagesof 
Modern Age as “chirpingsectaries”andinsistedthatany“talk 
offormingaleagueorcoalition”withthem“islikeadvocating 
aunionoficeandfire.”MeaBuredagainstsuchyardsticks,the 
distancebetweenconservatives and libertarians today seems, 
ifanything,tohaveshrunk. 

What this history suggests is that the question “Who lost 
thelibertarian s?”restsonafalsepremise — becausetheliber- 
tarianswerenevertheconservatives’tolose. 

It is apeculiarironythatamovementthatseekstoconserve 
thebestofthepastisoneoftheyoungestpoliticalmovements 
in America. Socialism, progressivism, anarchism, and envi- 
ronmentalismhavefarolderpedigreesthanconservatismdoes. 
TheAmericanvariantsofsocialismgobacktotheShakersand 
even Thomas Paine (albeit tenuously). Prqgressivismis a 
cousin of socialism but nonetheless has its own family tree 
stretching back to Auguste Comte and John Stuart Mill. 
Anarchism in the West has roots going back to Diogenes . 
Environmentalism is more amorphous, but one can find 
antecedents in medeval England and more obviously during 
theIndustrialRevdution. 

Asforlibertarianism,ifyouseeitast hedirectdescendantof 
classical liberalism, thenlibertariansalsohaveamorevenera- 
ble lineage than conservatives . B ut there ’ s the rub . Do they ? 

The Founding Fathers were all classical liberals, but unlike 
manyoftheiroppositenumbersintheFrenchRe^dution,they 
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window into our uniquely disturbed historical era. 
Generations of readers will turn to Subverted when 
they want to know what turned the tide.^^ 

— ^Jennifer Roback Morse, Ph.D. President, the Ruth Institute 



''A compelling personal narrative with pierc- 
ing observations from her work in women's 
media. A book you can't put down." 

— ^Jennifer Fulwiler, Author, 
Something Other Than Cod 

''Subverted is a game changer for our 
culture, and in particular, for women." 
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Sue Ellen Browder 

C ontraception and abortion were not originally part of the 1960s 
women's movement. How did the women's movement — 
which fought for equal opportunity for women in education and 
the workplace — and the sexual revolution — which reduced women 
to ambitious sex objects — ^become so united? 

Sue Browder documents for the first time how it all happened. 
Trained to be an investigative journalist, Browder unwittingly 
betrayed her true calling and became a propagandist for sexual 
liberation. As a staff writer for Cosmopolitan magazine, she wrote 
pieces meant to soft-sell unmarried sex, contraception, and abor- 
tion as the single woman's path to fulfillment. Only much later did 
she realize that the propagandists higher than herself had strongly 
influenced her thinking as they subverted the women's movement. 
Her in-depth research sets the record straight and illumines a way 
forward for others who have suffered from the unholy alliance. 
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your eyes." ^Peter Kreeft, Ph.D., 

Professor of Philosophy, Boston College 
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were largely conservative in manners, morals, and faith. Their 
conservatism was not labeled as such because it suffused the 
culture and was simply taken for granted. One need only read 
the writings of George Washington or John Adams to under- 
stand that they were among the first fusionists. (Robert 
Nisbet once hinted that even Mill, the fons et origo of so 
much libertarian thought, was actually more of a fusionist 
himself, clawing back his libertarian reductionism with 
caveats about the need to curb liberty for the young, the 
infirm, the “backward,” et al.) 

Until the middle of the 20th century, the conservative side of 
the classical-liberal tradition in America was not cultivated the 
way the libertarian side was, in large part because no one 
thought it needed to be cultivated. It is not by accident that the 
first chapter of George Nash’s 1976 classic TheCorsewaive 
Intellectual Movement Since 1945 is titled “Revolt of the 
Libertarians.” They were there first. 

This is not to deny that there were conservatives before the 
founding of National Review or the publication of Russell 



That is why conservatives in America are so different from 
the conservatives of Europe — especially continental Europe 
— or anywhere else. Comte Joseph de Maistre, the quintessen- 
tial European conservative, sought to conserve the absolute rule 
of Church and Throne. The American Eounders sought to over- 
throw even the partial rule of Church and Throne. And therein 
lies all the difference. In Europe, conservatism was understood 
as the opposite of classical liberalism. The reverse was the case 
in America, as Eriedrich Hayek observed: “What in Europe was 
called ‘liberalism’ was here the common tradition on which the 
American polity had been built: thus the defender of the 
American tradition was a liberal in the European sense.” 
Modern conservatism was born from the shock of events — 
two total world wars punctuated by a peacetime effort to 
import Bismarckian socialism to our shores, not to mention the 
long march through the institutions of Marxists, Dewey an pro- 
gressives, secular humanists, et al. As the conservative move- 
ment matured, it sought out the ideological tools and weapons 
necessary for the counter-assault that would liberate the prin- 



In an age when institutions were under sustained 
ideological assault, conservatives recognized that they 
needed an ideology to defeat an ideology. 



Kirk’s Conservative Mind . There were. But they were scat- 
tered among various movements and institutions, just as con- 
servative ideas were strewn about. Kirk’s contribution in The 
Conservative Mind was to revisit the historical record and con- 
nect the dots in a way that presented American conservatism as 
a viable tradition. No wonder the early masthead of National 
Review was like the roster of a life raft, crammed with soaked 
and battered refugees from the shores of Communism, socialism, 
progressivism, and the Old Right. 

Indeed, the Old Right itself was a pretty motley crew. 
Rothbard was on defensible, if somewhat rocky, ground when 
he traced his lineage back to it. There certainly were many 
anarchists and individualists among its ranks. But there were 
also agrarians, single-taxers, nationalists, traditionalists, and a 
glorious smattering of brilliant cranks, literary curmudgeons, 
and cape- wearing misanthropes. What made them the “Old 
Right” was the emergence of a new Right, in the form of the 
conservative movement we have today. 

The late Samuel Huntington recognized the newness of that 
movement in 1957, when he wrote his sadly forgotten essay 
“Conservatism as an Ideology.” Huntington argued that con- 
servatism was a “positional ideology.” What he meant is that 
conservatism emerges from the challenges presented by the 
existing order. “Men are driven to conservatism by the shock 
of events, by the horrible feeling that a society or institution 
which they have approved or taken for granted and with which 
they have been intimately connected may suddenly cease to 
exist.” In an age when institutions were under sustained ideo- 
logical assault, conservatives recognized that they needed an 
ideology to defeat an ideology. 



ciples upon which this nation was founded. Yes, conservatives 
borrowed heavily from the libertarian tradition, but they also 
borrowed from the religious, patriotic, and moral arsenals of 
the Eounders. That is why the libertarians have stood apart like 
Coptic Christians, who claim a lineage and authenticity that 
needs no sanction from the larger, more powerful, and more 
syncretic Catholic Church. 

As I write, a certain wealthy real-estate magnate and reality- 
show star threatens to become the titular leader of the conser- 
vative movement, at least insofar as the Republican party is the 
practical expression of that movement. He makes little or no 
effort to celebrate conservatism as a defense of the American 
tradition of liberty. He never talks about the Constitution, nor 
plausibly about religion. He makes scant mention of freedom. 
Instead, he taps into deep reservoirs of resentment and a kind 
of nationalism that has little to do with patriotism rightly 
understood. Popularity and “winning” are his lodestars. He is 
unlikely to surmount the obstacles erected by the Eounders to 
keep demagogues from wielding what Edmund Burke called 
“arbitrary power,” yet he and his supporters have illuminated 
the vulnerabilities within the larger conservative project. 

Conservatism is an ethereal thing rather than a political 
system. It has no written constitution to rely on in dark times. 
And while it is not free of ideas, it is, as a positional ideology, 
resistant to formulation in a simple, fixed credo. As such, it 
always stands at risk of being exploited by someone who 
yokes personal ambition to popular passion in the service of 
a movement that is conservative in name only. And if that 
happens, the time will come for libertarians to ask, “Who lost 
the conservatives?” NR 
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M arried white Christians were the demographic 

core ofthe country when N ational Review was 

founded, andstillarethedemographiccoreofthe 
conservative movement it midwifed. The differ- 
enceinverbtensesbetweenthetwohalvesofthatsentenceisa 
problemforthatmovement,andpointstooneforthecountry. 

Thelast60yearshavewitnesseda“greatsorting”ofparties 
and voters in the United States, a sorting this magazine has 
promoted.Partisandivisionshavecomemorecloselytocoin- 
cide with ideological ones. Americans got “a choice, not an 
echo,” as conservatives promised during one of NR’s early 
campaigns . As part of this process , married white Christians 
havegrownmuchmorelikelytovoteRepublican.Abitmore 
than 40 percent of them backed Dwight Eisenhower ’ s party, 
according to political scientistAlanAbramowitz, while more 
than 60 percent backed George W. Bush’s. They have also 
shmnkasashareoftheelectorate,goingroughlyfrom80to40 



percent over that period. Among voters under 30, they went 
fromalmost80tobelow20percent. 

Conservatives will not succeed in the future unless they 
perform better among the non white, the non-Christian, and 
the non-married. They will have to do better among non- 
ChristiansabsentanupsurgeinChristianbelief.Evenifimmi- 
gration were to stop, they would have to do better among 
peoplewhoseancestorsmostlycamefromoutsideEurope. 

Making inroads among non-Christians and nonwhites is a 
formidablechallengethatconservativeshavebarelybegunto 
tackle . B ut it is the decline of marriage — the decrease in the 
percentageofadultswhoaremarried,andinthepercentageof 
children being raised by parents who are married to each 
other — thatmayprovethemostproblematicforconserviism. 

Childbearingoutofwedlockanddivorcehaverisen;people 
marry laterinlife,andfewerpeopleevermarry.Marriagehas 
declined for many reasons : the economic emancipation of 
women,thelongerschoolingencouragedbymodemeconanies, 
theinventionofthebirth-controlpill,thespreadofliteral indi- 
vidualism,andmorebesides.Wewouldnotwanttoreverseall 
ofthesedevelopments,evenifwecould. 

But the weakening of marriage has come at a heavy cost. 
Childrengenerally dobetter when they are raisedby parents 
whoaremarriedtoeachother:betteracademically,economi- 
cally,andbehaviorally.Theydoworseinotherenvironments. 
Even children in what we used to calT ‘intact” families fare 
worse in communities where such families are rare . And we 
have some reason to think that the decline of marriage has 
decreased happiness for adults, too, and especially for wo 
men. Americans with relatively low incomes and levels of 
schooling, in particular, have experienced the downside of 
these trends. Among them the decline of marriage has been 
especiallypronounced. 



MY FIRST ISSUE OF NR 

I am from af amily of Democrats . My grandfather had a 
bustofFDRonhisbookcase. 

My first vote in apresidential election was in 1 980. 1 
could not bring myself to vote for Jimmy Carter, but I 
naively believed the liberal media’s characterization 
of Ronald Reagan, so I voted for John Anderson. After 
Reaganbecamepresident,Irealizedthathewasnotthe 
extreme, shallow, and trigger-happy man they had made 
him out to be. I felt deceived and began searching out 
right-leaningpublications . 

In the mid 1980s, a friend recommended N ationae 

Review. HismotherwasastrongRepublican (she hated 
BillMoyers)andanNRsubscriber.Ireadanissue,loved 
it,andhavebeenasubscribereversince. 

RODMAN E. HONECKER 
BRIELLE, N.J. 



Therehasbeenacost,aswell,toconservativepoliticalfor- 
tunes. Unmarried adults are less likely than married ones to 
embraceeithereconomicorsocialconservatism,becauseboth 
their finances andtheirper sonallives areles s stable . Mothers 
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The just-released John F. Kennedy presidential dollar figured to be among 
the most popular issues in the ongoing series of $1 coins honoring the nation's 
chief executives, now in the ninth year of its roughly 10-year run. JFK was one of 
America's most beloved presidents, and his shocking assassination ensured that 
his images would endure, as if frozen in time, in our nation's history. 

Historic Coin Portrait The new coin design is the work of Don Everhart, a senior 
sculptor-engraver on the U.S. Mint's roster of staff artists. Depicting a contemplative JFK looking 
down and seemingly lost in thought, the image is similar to the official portrait hanging in the White 
House - also capturing Kennedy in a reflective moment, with his head bowed and eyes downcast. 
The portrait was painted in 1970, seven years after the assassination, and was closely monitored by 
Kennedy's widow, Jacqueline, who not only commissioned the artist, Aaron Shikler, but also gave 
him detailed instructions on how she wanted the president to be shown. The portrait differs greatly 
from the presidential images on other White House paintings, and Everhart has acknowledged that 
Shikler's work inspired the equally unique likeness of JFK on the coin. 



A Woman's Touch It's a little-known fact, but Jacqueline Kennedy, one of America's 
favorite First Ladies, also played a role in the final design of the enormously popular Kennedy half 
dollar, which was first issued in 1964. She asked the coin's designer, Mint Chief Engraver Gilroy 
Roberts, to modify the details of her husband's hair - and the changes were, of course, made. 



JFK, Purple Heart & Navy SEALs John F. Kennedy was a different kind of 
president - the youngest ever elected, recipient of a Purple Heart for his heroism, creator of the 
Navy SEALS, and the first (and so far only) Roman Catholic, to cite four important examples. In my 
opinion, such a president deserves a coin that likewise bears a historic design. I believe Don Everhart 
captured what Jackie and JFK would have liked, given the design of the presidential painting. I base 
this on a story my parents told me many years ago regarding an interaction they had with Jack and 
Jackie Kennedy at a 1959 dinner in Lake Charles, Louisiana. (See Bonus Gifts) 



'This new JFK dollar continues the tradition of historic, artistic 
coins like those I saw in the Smithsonian's exclusive 
opening of the new Value of Money exhibit." 
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who do not have the support of ahusband are more likely to 
needthesupportofthestate — and,eveniftheydonotneedit 
immediately, tovaluetheirabilitytorelyonitiftheircircum- 
stancesturn worse. Republicanshaveoftenbeendescribedas 
the “daddy party,” offering voters order and judgment rather 
thancareandvalidation.Butwhathappenstothedaddyparty 
whenfatherhoodstopsbeingasmuchalivedreality? 

Ifthisisright,thenthefutureofconservatismistiedupwith 
thefutureofmarriage.Republicansmightbeabletodowelhn 
anAmericawithanevenweakermarriageculturethanwenow 
have.ButtheywillhavetobelessconservativeRepublicans, 
taking part in running a larger government at the behest of a 
les s securepopulace . 

The America in which NR developed “fusionism” — the 
combinationoflibertarianeconomicsandtraditionalistmorals 
thatwouldcharacterizemodernconservatism — hadalevelof 
marital stability that was unusual in our history and looks 
almost mythical now. The country had gone through a great 
deal of centralization and homogenization as a result of the 
GreatDepression,theNewDeal,WorldWarII,andtheCold 
War. Big government, big business , big labor, andbig media 
neverloomedaslargeinAmericanlifeastheydidinthel950s, 
and never would again. It was the magazine’s libertarianism 
thatstoodath warttheage . 

The government still needs reining in. It needs it more, 
sinceitislargerthanitwas60yearsago:moremeddlesome, 
unwieldy, and ineffective. But conformity in lifestyles is 
not our era’s problem, and the romance of collectivism is 
dead.Thedeclineofthefamilyiswhatmostneedsresisting 
inourtime. 

There is no ready-made program, no five-point plan, for 
bringingaboutaculturalchangethatwouldleadmorepeople 
to raise children within healthy marriages . B ut conservatives 
couldstandtospendalittlelesstimethinkingaboutthecondi- 
tionsnecessaryforbusinessestoflourish,asimportantasthat 
is,andalittlemoretimeaboutthoseforfamilies.Ifweputour 
mindstoit,wewouldprobablyfindthattherearealotoffree- 
marketreforms — inhousing, inhighereducation, in taxes, in 
health care — that would make it more affordable to start and 
raiseafamily. 



For two decades, senior 
editor Jim Burnham 
and managing editor 
Priscilla Buckley (Bill’s 
older sister) shared an 
office at 1 50 East 35th 
Street. This sign hung 
outside their door. 



The decentralization of American life has been largely a 
goodthingforthecountryingeneralandconservatisminpar- 
ticular. But we should not consider the family just another 
large institution in retreat. Families are the crucial small 
institutions we need to make our way through our large, 
complex, andendlessly various society, and weneedthem 
tobestrong. 




RICHARD BROOKHISER 

Will We Govern 
Ourselves? 



I TAKE apersonalinterestintheFounders ’revival, sincel 

helped start it. My first biography. Founding Father: 

Rediscovering George Washington , was generously 
re vie wedby amaj or scholar, Jo sephJ . Elli s , onthefront 
psigeoftheNewYorkTimesBookReview inFebruaryl996. 

That was a warm-up: The breakout bookfortheFounders 
wasEllis’sown American Sphinx: The Character ofThomas 
Jefferson (1997), which won theNationalBookAward.Inits 
wake, professional historians (Edmund Morgan, Gordon 
Wood, JackRakove) and professional biographers (David 
McCullough,RonChernow)movedsteadilythroughthegreat 
names: Franklin, Washington, Hamilton, John Adams, Madi- 
son. Lesser greats had their innings, from Sam Adams to 
AlexanderMcGillivray,theFranco-ScottishchiefoftheCreek 
IndianswhosenegotiationswiththeWashingtonadministration 
were almost as complex and dishonest as Iran’s today. After 
dozensofvolumesandalmost20years,Ithoughtwemightbe 
slowingdown. 

Instead, the Founders ’ revival rolls through other media. 
Lin-Manuel Miranda’s hip-hop musical Hamilton had a 
triumphant opening on Broadway, its weekly grosses now 
trailing only TheLionKing . On television, AMC’s Turn: 
WasHngton ’s Spies, a tale ofRevolutionary espionage based 
onabookbyNRveteranAlexanderRose,wasrenewedfora 
third season. Even Sleepy Hollow , Eox’s fantasy jape, also 
renewed for a third season, has a Eounding angle, since 
Ichabod Crane , reincarnated in modern-day Tarry to wn , N . Y. , 
dealsnotonlywiththepowersofhellbutalsowithsuchold- 
time friends of his as Betsy Ross and Benj amin Eranklin. 
Washingtonirving , who wasbothCrane ’ s creator andabiog- 
rapher of George Washington, would be amused to see his 
interestssobrisklytelescoped. 




24 NATIONAL REVIEW I www.nationalreview.com 



NOVEMBER 19, 2015 



WASHINGTON: STUART; MADISON: VANDERLYN; JEFFERSON: PEALE; ADAMS: DURAND; HAMILTON: TRUMBULL; FRANKLIN: DUPLESSIS 








Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Bring home the 
Helenite Necklace and see for yourself. If you are not 
completely blown away by the rare beauty of this 
exceptional stone, simply return the necklace within 
30 days for a full refund of your purchase price. 



Necklace 

enlargedto 

showluxurious 

color. 



lEWELRY SPECS : 

- 6 Vi ctw Helenite in gold-finished sterling silver setting 
- 1 8" gold-finished sterling silver chain 

Limited to the first 2200 orders 



from this ad only 

Helenite Necklace (6 Vi ctw) Only $149 +S&P 

Helenite Stud Earrings (1 ctw) $129 +S&P 



Helenite Set $378.... Co//-/n price only 5149 +S&P 



EXCLUSIVE 

FREE 

Helenite Earrings 
-a $129 value- 

with purchase of 
Helenite Necklace 



Meet the Beauty 
in the Beast 



Discover this spectacular 6V2-carat green 
treasure from Mount St. Helens! 



F or almost a hundred years it lay dormant. Silently building strength. At 
10,000 feet high, it was truly a sleeping giant. Until May 18, 1980, when 
the beast awoke with violent force and revealed its greatest secret. Mount St. 
Helens erupted, sending up a 80,000-foot column of ash and smoke. From 
that chaos, something beautiful emerged. . . our spectacular Helenite Necklace. 



Helenite is produced from the heated volcanic 
rock of Mount St. Helens and the brilliant green 
creation has captured the eye of jewelry designers 
worldwide. Today you can wear this massive 
6 V 2 -carat stunner for only $1491 

Make your emeralds jealous. Our Helenite 

Necklace puts the green stone center stage, with 
a faceted pear-cut set in .925 sterling silver 
finished in luxurious gold. The explosive 
origins of the stone are echoed in the 
flashes of light that radiate as the piece 
swings gracefully from its 18" luxuri- 
ous gold-finished sterling silver 
chain. Today the volcano sits 
quiet, but this unique piece of 
American natural history 
continues to erupt with 
gorgeous green fire. 



(Set includes necklace and earrings) 



Call now to take advantage of this extremely limited offer. 



1 - 800 - 333-2045 ^ 

Rating of A-i- 



Promotional Code HEL783-04 

Please mention this code when you call. 



Suucr 



14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. HEL783-04, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com 



"My wife received more 
compliments on this stone 
on the first day she wore it 
than any other piece of jewelry 
Fve ever given her/' 

- J. from Orlando, FL 
Stauer Client 



Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices 




\Wt SIXTIETI-->^^MVEPS;^PV ISSLE 



We feel close to the Founders because they are close, as 
historical figures go. When I give Founders-related talks, I 
sometimestaketheaudienceonthefollowingtimetrip:When 
Iwasincollege,IheardalecturebyAlgerHiss,theSovietspy; 
whenHiss was ayounglawyer,heclerked for Justice Oliver 
WendellHolmesJr.;whenHolmeswasacaptainintheArmy, 
hetoldPresidentLincolnto“getdo wn,y oudamnfool ! ’’when 

Lincolnlooked over aparapet at Jubal Early ’ s raid on Wash 
ington ; and when Lincoln ser vedhis lone term in the House , 
oneofthecongressmenhe served with was former president 
J ohnQuincyAdams ,whoheardthecannonands awthesmoke 
oftheB attleofB unkerHillfromhisf amily ’ shomeacro s sthe 
bayinBraintree.FromustotheRevolutionisonlyfoursteps. 
It’salotfartherba cktoCharlemagne. 

But what do we take from these not-so-dead Americans, 
beyond mere information or entertainment? How do they 
impressorinspireus?Isthereanythingweareoverlooking? 

At the heartoftheFoundingwasawar, and waris always 
engrossing. The Civil War and World War II are the greatest 
magnets for historians and reenactors, but the Revolution is 
surelythird.TheRevolution(longertha ntheCivilWarandour 
part in WorldWarllputtogether) was our longest waruntil 
Vietnam. It covered a great swatch of the New World, from 
QuebectoSt.LouistoGuyana.Itoffersmarches,sieges,blun- 
ders, brilliance, spying, civil strife, diplomacy, and ideology, 
bothonpaperandinpracticeiJeffersonwrotethatallmenare 
createdequal;WashingtonwasthelastAmericancommander 
toleadinteg ratedunitsuntiltheKoreanWar 

Despiteitslengthanditsextent,theRevolutionismorecom- 
prehensiblethanothermodernworldwarsbecauseofitsscale. 
Fewerthan30,00QmenfoughtatYorktown,comparedwithover 
200,000 at Oudenarde ( 1 708) or more than half a million at 
Leipzig( 1814) .Itssmallemumbers wereaproductofitsnight- 
marishlogistics — BritainandFrancehadtomanagetheireffor ts 

fromoverseas,whiletheUnitedStateshadtomanageitswitha 
barelyfunctioninggovemmentAsaresult,boththeactorsinthe 
drama and its students today have a more intimate relation to 
causesandtrends;thetreesdonotchokeouttheforest. 

Thoughinterest inanywaroftenstarts as aformof fandom 
or voyeurism, a way of experiencing battle without wounds , 
lice,ortedium,ifpursuedseriou slyitcanofferapanoramaof 
human qualities: intuition, improvisation, planning, persis- 
tence,backbiting,stupidity,panic.Warcanshowtheheightsof 
valor:BaronJohanndeKalb,theGerman-bornFrenchofficer, 
first came to America in 1 76 8 as a secret agent in the Great 
Gameof Anglo-Frenchrivalry, scoping out the colonials for 
possible allies ; by 1 7 80, when the quondam realpolitiker lay 
on the field at Camden, dying from multiple gunshot and 
bayonet wounds, hetoldasolicitousenemy officer, ‘Tdiethe 
deathIalwaysprayedfor,thedeathofasoldierfightingfor 
therightsofman.”Warcanshowthedepthsofvillainy.Most 
oftheRevolution’satrocitieswerecommittedbytheBritish, 
orby their irregular American allies, adisparitythathelped 
tilt the undecided — a third of the population , John Adams 

gue s s ed — to the p atrio t side . At the s ame time , you did no t 
wanttobeaLoyalistwhofellintothehandso^atriotguerrillas 
inNew YorkortheCarolinas. 

After the war, what? The climactic purpose of the Con 
stitution,accordingtoitspreamble,isto“securetheBlessings 



ofLiberty.’TodaythoseareunderstoodtobewhatBaronKalb 
diedfor — rights. Rightstalk,andevensomeofourri ghts,are 

quitehealthy aftertwocenturies . 

I was recentlyaskedwhichoftheamendmentsthatmakeup 
theBillofRightscouldbepassedtoday.Myquickanswerwas 
noneofthem:Theamendingprocessisdeliberatelyhard,and 
thetenthatwereratifiedby December 179 1 wereunderstood 
to be a concession to the Constitution’s defeated opponents, 
reassuring them that the nation’s new structure would not 
becomeoppressive.Nosuchmandateexistsnow. 

But on secondthoughtibelieveanumberwouldpassrather 
easily. GunownerswouldsurelysecuretheSecond — shornof 
any ambiguity aboutguns ’beinglegalonlyforuseinmilitias . 

There are enough) ournalists, old-school ACLU types, and 
wingers irked by campus PC to pass the First Amendment’s 
guarantees of freedom of the press, and of speech. Similarly 
there are enough believers in enough different churches to 
insist on thefreeexerciseofreligion.Noonethinksanymore 
about quartering troops in private houses, but the practice 
seems so outlandish thatifanyone offered the Third Amend 
mentitmightalsopass. 

Contentiousissuesareroutinelydebatedinalanguageofiights. 
Abortionsupportersupholdawoman’srighttocontrolherown 
life,opponentst herightoftheunbomtohaveone.TheEmanci- 
pation Proclamation andthel3th,14th,andl5thamendments 
extendedrightsthat,whateverJeffersonwroteorWashington 
did,hadbeendeniedblackAmericans,bothslaveandfree.The 
civil-rightsmovementofthemid20thcenturysaid,Wereally 
meanit.ThisstrugglewassocentraltoAmeica’shistoryand 
principlesthatwomen,gays,andtranssexualsh aveallsought 
toappropriateit. 

Theright tomakeadealintheformofabindingcontractis 
sobasicthatitdidnothavetowaitfortheBillofRightstobe 
securedbutwasputintotheConstitutionitself,onthemotion 
ofRufusKing(ArticleI,Section 1 0) .Atthesametime, every 
efforttoamelioratetheeffectsofthemarketbyregulationor 
throughpublicassistancetotheunfortunateiscast asarightto 
organize, toearnalivingwage,orsomesuch.Marxistshavea 
language of class struggle, but Americans would rather use 
theirnative tongue . 

Apolitical philosopher or an economist might argue that 
manyoftheserightsareincoherentorviolationsofotherrights, 
butthatisadiscussionforalatertime.Whenwetalk,westart 
bytalkingaboutrights , whichlinktheNRAandCaitlynJ e nner, 

merchantsofderivativesandsocialists,totheBattleofBunker 
Hill even more directly than by hearing a lecture by Alger 
Hiss.Ifyoucaninvokethelanguageofrights,youcangetthe 
Foundersonyourside.Rightsareright;theyarealsoours. 

But another legacy of the Founders, equally important, is 
lessrobust. Thatistheirfaithinself-government. 

Rights and self-government are related, o f course, because 
rights aremorethanbarriers againstinterference; they makea 
statementabouttheworthofthosewhoenjoythemAsMelville 
putit,manis‘ ‘N ature ’ sRoman,ne vertobescourged . ’ ’N ature ’ s 
Romansshouldalsorulethemselves . 

TheFounderwhobelievedmosteloquentlyinourfitnessfor 
self-rulewasJefferson.Heexpressedhisrespectforthepolitical 
capacity of thepeople , asindi vid uals andas abody, againand 

again.Allmenarenotcreatedequallyintelligent,butthatdid 
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not trouble him, for he believed thatallhave an innate moral 
sense, whichis abetter guide to actionthanbrains. Erroneous 
ideas or misinformation may cloud the moral sense, buttime 
and truth will inevitably make all right. “He who made us 
wouldhavebeenapitifulbungler,ifhehadmadetherulesof 
ourmoralconductamatterofscience . . . .Stateamoralcaseto 
aploughmanandaprofessor.Th eformerwilldecideitaswell, 
and often better than the latter, because he has not been led 
astray by artificial rules.” “The cause of republicanism, tri- 
umphinginEurope,canneverfailtodosohereinthelongrun. 

Our citizens may be deceived for a while, and have been 

deceived;butaslongasthepressescanbeprotected,wemay 

trusttothemforlight.”Jefferson’sobservationaboutrepubli- 

canism’ s triumphing inEurope was madein 1799 , j ustbefore 

BonapartebecamefirstconsuLJeffersonmadeanumberofbad 

predictionsinhislifebutneverlosthisfaithinman. 

EvenEounderswithadarkerviewofhumanitytrustedthe 
people ’ s ability torule themselves . Madison, whois famous 
for observingin Federalist No . 5 1 thatmen werenotangels , 
went on in the 1790s, after his burst of Constituti on- writing 



Perhaps it is best that the people do not rule. Apowerful 
argumentagainstthemisthedoctrineofrightsitself.Lestthe 
peoplediluteortramplethem,rightsneedsafeguards,eitherin 
theformofintricateconstitutionalmachineryorinthewisdom 
and insight of unelected guardians . When Justice Breyer 
argues that the Supreme Court should heed foreign laws , or 
whenJusticeKennedyinvokes“therighttodefine...themys- 
teryofhumanlife,”wecandebatewhethertheyarerightfully 
extendingtheConstitutionorsupersedingit.Eveniftheyare 
doingthelatter,however,theyandtheConstitutiontheyhave 
violatedareonparallelmissionsikeepingthevotersinline. 

Other lim itations on the people arise from decisions that 
they or their representatives have made. Many government 
programs are sotechnical(pricecontrols,settinginterestrates) 
or so sweeping (laws thatban discrimination or mandate full 
employment) that they require a class of administrators to 
implementandoverseethem.Ifthesearenottobepatronage 
appointees ,thentheymustbecivilservantswithso medegree 
of independence. Yetany officerofthestate whois securein 
his position has little incentive to re spect or heed the public , 



Wearealongwayfrommonarchyorbondage,yetwe 

arealsoalongwayfromJefferson’sdreamsofself-rule. 



and -explicating, to offer public opinion as the ultimate force 
forgoodintherepublic.“Everygoodcitizenwillbeatoncea 
centinelovertherightsofthepeople”and“overtheauthorities 
ofthe...govemment.”Hamilton,whoseworldviewwasdarker 
yet(“Isitnottime,”heaskedin Federalist No.6,“toawake 
fromthedeceitfuldreamofagoldenage”andrecognize“that 
we...areye tremotefromthehappyempireo^erfectwisdom 
andp erfectvirtue?”),neverthelesstrustedpopularrule.When 
hegavehisday-longorationattheConstitutionalConvention 
advocating an executive and senators elected for life, he 
defendedhisplanbynotingthatunderit“allthemagistrates” 
weretobechosen“bythepeople,orbyaprocessofelection 
originating withthepeople . ’ ’ 

The Bounding genera tion’s faith in self-government was 
mo St pithily stated not by any of the Bounders but by Levi 
Preston,aMinutemanwhofoughtatConcord.Whenhewas 
9 1 ,Prestonwasaskedby ayoungwhippersnapperwhyhe 
had fought. Was it because of the Stamp Act? The tea tax? 

The writings of John Locke? No, no, no, said Preston, then 
explained himself thus : “What we meant in going for those 
red-coatswasthis.Wehad alwaysgovernedourselves,andwe 
alwaysmeantto.” 

Do we stillmeanto?^residential-electionyearmaybethe 
worsttimetoask.Itisthegreatsymbol,almostthefestivalof 
self-rule.Yetthesophisticatedviewofpresidentialcontests 
isthattheyarebrainlessexercises,PRkabuki.Anyrealwork 
thatgetsdoneisdonebehindthescenes,bysoft-faced,hard- 
handed manipulators . The only threats to the stability of this 

system come fromrubeorgasms,precipitatedinthiscycleby 
DonaldTrumpandB ernieS anders . 



andeveryincentivetobecomefondofhispositionandperks. 

TheBiblicalvisionofthemodernadministrativestateis 
lSamuel8,inwhichSamuel,lastofthejudgesoflsrael,tellsthe 
peoplewhatamonarchywillbelike:Theirsonswillbeenlisted 
ascharioteers andhorsemen,theirdaughtersascooksandbakers ; 
atitheofeveryone’sseed,vineyards,andsheepwillbeappropri- 
ated;maidservantS4nenservants,andasseswillallbeputtowork. 
“Andyeshallbe...servants.”Butthepunchlineisintheset-up: 
ThepeopleofIsraelfirstcametoSamuelandaskedforthis.Or 
asMenckenputit,“Democracyisthetheorythatthecommon 
people know what they w ant and deserve to get it good and 
hard.”OrasHugoGrotius,theDutchlegalphilosopher,argued, 
itispossibleforpeoplejustlytoplacethemselvesinbondage. 

We are along wayfrommonarchyorbondage, yet we are 
alsoalongwayfromJefferson’sdreamsofself-rule.Someof 
thatisprobablythebackwashofbigness,butmuchofitisthe 
resultofourowninattention,andmistakenintentions. 

Theso berestPounderofthemallwarnedus .Ini 783 ,asthe 
Revolution wound down,GeorgeWashingtonwroteacircular 
tothe 1 Sstategovernors — hisfirst(andsofarashethenknew 
only )fare welladdres s .Heisnotrankedwithourgreatwriters , 
butthereisonelongparagraphinthismessagethatiscarefully 
wroughtandveryimpressive.Thebulkofitisadescription 
of our situation at that moment: “a va st tract of continent”; 

“varioussoilsand climates”;“therightsofmankind... better 
understood and more clearly defined”; letters, commerce, 
manners. Revelation. Then, the kicker: “At this auspicious 
period,theUnitedStatescameintoexistence,andiftheirciti- 
zensshouldnotbecompletelyfreeandhappy,thefaultwillbe 
entirely theirown.” NR 
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A People, Not 
Just an Idea 

MERICA isnotjustacountry,”saidtherocksinger 
Bono, in Pennsylvania in 2004: “It’s an idea.” 
Bono is adecent, thoughtful, and public- spirited 
man.Ididn’tchoosehisquotationtosuggestthat 
thisviewofAmericaisakindofpopopinion.Itjusthappened 
thatinmyGooglesearchhisnamecameaheadofmanyothers, 
fromGeorgeWilltoIrvingKristoltoalmosteveryrecentpresi- 
dentialcandidate,allofwhomhaddescribedAmericaeitheras 
anideaorasa“propositionnation,”todistinguishitfromdynas- 
ticrealmsof ‘bloodandsoil’ ’ethnicities .Thisphilosophicaldef- 
initionofAmericaisnowtheconventionalwisdomofLeftand 
Right,atleastamongpeoplewhowriteandtalkofsuchthings. 

Indeed, we have heard variations on Bono’s formulation so 
manytimesthatweprobablyfailtonoticehowparadoxicalit 
is.Butlistentohowitsoundswhenreversed:“Americaisnot 
justanidea;itisanation.”Surelythatversionhasmuchmore 
oftheringofcommonsense.Foranationisplainlysomething 
larger, more complex, and richer than an idea. Anation may 
includeideas.Itmayhaveevolvedundertheinfluenceofapar- 
ticularsetofideas.Butbecauseitencompassessomanyother 
thing s — notably the laws , institutions , language of the nation ; 
the loyalties, stories, and songs of the people; and above all 
Lincoln’s “mystic chords of memory” — the nation becomes 
morethananideawitheveryelection,everybattle,everyhero, 
everyheroictale,everyhistoricalmomentthatmillionsshare. 

That is not to deny that the United States was founded on 
someveryexplicitpoliticalideas,notablylibertyandequality. 



which Jefferson helpfully wrote down in the Declaration of 
Independence. Tobefoundedonanidea,however,isnotthe 
samethingastobeanidea.i^oliticalideaisnotadestination 
oraconclusionbutthestartingpointofanevolution — and,in 
the case of the U.S., not really a starting point, either. The 
ideasintheDeclarationonwhichtheU.S.wasfoundedwere 
notoriginaltothiscountrybutdrawnfromtheAnglo-Scottish 
tradition of Whiggish liberalism. Not only were these ideas 
circulating well before the Revolution, but when the re volu- 
tionaries won, they succeeded not to a legal and political 
wastelandbutto the institutions, traditions, and practices of 
colonial America — which they then reformed rather than 
abolished.Wewillnotbefarwrongifwethinkof 1 7 7 6asuni- 
versalizing the liberalism of Britain’s 1688 Glorious Revo 
lution and extending theblessings of liberty from the B ri ti sh 
peopletoallmankind,oratleasttothosewhomadeittothe 
fledglingUnitedStates . 

Geography then came to the help of philosophy. American 
libertywasimplementednotonasmall,crowdedislanddivided 
byhedgerowsandancientlandmarks,butinthefmitedplains 
of a vast continent. The opportunities it offeredof liberty and 
propertyweremucheasiertoseizeandexploitinthisnewfound 
landthaninacountrywhosepropertyregistrationdatedbackto 
1086 and the Domesday Book. America’s founding ideas — 
equality as well as liberty — flourished more vigorously here 
thanintheirnativehabitatbecausetherewasmoreroom,less 
in the way of obstacles, and apolitical nation that shared the 
samebroadmoralj'eligious,anddemocraticoutlook(especially 
after the enforced departure of the Tories) . Admittedly there 
wereseriousdisagreementswithinthisbroadconsensus — and, 
inthecaseofslavery,anoriginalsinthatstillscarsthenation — 
butthepassageoftheU. S .Constitutionmanagedthemmoreor 
lesseffectivelyuntiltheCivilWar. 

AsJohnJaypointedoutAmericanswerefortunateinhaving 
the same religion (Protestantism), the samelanguage, and the 
same institutions from the first. Given the spread of newspa- 
pers ,railway s ,anddemocraticdebate,thatbroadcommoncul- 
turewouldintensifythesenseofacommonAmericanidentity 
overtime.Itwasaculturalidentitymorethananethnicone,and 
oneheavilyqualifiedbyregionalloyalties,too,butAmericans 
increasingly felt American when dealing with Canadians, the 
English, or other Europeans — Americanenough,thatis,tobe 
enthusiastic about fighting these damn foreigners . And the 
Americanidentitymighthavebecomeanethniconeintimeif 
it had not been for successive waves of immigration that 
broughtotherethnicitiesintothenation. 

That early American identity was robust enough to absorb 
thesenewarrivalsandtotransformthemintoAmericans.Butit 
wasn ’ t aneasy or an uncomplicatedmatter. America’ s emerg- 
ingculturalidentitywasinevitablystretchedbythearrivalsof 
millions of people from different cultures . The U. S . govern- 
ment, private industry, and charitable organizations all set out 
to “Americanize” them. It was a great historical achievement 
andhelpedtocreateanewAmericathatwasnonethelesstheold 
Americainallessentialrespects.Inthemetaphoremployedby 
thelateSamueIHuntingtoninhisprofoundbook WhoAreWe? , 
every immigrant group added its own spice to the original 
American tomato soup. The finalproduct was spicier but still 
recognizablytomatosoup. 
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Still,Americanizationranup againstapracticalproblem.lt 
required culturalloss from the immigrant, notably speaking a 
newlanguage,butuntilthesecondgeneration,mostimmigrants 
were not culturally American in any full sense. They didn’t 
demonstratetheirAmericannessineverydaylife.Sowerethey 
trustworthy ?Patriotic?Loyal?Orweretheyimportingideolo- 
giesandquarrelsfromtheirprevio ushomes ?(Somewere,inci- 
dentally.)ThatmeantthattheauthoritiesandotherAmericans 
had to find some simple, straightforward way of ascertaining 
thesentimentsofiiewcomers.TheAmericancreed,whichisthe 
philosophicaldistillationof\mericaratherthanitslivedreality, 
wastohand. 

OntheeveofavisittoAmericainthel920s,G.K.Chesterton 
noticed that his visa application required tha t he answer such 

questionsaswhetherhewasananarchist.Hecommented: 

ItisquitetruethatthephraseoccursonnoBritishformsthatl 
haveseen.Butthisisnotonlybecausemostofthe Englishmen 
arenotanarchists.Itisevenmorebecauseeventheanarchistsare 
Englishmen....ItmightwellbemaintainedthatHerbertSpencer 
was an anarchist. It is practically certain that Auberon Herbert 
was an anarchist. But Herbert Spencer was an extraordinary 
typical Englishman of the Nonconformist middle class. And 
AuberonHerbertwasanextraordinarilytypicalEnglisharistocrat 
of the old and genuine aristocracy. Everyone knew in his head 
that the squire would not throw a bomb at the Queen, and the 
Nonconformistwouldnotthrowabombatanybody. 

Chesterton was touched by the form’s confidence that an 
anarchist bent on overthrowing the government would can- 
didlyadmittothisintention,butheconcededthattherewasan 
underlyingphilosophicaljustificationforthequestion.Ifyou 
don’tknowwhatyoumeighborislike,becauseheisamyste- 
rious stranger, you have to find out — or risk meeting with a 
nasty surprise in the form of an anarchist bomb . Such ques- 
tions are intendednot only to deter t he anarchist but also to 

giveeveryoneelseanincentivetodemonstrateloyaltytohis 
newnationanditsvaluesandcustoms.Itworkedinwayswe 
nowforget. 

AnnCoulterwasdenouncedontheInternetduringtherecent 
papal visitforsuggestingthatAmerica’sfoundingfathershad 
distrusted Catholics because the Church intruded into matters 
outside the narrowly religious domain. This was described as 
“uglynativistbigotry,”butMs.Coulterwascompletelycorrect. 
AndsoweretheFoundingFathers.TheUnitedStateswasand 
isaliberalcountry ;theAmericancreedisaliberalone .Forthe 
first 1 50 years of American history, and arguably until much 
later, the Catholic Church was hostile to liberalism, including 
religious freedom, and it said so explicitly. As a Catholic, I 
regretthat,butIdon’twan ttobeguiltyo^ro-Catholicbigotry, 
andsoIcan’tdenyit.WhatchangedtheCatholicChurchwas 
the American Catholic Church. What changed the American 
Catholic Church was two things: the lived experience of 
American liberty by Irish and other Catholic immigrants and 
the pressure from non-Catholic Americans that they should 
demonstrate their attachment to America and its free institu- 
tions.Enforci ngtheAmericanideaisnotalwaysanicebusiness 
evenwhenitisanecessaryone. 

B y World War II, however, allbutthemostrecentmigrants 
hadbecome culturally American. So when Germancomman- 



dos were wandering behind American lines in U.S . uniforms 
during the B attle of the Bulge, the G.I. s testing their identity 
askednotaboutanarchismortheFirstAmendmentbutques- 
tions designed to expose t heir knowledge (or ignorance) of 
Americanlife andpopular culture . Thatproduced someli vely 
effects . General Marshall corrected his inquisitor ’ s claim that 
the capital of Illinois was Chicago; Britain’s Field Marshal 
Montgomeryimperiouslywavedasidetheguards,whopromptly 
shotouthistires;andactorDavidNiven(thenaBritishcom- 
mando),onbeingaskedwhohadwonthel943WorldSeries, 
replied :“Haven ’ tthefoggiestidea,butIdidco- starwithGinger 
Rogersin BachelorMother .” 

Quitealotflowsfromthishistory.Anyonecanlearnphilo- 
sophicalAmericanisminacivicsclass;foradeeperknowl- 
edgeandcommitment,livinginAmericaisafarsurerrecipe. 
Thephilosophicalunderstandingisaverythinidentitycom- 
paredwiththefullrichnessofonerootedinthelivedexperi- 
ence of a particular free society. Nor does an attachment to 
liberal values distinguish Americans from citizens of most 
democratic countries, especially those in the Anglosphere. 
And there is a final paradox at which Chesterton hints : An 
Americanidentityrootedinculturalfamiliaritywillbemore 
genuinely liberal than one attached to the American idea. It 
allows someone to reject the dominant ethos of his soci ety 
without losing his claim to be an American — the concept of 
un-Americanismbeingessentiallyun-American.Allofwhich 
means,finally,thatAmericansareadistinctandrecognizable 
peoplewiththeirownhistory,culture,customs,loyalties,and 
otherqualitiesthatarewiderandmorevariousthanthemost 
virtuous summary ofliberal values . 

In the latel980s,Ihadtheembarrassingtaskoftelephonin g 
the distinctly southernintellectualMelBradford to apologize 
tohimforoverlooking,maybeinserting,atypointheopening 
sentence of abookrevie w he had sent to NR. He asked ner- 
vously:Howbadatypo?WellJreplied,thesentencenowread: 

“Itis commonly said that America is a nation dedicated to a 
preposition r I don’t think I have ever heard a man laugh so 
loudorsolong. 

When he eventuall y recovered his composure, he said. “I 
hopetheprepositionisa ‘but, ’butifearitisprobably a Tor. 

On sober reconsideration, Bradford and I would both 
acknowledge that “but” is not apreposition. But he was none 
theles s onto something important . If Americans are adistinct 
people,withtheirownhistory,traditions,institutions,andcom- 
mon culture, thenthey can reasonably claim that immig rants 

shouldadapttothemandtotheirsocietyratherthanthereverse. 
Formostoftherepublic’shistory,thatiswhathappened.And 
in current circumstances, it would imply that Muslim immi- 
grantsshouldadapttoAmericanlibertyasCatholicimmigrants 
oncedid. 

IfAmericaisanidea,however,thenAmericansarenotapar- 
ticularpeoplebutsimplyindividualsorseveraldifferentpeo- 
pleslivingun deraliberalconstitution. That visionof identity 
would inevitably become a carrier of multiculturalism. For if 
Americans are notaparticularpeople,thenthereisnojustifi- 
cation for America’ s common culture to be “privileged” over 
theculturesofcurrentandfutureimmigrants. 

America would then truly be a nation dedicated not to a 
preposition,buttoaconjunction:“and.” NR 



30 NATIONAL REVIEW | www.nationalreview.com 



NOVEMBER 19, 2015 



Perfect Choice HD™ is simple to use, hard to see and easy to afford... 



Invention of the Year 



PERSONAL SOUND AMPLIFICATION PRODUCTS (PSAPs) 



THEY’RE NOT HEARING 




WEIGHT 



Less than 1 ounce 



SOUND QUALITY Excellent: Optimized for speech 

FITTING REQUIRED? No 



ONE-ON-ONE SETUP 



Free 



RETURN POLICY 



Full refund of product purchase 
price within 60 days 



COLOR 



Silver or Beige 



Perfect Choice HD is 
NOT a hearing aid. It 
is a Personal Sound 
Amplification Product 
(PSAP). Hearing aids 
can only be sold by an 
audiologist or a licensed 
hearing instrument 
specialist following 
hearing tests and fitting 
appointments. Once 
the audiologist had you 
tested and fitted, you 
would have to pay as 
much as $5000 for 
the product. 

Personal Sound 
Amplification Products 
use advanced digital 
processing to amplify 
the frequencies of human 
speech. Thanks to the 
efforts of a doctor who 
leads a renowned hearing 
institute, this product 
is manufactured in an 
efficient production 
process that enables us 
to make it available at 
an affordable price. 

The unit is small and 
lightweight enough 
to hide behind your 
ear... only you'll know 



NEW 

Now with more 
power and 
clarity! 



Virtually 
impossible 
to see. 



AIDS 

you have it on. It's 
comfortable and won't 
make you feel like you 
have something stuck 
in your ear. It provides 
high quality audio so 
soft sounds and distant 
conversations will be 
easier to understand. 

Try it for yourself with 
our exclusive home 
trial. Some people need 
hearing aids but many 
just want the extra boost 
in volume that a PSAP 
gives them. We want 
you to be happy with 
Perfect Choice HD, so 
we are offering to let you 
try it for yourself. If you 
are not totally satisfied 
with this product, simply 
return it within 60 days 
for a refund of the full 
product purchase price. 
Don't wait... don't 
miss out on another 
conversation... call now! 



Perfect/ 
Choice HD~ 

Call toll free now for 
our lowest price. 

1 - 888 - 421-8613 

Please mention promotional 
code 1 01 679. 

1998 Ruffin Mill Road, 
Colonial Heights, VA 23834 

Perfect Choice HD is not a hearing aid. 

If you believe you need a hearing aid, 
please consult a physician. 




^ SIXTIETH-ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 







PAUL JOHNSON 

When Law 
Began to Rule 

T couldwellbearguedthatthesigningbyKingJ ohn,and 
subsequentissuing,oflV[agnaCartainl 2 1 Swasthemost 
decisiveepisodeinEnglishhistory.Contemporarieswere 
innodoubtaboutits importance. Roy alclerkssetabout 
immediatelymakingcopiesandsealingthemAtleast20were 
made and put in the archives of cathedrals and other safe 
places. The charter, suitably amended, was reissued many 
times , notably in 1217 and 1 225 ,andinderivativedocuments 
hundredsoftimes . 

AlthoughMagnaCartaisnow800yearsold,itisamazing 
what has survived. Runnymede, the meadow on the Thames 
whereitwassigned,ismuchasitwasthen.Fouroftheoriginal 
copesarestillintact.TwoareintheBriishLibrary.Oneisin 
LincolnCihdral,anotheratSalisbury,bothoriginalplaces 
of deposit. Official documents from the first 5 0 years of its 
history thatcanstillbestudiedcanbenumberedinhundreds, 
perhapsthousands . 

Whatisnotableaboutthisagreementisitscomprehensibility. 

Clauses39and40read: 

No free man shall be seized or imprisoned, or stripped of his 
rights or pos se s sions , or outlawed or exiled, or deprived of his 
standinginanyotherway,norwillweproceedwithforceagainst 

Mr. Johnson is the author of many books ^ including^ most recently ^ Mozart: 
A Life, 



him,orsendotherstodoso,exceptbythelawfuljudgmentofliis 

equalsorbythelawoftheland. 

Tonoonewillweselftonoonedenyordelayrightoijustice. 

PoliticallibertyemergedmorefullyinEnglandinthelTth 
century, whenconstitutionallawyerswereabletouseMagna 
Carta to firmly establish fundamental privileges and rights, 
such as trial by jury, habeas corpus, equality before the law, 
freedom from arbitrary arrest, and parliamentary control of 
taxation.ThecharterwasseenbytheEn^ishnotjustasalaw, 
thefirstoftheStatutesoftheRealm,butalmostasaperson,a 
livinghistoricalgiant.SirEdvardCoke,greatestofthel7th- 
centuryconstitutionallawyers,discussingamendnentsbythe 
House of Lords to the Petition of Rights, declared: “Magia 
Carta is such a fellow that he will have no sovereign.” The 
EoundingP^herstookthelivingimageoverinitsentiretyand 
referredtoMagnaCartaas“sinewy ’ ’and‘ ‘tenacious ,”asthough 
itwereaperson. 

NowtheremarkablethingaboutMagiaCartaisthatitlong 
antedated the struggle for parliamentary democracy or any 
form of representative government. King Edward Fs first 
parliamentofknightsandburges ses ,heldinLondononApril 
25 , 1 275 , came 60 years after Magna Carta and could not 
havebeenheldwithoutit.TheGreatChartercamefourcen- 



MY FIRST ISSUE OF NR 

It was the summerof 1999, andl wentto the airportto 
pickupmywifeandfirstchildastheyreturnedfroma 
visittoherparents’ . After arriving,Ilearnedthattheir 
first leg had been delayed, causing them to miss their 
connection, whichresultedinmywaitingthreehoursat 
theairport.Iwanderedovertoashoptolookformaga- 
zinestoread.UsuallyIreadthenewsweeklies,but,asI 
had subscriptions to these, I needed something else. I 
pickedupcopiesof The NewRepublic (Iwasaconser- 
vative,butIhadaTNRsubscription,whichhadrecently 
lapsed, from back in the mid ’ 90s when The New Re - 

public was“sensiblyliberal”)andN ational Review to 
fillthetime.Thatwasthelasttimeleverread The New 
Republic. I got a subscrip tion to N ationae Review the 

sameweek. 

G. DEVIN EIBAND 
CEDAR PARK, TEXAS 

turiesbeforetheEnglishCivilWar,theexecutionoftheking, 
and the triumph of the House of Commons, five centuries 
before the American Revolution and the ratification of the 
U.S. Constitution, and six centuries before Britain’s Great 
ReformAct. 

The logic behind all this originated in the Great Charter, 
whichestablished,onceandforall,thesupremacyoftheruleof 
law.WhatKingJohn,insigningit,wasadmitting — andwhat 
all his successors were forced to admit in turn — was that he 
was subject to the law, like anyone else. In its clauses were 
enshrinedthesalientfactthattheso^Bignstatewasastatenot 
of kings or individuals, ho weverrich or mighty or numerous, 
butoflaws,andthatthelawsmustalwaysbesupreme. 
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Gun owners 
set to get free 
survival food 

F armers vow to keep up with the rush 
to supply every gun owner who calls 
toll free and beats the deadline to 
claim their free 72- hour survival food kit. 



gun SHOW 




Gun owners are flocking to claim their free 72-hour survival food 
kit before the deadline. 



In a crisis, your number one need 
is food. But not just any food. 

what everyone needs is good-for- 
25-years survival food that you can 
rely on when the time comes that 
food is scarce. 

Well right now - in what is truly 
an unprecedented move - 72-hour 
Food4Patriots survival food kits are 
being given away to readers who 
are gun owners as long as they call a 
special toll-free hotline and beat the 
program deadline. 

“This is all happening because 
we’re worried that the people in 
Washington have an agenda that 
is about more than just guns and 
ammo,” explained Frank Bates, a 
spokesman for the company. 




Military-grade Mylar pouches ensure these 
meals stay fresh for 25 years or more. 



“Control the food, control 
the people." 

We already know that they’re 
coming after our guns ... food could 
be next, and none of us wants to ever 
rely on this or any government to 
keep our families fed.” 

Experts say that everyone should 
have at least a 72-hour supply of 



non-perishable food on hand at all 
times. 

Unfortunately, too many people 
make the mistake of choosing 
products that were never intended 
to be survival food. They end up 
with expensive stockpiles that are 
too big and too bulky to move, 
should an emergency force them to 
leave their homes. 

Chances are, their foods were not 
packaged for a 25-year or more 
shelf life. Most are not. 

And if they were unlucky enough 
to stock up on MREs, they’ll be 
depending on a product that can 
actually make you sick if you eat it for 
too long. 

FoodTPatriots survival foods are made 
of the finest ingedients, grown and 
packaged right here in the USA. 

They taste great. They provide the 
nutrition you need. And they were 
developed specifically for use in 
emergencies - although a lot of folks 
sometimes like them for a quick 
meal or snack. 

Bates explained, “These are 
home-style meals that we package 
in airtight and resealable military- 
grade Mylar pouches that keep 
them fresh and delicious until 
they’re needed. Your family will 
enjoy meals much like they’re 
already eating every day.” 

Every 72-hour kit that’s being 
given away contains four servings 
each of such familiar dishes as 
Liberty Bell Potato Cheddar Soup, 
Blue Ribbon Creamy Chicken Rice, 
Travelers Stew, and the always loved 
Granny’s Homestyle Potato Soup. 

The company’s usual price for the 



72-hour kit is $27.00 plus shipping. 
But gun owners who act quickly 
can pay only the $9.95 shipping and 
handling fee through this program. 

“We’re trying to ensure no gun 
owner gets left out, but they have 
to hurry because we have a limited 
supply of the 72-hour kits we can 
give awayr Bates warned. “Once 
word got out that gun owners could 
get free survival food, our phones 
have been ringing off the hook. We 
actually had to add extra agents to 
keep up with the incredible demand.” 

There is still time to take 
advantage of this free food offer, 
but be aware the program will 
end no matter what at midnight, 
December 31, 2015. 



HOW TO GET YOUR FREE 
72-HOUR SURVIVAL FOOD KIT: 

Food4Patriots is committed to giving 
a free 72-hour kit to everyone who 
calls their toll-free hotline. Just give 
the agent the approval code shown 
below. Provide your delivery instruc- 
tions and agree to pay the $9.95 
shipping and handling fee. That’s all 
there is to it. 

Approval Code: 72FREE 
Toll-Free Hotline: 1-800-716-3830 
Offer Cut-Off Date: 12/31/2015 

Please note: Food4Patrlots says 
they will continue to give away these 
72-hour kits for as long as their 
supplies last. 

Due to media exposure, their phone 
lines may be busy. Just keep calling 
and you will get through. 
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Thefactoftentendstobeforgottenthattheruleoflawis 
far more important than the form of government . Churchill 
may well have been right when he argued that democracy 
wasthebestformofgovernmentonlyinthesensethatitwas 
lessobjectionable than any other. Buthemighthaveadded 
that none was any good unless the rule of law underlay it. 
Andtheruleoflawmustbeestablishedfirst.Thisof course 
wasthefundamentalfactthatmadetheso-calledArabSpring 
suchanonsense.Adozenorsocountrieschangedtheircon- 
stitutions during the spring of 20 1 0 , all to various forms of 
parliamentary democracy. But none established the rule of 
law,soallofthemfounderedthemomenttheyweresubjected 
to serious strain. 

Thereisalonghistoryofwhatlcallthedemocraticillusion. 
TheFrenchRevolutionestablishedwhatitsfoundercalleduni- 
versalmale voting . Itcollap sedatwhatitsnemesis , N apoleon 
Bonaparte, called“thefirstwhiffofgrapeshot.”Francehashad 
nine constitutions since then: all precarious. Garbadi and 



In 1981, WFB wrote a rhapsodic 
column about peanut butter, 
mentioning Skippy as his favorite 
An entrepreneur in Upstate New 
York, Douglas Manly, sent him a 
jar of the peanut butter he pro- 
duced, Red Wing. WFB was 
instantly won over, and Red Wing 
was his official peanut butter for 
the rest of his life. 



MazziniunitedItalyandgaveitauniversalistconstitution.But 
theyhadnomagnacartaintheirhistory,andthereforenofirmly 
establishedruleoflaw,soMussolinimadeshortworkoftheir 
national assembly. The Weimar Republic had a universally 
electedReichstag,andmuchelse.Hitler,inl933,destroyedit 
inamonth.Notleast,thenewSovietstatethatemergedfrom 
theFirstWorldWarhadamagnificentconstitution.Butitwas 
basedonnothingbutrubble.Russia,too,hadneverfoughtand 
wonthebattleforamagnacarta, and therefore whatBedrice 
andSidneyWebbcalled“aperfectdemocracy”producedonly 
the Gulag, with 20 million victims. Mao’s China also had a 
“perfecf’constitution — andTOmillion victims. 

AmericansrightlyperceivedtheimportanceofMagnaCarta 
intheirhistoricalheritageandbuiltonitinthe same way the 
Britishdid.Theyperceivedtheruleoflawtobethenecessary 
preludetoandfoundationofanyconstitutionalprocess. Other 
English-speaking countries, notably Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, and, aboveall,India,havefollowedthesamecourse 
ofdevelopment.SouthAfrica,havingbeenlaunchedthesame 
waytwodecadesago,hasalreadydepartedfromitwithclearly 
disastrous results. There are perhaps 50 states in the world 
whereparliamentarydemocracyinsomeshapehastakenroot, 
andallhavebaseditonasuccessfulbattletoestablishtherule 
oflawfirst. 

ThatisthefactwearecelebratingontheSOOthanniversary 
ofMagnaCarta,andthatisthelessonallaspiringdenDcracies 
inthe worldhavetolearn . 




JOHN HOWARD 

Long Live the 
Nation-State 



R ECENTLY,Singaporecelebrated50yearsofnation- 
hood.Thesuccessofthisremarkablecountryisa 
vividexemplarofthepropositionthatwestilllive 
inaworldofnation- states. 

Singapore ’ s birth in August 1965 was traumatic . It was a 
tinycountrywithnonaturalresources,alandareaoflessthan 
1 ,000 square kilometers, and a population of only 1 .9 mil- 
lion. Effectively, ithadbeenejectedfromtheFederation of 
Malaysia because the pro-Malay policies of the Federation 
discriminatedagainsttheethnicChinesewhoconstitutedthe 
bulkofSingapore’spopulation. 

UndertheenergeticandvisionaryleadershipofLeeKuan 
Yew, Singaporeans set about building apowerful city-state. 
Half a century later, Singapore’ s per capita income is the 
envyoftheregion.Itseconomicstabilityisamagnetforcap- 
italinvestmentfromaroundthe world. 

As the current Singaporean prime minister, Lee Hsien 
Loong,onceremarked to me, “Theonly resource wehad was 
our people.” More specifically, Singapore was nourished by 
fourcrucialelements.First,therewastheferociousworkethic 
and belief in the importance of education, derived from the 
Confucian tradition. Then there was a strong commitment to 

Mr. Howard is a former prime minister of Australia. 
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freeandopentrade.Inaddition,Englishwastaughtinschools 
and maintained as the language of commerce, which bound 
Singapore’s three ethnic groups — Chinese, Malays, and 
Indians — together.Finally,preservingtheessenceoftheBritish 
judicialsystemcementedthenation-state’sunityandstability. 

Singapore has played arole as an active regional citizen, 
but it has also pursued an independent fore ign policy un 
beholden to other nations or groups . It is a member of the 
AssociationofSoutheastAsianNations,butithasbeenmore 
openly pro-American than the other mem- 
bersofthatgroup. 

In an era in which too many nation-states 
have preached the virtues of multilateralism 
and pooled sovereignty, Singapore has re- 
mainedbothindependentandhighlysuccess- 
ful, proving that with the right skill s and 
leadership, thenation-statecannotonlysur- 
vivebutprosper. 

Ironically, the past few months have seen 
the stirrings of nation-state passions in the 
verycountrythatwasonceS ingapore ’scolo- 
nialmaster,theUnitedKingdom.Thereisa 
growing prospect that Britain will vote to 
leave the European Union, something that 
wouldhavebeenunthinkablefiveyearsago. 

Much will depend on what emerges from 
Prime Minister David Cameron’s negotia- 
tions withEUleaders as the terms on which 
BritainmightremainintheEU. 

Thosewhoarehorrifiedattheprospectof 
a “Brexit” usually base their arguments for 
Britain’s EU membership on economics. 
Importantthoughthisconsiderationmaybe, 
it doesn’t address the growing sense in the 
United Kingdom that key features of EU 
membership constitute an affront to British 

sovereignty. 

It was always understood that Britain 
would have to surrender some sovereignty 
when she j oined Europe . Yet in the halcyon 
pro-European 1 970s ,thisdidn ’ tseemtomat- 
tersomuch.Thereweretobemassivebene- 
fits — and wasn’t the world moving toward 
greater multilateralism in any case? Forty 
yearson,asBritainfacesdifferentchallenges,suchashome- 
grownterrorismandpressuresfr omuncheckedimmigration, 
averydifferentattitudeprevails. 

Contrary to what the advocates of the European project 
asserted, the European Union has reduced, not increased, 
Europe’s globalpower.Consensustoactisdifficulttoachieve 
among somany nations .Andmember ship in the wider group 
constrains initiatives by individual states or is used as an 
excuseforinertia. 

Itrankles many Britons thatthe irnation’ s courts are subju- 

gated to the European Court of Justice. Likewise, Britain is 
unable to negotiate her own trade agreements directly with 
other nations , especially in the rapidly growing Asia-Pacific 
region. These considerations, coupled with almost daily re 
mindersthatBritainnolongercontrolsherownborders,have 



fueledagrowingbeliefamongBritonsthattheirelectedgov- 
ernmentis nolongerinchargeof certain key policies. Of 
course, they arecorrect AspartoftheEuropeanUnion,itisn’t. 

Thetradeissueprovidesastarkexampleoflostsovereignty. 

In the past year, Australia has negotiated free-trade agree- 
ments with China, Japan, and Korea. Negotiations for one 
with India have begun. It would literally be impos sible for 
Britaintomakeanysuchagreements,asBrussels controlsall 
suchnegotiations for EU member states . Thatmay nothave 
seemed to matter several decades ago, when 
multilateralfree-tradeagreementssuchasthe 
World Trade Organization’s Doha Develop 
ment Agenda were in vogue. But Doha has 
failed,and,increasingly,bilateralagreements 
that reflect international norms of openness 
arethepreferredroute . 

Thus, a celebration of a half century of 
Singaporeansuccess asanation- state, together 
withagrowingresentmentwithinBritainthat 
she no longer has all the attributes of a 
nation- state, remindsusthatwestillliveina 
world of nation- states . To pretend otherwise 
isdelusional. 

Inmytimeasprimeministeroh\ustralia,I 
measuredtheforeign-policysuccessesofmy 
government according to the health of a 
seriesofimportantbilateralrelationship s,not 
bytheintensityofourmultilateralactivities. 

Australia’s relations with Indonesia have 
always been problematic. That country not 
onlyisournearestneighborbutisfundamen- 
tallydifferentfromusinpopulation,culture, 
religion, andpoliticalheritage.Itisthemost 
populousIslamiccountryintheworld.Guid 
ing Australia’s relationship with Indonesia 
throughsuchdifficultchallenges astheAsian 
financialmeltdown,theindependenceofEast 
Timor, and the terrorist attacks in B ali was in 
every way a bilateral challenge. In each in 
stance, it was a case of two nation-states 
reachinganunderstandingwitheachother.The 
CGDperationbetweenoursecurityforcesinfight- 
ing Islamic terrorism, for example, was due 
entirely to the negotiations of the two nations , 
theirleaders,andthei rgovemmentagencies.Itowednothingto 
regionalassociations,valuableasthosewereinothercontexts. 

Likewise,Australia’ssuccessinstrengtheningherrelations 
withbothChinaandJapan,despiteongoingtensionsbetween 
those two erstwhile enemies , has derived from a capacity to 
dealinasuccessfulbilateralwaywitheachofthem. 

TherefugeecrisisnowburdeningEuropeisahumanitarian 
disaster. Itflows directly fromtheturmoilinSyriaandIraq, 
forwhichthemurderousbehaviorofthelslamicStateispri- 
marily, although not solely, responsible. The failure of the 
Westseveralyearsagotodecisivelysupportmoderateoppo- 
nentsoftheAssadregimeplayedalargepartinproducingthe 
havocEuropeisnowexperiencing. 

Hundreds of thousands of refugees’ desperately seeking 
admissionto Europeancountriesparadoxicallyrequiresboth 



One day WFB called 
articles editor Kevin 
Lynch and told him to 
look out the window. 
Presently a scroll 
descended from Bill’s 
balcony on the third 
floor to Kevin’s window 
on the second floor. It 
was an eagerly awaited 
article from former gov- 
ernor Ronald Reagan, 
which had come in on 
the continuous paper 
used by fax machines 
in those days. 
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compassionandhard-headedness.Thanostneedydeserveshelter 

andcomfort,yetacompletelyopen-doorpolicywillonlymag- 

nifytheproblem. 

This refugee challenge reminds all European nations that 
therighttocontrolone ’ sbordersisabasicelementofnational 
sovereignty. Fourteen years ago, I declared, during an elec- 
tion campaign, that “we will decide who will come to this 
countryandthecircumstancesinwhichtheycome.’Ttstruck 
a chord with the Australian people . It came at a time when 
unauthorized asylum seekers were threatening the historic 
supportoftheAustralianpeopleforhighlevelsofimmigra- 
tiontoourcountry,aswellasthemaintenanceofagenerous 
andhumanitarianrefugeepolicy. 

MY FIRST ISSUE OF NR 

Being an immigrant — legal — I didn’t know anything 
aboutN ATiONAL Review untiltheearlyl990s,whenlreg- 
ularly took the U S Airways shuttle between La Guardia 
andD . C .Inthoseday s ,theairlineofferedtravelersawide 
rangeoffreepublications,andItriedN ationae Review. 
Itmadeanimmediateimpact.Thearticlesresonatedwith 
so much that I was seeing and feeling about what was 
wrongwiththeClintonadministration. 

ThefreeNRontheshuttleseemstohavegonetheway 

ofsomanyfrequent-flierperks,butIameternallygrate- 

fulforit. 

IAN DUNCAN 
SANTA BARBARA, CALIF. 

Mygovernment’spolicyworked.Theillegalarrivals,often 
on fragile boats — many of which sank, taking lives with 
them — were stopped. This was done through a combination 
ofinterceptingandturningaroundboatswhensafetodoso, 
aswellasprocessingasylumseekersoffshorefromAustralia. 

A subsequent government reversed this policy, with disas- 
trous consequences. But when a later government restored 
ourearlierpolicy,theAustralianpeoplefeltthattheirgovern- 
mentagaincontrolledtheirborders. 

SupportforimmigrationcontinuestobestronginAustralia, 
andourpeoplecontinuetosupportagenerousrefugeepolicy. 
AmeasureofthisgenerosityisthewillingnessofAustraliato 
receive 1 2,000Syrianrefugees . 

Thereisabasicpublic-policypointhere.Mylongexperi- 
enceinAustralianpoliticshasbeenthatwheneveragovern- 
ment is seen to have immigration flows under control, 
public supportforimmigrationincreases . Whenthere/er se 
occurs , hostility to immigration rises . With this in mind, I 
am sure that many of the member states of the European 
Union now wish that they still had complete control of 
theirborders. 

The Treaty of Westphalia, which ended the Thirty Years ’ 
War,establishedthenation-stateasthemainorganizingprin- 
I ciple of world affairs. Across the world, there is plenty of 
I contemporaryevidencethattheinstincttopreservethatprin- 
g cipleremainsasstrongasever. 




NIALL FERGUSON 



What Would 
Eisenhower Do? 

A merican foreignpolicy today isin disarray. Faced 
with three major challenges to Western democra- 
cy — a restive Russia, an economically ascendant 
China, and Islamic extremism emanating from a 
strife-torn Middle East — President Obama has struggled to 
formulateacoherentstrategy.HisSeptember28addresstothe 
UnitedNationsGeneralAssemblysummeduptheconceptual 
confusionthathasbedeviledhispresidency.Hespentmostof 
his speech scolding Iran, Russia, andChinafor their various 
transgressions. Butheconcludedbysayinghe was “prepared 
toworkwithanynation,includingRussiaandIran,toresolve 
theconflicf’inSyria. 

Obama admitted that he had left “a vacuum” in Libya by 
ensuringthefalloflV[oammaiQaddafi.Butthepresident’sideal 
outcome in Syria remains “a managed transition away from 
Assad.”InhisU.N.speech,Obamaalludeddisdainfullytothe 
“rule that applied for most of human history . . . that strong 
statesmustimposetheirwillonweakerones.”ButhisRussian 
counterpart, Vladimir Putin, is showing him that weak states 
cansometimesimposetheirwillonstrongeronesiftheyknow 
therudimentsofstrategy. 

Mr. Ferguson is the author ^Kissinger: 1923— 1968: The Idealist^ which 
has just been published. 
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Theydidthingsverydifferently60yearsago,whenaretired 
five-stargeneralwaspresident — amanwho,behindhisgenial 
country-club exterior, understood strategy better than almost 
anyoneinhisgeneration. 

Dwight D. Eisenhower became president as the Soviet 
Union was beginning to close the nuclear gap. In August 
1953, the Soviets tested their first hydrogen bomb . “Ike” 
understood what that signifi ed. “Let me tell you that if war 
comes, it will be horrible,” he told South Korean president 
SyngmanRheein 1954. “Atomic war will destroy civiliza- 
tion . . . .There willbemillionsofpeopledead. . . .Theresults 
are too horribletocontemplate.Ican’tevenimaginethem.”A 
top-secret assessment a year and a half later persuaded him 
that — ashesummarizedtheassessment’sclaims — inthewake 
ofafu ll-blownnuclearwar,“somethingontheorderof65per- 
cent of the[U.S.]populationwouldrequiresomekindofmed- 
icalcare, andinmostinstances, [wouldhave] noopportunity 
whatsoe vertogetit. . . .Itwouldliterallybeabusinessofdig- 
gingourselvesoutoftheashes,startingagain.” 

Eisenhower also feared the economic consequences of an 
unbridledarmsrace.“Spiritualforce,multiplied byeconomic 
force, multipliedbymilitaryforce, isroughly equaltosecu- 
rity,”hewroteinhisdiary.Ifthecostofthearmsraceeroded 
theAmericanwayoflifeandthecountry’seconomichealth, 
it would be self-defeating. What was more, the Soviets 
understoodth isandweredeliberatelyseeking“bytheirmili- 
tarythreat. . .to force uponAmeric a and the free world an 
unbearable security burden leading to economic disaster.” 
Ike’ s“ChanceforPeace”speechofApril 16, 1 953 , sincerely 
lamented the expense of the arms race. (“The cost of one 
modernheavybomberisthis : amodernbrickschoolinmore 
than30cities.”) 

The Soviet threattookmultipleformsinthe 1950s. Though 
SenatorJosephMcCarthygaveanti-Communismabadname, 
there was legitimate public anxiety about what Eisenhower 
himself calledan“organizationin[our]midstwhich,purport- 
ing to beapoliticalpartywithinthenormallyacceptedmean- 
ing,isactuallyaconspiracydedicatedtotheviolentoverthrow 
of ourentiref ormof go vernment . ’ ’ 

With the successful launch of Sputnik 1 , the first artificial 

satellite,inOctoberl957,theSovietsappearedtobecatching 
upnotonlyinmilitarytermsbuttechnologically,tooAnd, cru- 
cially, they appeared to be gaining the upper hand in what 
wouldbecomeknownastheThird World. 

AstheEuropeanempiresfellapartordismantledthemselves 
inthegreatpost-warscrambleto“decolonize,”Moscowsaw 
a huge opportunity. In January 1961, Khrushchev explicitly 
pledged Soviet support for “national wars of liberation.” 
Theideawasto ride the waveof decolonizationbyrepre- 
senting Mos cow as the ally of all revolutionaries and 
brandingtheUnitedStatesasthenewimperialist.Itlooked 
like a winning strategy. “Almost any one of the new-born 
states of the world,” grumbled Eisenhower, “would far 
rather embrace Communism or any other form of dictator- 
ship than . . . acknowledge the political domination of 
another government. ” The “new countries” reminded him 
ofarowofdominoeswait ingtotoppleoneafteranother — 
animagethatwouldproveoneofthemostenduringofthe 
ColdWar. 



Inshort, despiteitsmanifeststrength,theUnitedStatesin 
the mid 1950s felt menaced by the Soviet Union: militarily, 
economically,internally,technologically,andgeopolitically. 

In deciding how best to respond, Eisenhower considered 
threestrategicoptions : tomaintainthestatusquo ;tocomplete 
adefenseperimeterthatwouldhaveencircledtheSino-Soviet 
bloc;or(mostradicalofall)toroll itback,reducingitsterrito- 
rialextent. Thefinalreportof“ProjectSolarium,”astrategy- 
formulating exercise that provided the basis for National 
SecurityCouncildocumentNSC- 162/2, calledforthe“capa- 
bilitytoinflictmassiveretaliatorydamagebyoffensivestrate- 
gicstrikingpower”asthekeystoneofEisenhower’sstrategy. 

With acouple of exceptions , this strategy of brinkmanship 
worked.Cubaand,arguablyJS[orthVietnamweretheonlycoun- 
trieslosttoCommunismonEisenho wer ’ swatch.Thearmsrace 
continued, but it did not inflict significant harm on the U.S . 
economy. The “red scare” subsided. And, despite Sputnik, the 

SovietsgotnonearertheirgoalofmatchingAmericantechno- 
logicalinnovation. 

Eisenhower succeeded partly because the theory of “mas- 
siveretaliation”wasingeni ous.NotonlywouldtheSovietsbe 
deterred, Eisenhower calculated ;so, too, wouldAmericangen- 
erals — from demanding unaffordably large conventional 
armedforces.YetEisenhowersecretlyretainedanintermedi- 
ate option: a limited use of nuclear weapons . As he told the 
JointChiefsofStaff,“WeshouldusethebombinKoreaifthe 
aggressionisrenewed”bytheChinese.(TheJCStookthatto 
includetar getsinChina,too.)“TheUnitedStatescannotafford 
to preclude itselffromusingnuclearweaponseveninalocal 
situation,” Eisenho wer statedinearlyl 955, “if suchuse will 
bringtheaggressiontoaswiftandpositivecessation,andif,on 
abalanceofpoliticalandmilitaryconsideration,suchusewill 
best advance U.S. security interests .” He rq)eatedly told the 
U.S .militarythat“planningsho uldgoaheadonthebasisofthe 
use of tactical atomic weapons againstmilitarytargets in any 
small warinwhichtheU nitedS tate smightbein vol ved . ’ ’ 

Thereasonforthiswasclear.Thethreatofmassiveretalia- 
tionhadadefect,ascriticssuchastheyoungHenry Kissinger 
pointedout.Quitesimply, there weremanymovestheSoviets 
could make that would not seem — at least to the American 
public — tom eritathreatofworlddestruction. The Southeast 
Asia Treaty Organizationofl 9541ookedsuperficiallylikean 
AsianequivalenttoNATO.Butitwasalreadyhardtoseehow 
itsdisparatememberswouldbeabletorespondeffectivelyto 
guerrilla wars of the sortthatCommunistinsurgents liked to 
wage. Likewise, there was broad congressional support for 
Eisenhower’s vaguely worded resolution of January 1 957, 

which pledged theUnitedStatestodefend“theMiddleEast” 
against“overtarmedaggressionfromanynationcontrolledby 
InternationalCommunism.”Buthowexactlywassuchaggres- 
siontoberesisted? 

Limitednuclearwar — usingtacticalnukestocheckthevast 
Red Army — was an option that was never used, so we shall 
never know whether such a war would have escalated into 
Armageddon.ButIkehadother options ,too .Ratherthanbeing 
drawn into fighting multiple Korean-style wars, Eisenhower 
preferred to rely on what was then known as “psychological 
warfare” — ahugecampaignof‘gray”and“black”propaganda 
and covert operations . South Vietnam was flooded with anti- 
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Communist literature produced by the United States Infor 
mationAgency;NorthVietnamwaspenetratedbyCIA-trained 
saboteurs and provocateurs; Indonesia, Laos, and Thailand 
were swamped with American propaganda. There was also a 
huge effort to lock Pakistan into a “northern tier” of pro- 
Westernstates(alongwithTurkey,Iran,andIraq)andtoover- 
comelndia’sneutralitybetweentheWestandtheS ovietUnion. 

Thiswasamultimediacampaignthatinvolvednotonlyeco- 
nomicandmilitaryaidbutalsotradefairs ,exchangeprograms , 
cultural tours , libraries , mobilecinemas , andradiobroadcasts . 
Psychologicalwarfarewasofapiecewithcontemporarytrends 
in commercial advertising: The assumption was that “hidden 
persuaders”couldbeaseffectiveinforeignpolicyasinsales. 

When persuasion fa iled, the alternative was subversion. To 
CIA director Allen Dulles and his contemporaries, who had 
learned their craft during World War II and had then watched 
with dismay as the Soviets ruthlessly changed regimes in 
EastemEurope,therewasnoobviousreasontheUnitedStates 
shouldplaybydifferentrules . 



killedbydronestrikessince2009 . )Thedifferenceisthattoday 
theUnitedStatesdoesnothaveasclearastrategyasitdidthen. 

Eirst, the Obama administration seems inclined to underesti- 
matethemagnitudeofthethreatsweface.TestifyinginEebruary 
beforetheHouseEoreignAffairsCommittee,SecretaryofState 
JohnKerrycalledit“counterintuitivebut. . .true”that“ourciti- 
zens,ourw orldtodayisactually,despiteISIL,despitethevisible 
killings thatyou see andhowhorrificthey are, we are actually 
livinginaperiodoflessdailythreattoAmericansandtopeople 
intheworldtharmormally — ^lessdeathsjessviolentdeathstoday 
thanthroughthelastcentury.”Thismighthavebeenplausiblein 
2010, but since that time there has been a roughly fourfold 
increaseinworldwidefa talitiesfromarmedconflictandasix- 
foldincreaseinfatalitiesfromterrorism. 

Second, the presidentremainsfirmlyconvincedthatAmeri- 
canpowershouldalsobeunderstated.“Nomatterhowpower- 
fulourmilitary,howstrongoureconomy,”hetoldtheUnited 
Nations GeneralAssemblyonSeptember28,“weunderstand 
the United States cannot solve the world’s problems alone.” 



Perhapsthemoststrikingdifferencebetweennowand 
thenisthisadministration’sdeepreluctance tocallan 
ideologicalenemybyitsrealname. 



The overthrow of Iranian prime minister Mohammad 
MosaddeghhadinfactbeenaBritishinitiativ efollowinghis 
nationalization of the British-controlled Anglo-Iranian Oil 
Company,buttheCIAsoongotinvolved,greatlyincreasingthe 
resourcesavailabletofundthecoup.InGuatemala,theinitia- 
tivecamefromanAmericanbusinessinterest,theUnitedPruit 
Company, whichhadbeennationalizedbyJacoboArbenzafter 
his election in 1 95 1 . The Cl A organized a military coup that 
overthrewArbenz,pa instakinglyfabricatingandspreadingthe 
storythathewasaKremlinstooge.Thiskindofoperationwas 
confirmedaslegitimatebyNSC54 1 2,appro vedbyEisenho wer 
onMarchl 5 , 1 954,whichentrustedresponsibilityforplanning 
covertoperationstoDullesbutensuredthattheWhiteHouse, 
theStateDepartment,andtheDefenseDepartmentiiadtheright 
ofapprovalthroughtheso-calledSpecialGroup,asu bcommit- 
teeoftheNationalSecurityCouncil. 

When Eidel Castro seized power in Cuba in January 1959, 
then,itwasonlynaturalthattheCIAshouldbeginworkonan 
operationtogetridofhim,too Asdeputydirectorforplans ,the 
ebullientRichardBissellwasquitereadytocontemplateassas- 
sinations,notonlyofCastrobutalsoofRafaelTrujillointhe 
Dominican Republic and Patrice Lumumba, the Congolese 

primeminister.ThoughthosewhokilledTrujilloandLumumba 
ini 96 lwerenotthemselvesCIAagents,theweaponstheyused 
weresuppliedbytheagency. 

The big difference between then and now is not that the 
United States hasforgottenhowtodosuchnastythings.Onthe 
contrary,moderntechnologymakesitfareasierfortheCIAto 
carry outtargetedassassinationsthanitwas60yearsago. ( In 

Pakistan alone, between 2,000 and 3 ,400 people have been 



This is a version of his earlier statement at the time of the 

Syrian “red line” crisis that the United States is “not the 
world’s policeman.”Theproblemisthatthestatesthepresi- 
dentwantstoworkwith — thelikesofRussiaandIran — arenot 
muchinterestedinpolicework.Rathertheopposite. 

Yet perhaps the most striking difference betweenno w and 
thenisthisadministration’sdeepreluctancetocallanideolog- 
icalenemy byitsrealname.TheCommunistControlActthat 
Eisenhower signed intolawinAugustl954wasexplicit.Inthe 
president’s words, “any citizen who knowingly and actively 
participates in the Communist conspiracy to overthrow the 
government by force and violence should be regarded as 
renouncing his allegiance to the United States and forfeiting 
hisrighttocitizenship.”ComparethosewordswithPreside nt 
Obama’s statements on the subjectof what he prefers to call 
“violent extremism” — from “The future must not belong to 
thosewhoslandertheprophetoflslam”in20 1 2to“ISIIisnot 
Islamic”in2014. 

Today ’sthreatsareofcoursequitedifferentfromthethreats 
ofthe 1 950s .Itisnotimmediatelyob vious ,ho wever,thatthey 
aresmaller.ModernRussiamaynotbetheSovietUnion.But 
Islamic extremism would appear tobe spreadingrapidly, and 
not only in the Middle East and North Africa. And China’s 
economyhasovertakenthatoftheUnitedStates,whenadjust- 
ments are made for domestic purchasing power — a feat the 
SovietUnionnevercameclosetoachieving. 

EuturehistorianswillbeperplexedbytheObamaadminis- 
tration’sinsouciantresponsetothesechallengesAndtheywill 
wonder, unjustly, why National Review did not do more to 
arrestthedeclineofAmericanstrategyandpower. NR 
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In 1948, young Yale undergraduate 
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safety, prosperity, dignity, and purpose. All are necessary and 
nonealoneissufficient. 

Thus the beleaguered condition, as in fighting a swarm of 
bees, of that segment of the electorate, the Right, that neither 
believeseverythingisgoingswimminglynoriscontentwithjust 
bread and circuses. Like a presidential candidate who must 
appeal to every facet of what he hopes to forge into coalition, 
peopleoftensufferthroughtheconfusionofaddressingevery- 
thingatonce.Butinsodoingtheymostlyrelegatetoequalor 
inferiorstatustheonefactormostinfluentialuponalltheothers 
andrecognizedbytheFoundersasprimusinterpares — defense, 
forthesimplereasonthatwithoutittheotherscannotexist. 

Whetherbydistraction,ideology,hostility,animpulsetosui- 
cide,orsimplyignoranceofhistory,wearesteadilycreatingthe 
conditionsforeitheramajorlostwarthatsuddenlyandradically 
will alter both our po sition in the international system and our 
wayoflife,oraspiritlesstwilightofsurrenderthatwillhavethe 
sameeffect, andinto which thepresentadministrationhas led 
ourfirststeps.Lostintheclutterofmaterialismandthedishar- 
monyofourmanyarguments,wehavebecomeblindtoagreat 
wavethatbuildsbeyondthehorizon. 




Text 



MARK HELPRIN 

Dangers on 
The Horizon 



I N thesedaysthatinmanywaysaresimilartotheyearsof 
decadenceandblindnessforeshadowingthetwogreatwars 
of the past century, our attentions are focused mainly on 
intemaldangerstotho'epubhcAstheygatherstrengthfrom 
victorytovictory,wearewitnesstoageometricallyaccelerating 
descentofculture,theenthusiasticburialoftradition,aneduca- 
tionalsystemenchainedinpoliticalcantandsexualclaptrap,and 
aconstanttideofattacksuponreligion,constitutionahsm,individ- 
ualresponsibilityandinitiative,thefreemarket,andAmerican 
nationhooditself.Thechaosofthissparkingdecayisreminiscent 
ofwhatonecanseewhenflyingatnightoverwidespreadthun- 
derstorms.Distantlightningstrikesscatteredinthedarknessare 
likefirefliesonaJunelawnAssoontheylight,theydisappearas 
othersflashelsewhere.Becauseeachisdestructive,disorienting, 
andpartofthesamestorm,itisimpossibletoprioritizethem. 

Bythesametoken,onecannothaveastrongdefensewithout 
astrongeconomy,whichcannotexistforlongwithoutthedis- 
interestedruleoflaw,whichinthiscountrycannotexistabsent 
constitutionalism,whichcannotexistwithoutdecenteducation, 
whichcannotexistinaputrefyingculture — thisorderbeingby 
nomeansahierarchybutonlyonethreadinawebofinterdepen- 
dencythatheretoforehasprovidedAmericans,ifunevenly,with 

Mr. Helprin^ the author of Winter s Tale and A Soldier of the Great War^ 
is a senior fellow at the Claremont Institute^ a defense consultant^ and a veteran of 
military service in the Middle East. 




In 1991, President 
George H. W. Bush, 
who had been a 
friend of WFB’s 
since their days at 
Yale, bestowed on 
him the Medal of 
Freedom, citing him 
as “a tireless worker 
in the vineyards of 
liberty.” 



War breaks the hearts of families and nations. It upends 
economies, often stimulatingbut distorting themas well, and 
otherthaninexceptionalcircumstancesleadingtodebtthatcanbe 
sustainedonlybythediminutionofthenationitself.Wanenslaves 
populations to a cause, creates unbearable grief and suffering, 
andcanbreakpoliticalconsensusandharmonyforgenerations. 
Thinkofwhatthepastl4yearsob^erylimitedwaihavebrought, 
andthenconsiderthepotentialeffectsofanucleardetonationina 
majoicity;anEMEattackresultinginhelplessanarchyandscores 
ofinillionsdead;anepidemicofiiewlyemergingpathogensthat 
wouldfellsimilarmillions ;along ,hard-foughtstrugglewithan 
ascendantmajorpower;anuclearexchangewithanemergingor 
establishednuclearpower;ortheinsidiousandexpandingconse- 
quencesofthecontinualboil-overintheMiddleEast. 

Thoughthesedangersmayno±)eentirelycleaiorimmediately 
present, theyareontheirway,andweareneitherpreparednor 
evenholdingagainstthepressureoftheirapproach.AsEurope 
dissolvesandcannotmountitsowndefense,Russiastrengthens 
and probes. Iran has built a toxic, genocidal bridge from 
Af ghanistan to the Mediterranean. Ifisrael doesn’t strike, Iran 
will underwrite its attempt to dominate the Arab and Islamic = 

worlds withboththepower of nuclear weapons (now, incredi- < 

bly, in effect guaranteedby the West) andthe reappearance of i 
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RussiaintheMiddleEast,ahighlydangerousnon-inevitability 
prevented, until President Obama, by every administration 
sinceNixon’ s .Cbinawillneitberrelinquisbitsaggressiveclaim 
to tbe South China Seanor allow economic dislocation to do 
anythingbutslowthemomentumofitsmilitarybuild-up.These 
are just the beginnings of challenges that, absent our own 
counter-preparations ,promisetobeo verwhelming . 

Notonlyisourresponsetotallyinsufficient,thisadministra- 
tionandourelites,andthebulkofEuropeangovemmentsand 
theirelites ,arethro wingopenthegates .Ifyouareanenemyof 
the West, you can spit in their faces and they will lick your 
boots,confiningtheiraggressiveandcriticalimpulsestotheir 
ownpeoplesandfoundationalprinciples. 

And yet we can indeed have once again the sound policy, 
strategicsense,politicalsolidarity,andnecessaryarmamentsto 
deterour enemies and, if deterrencef ails, soundly defeatthem. 
Butwelackperspective,sobriety,thewilltoself-preservation,and 

MY FIRST ISSUE OF NR 

My first exposure to NR occurred in about 1 994 . r m not 
sure why I got a subscription solicitation, since nothing 
aboutmeatthattimeindicatedthatlwasaprospectivecus- 
tomer,butIdid.IwasthenalongtimeJiard-coreleftistwho 
was beginningtowonderabouthispoliticsafteracoupleof 
years teaching in the famous(ly bad) Kansas City magnet 
schools . Whatr ‘knew’ ’didnotcorrespondtothecoldand 
uglyrealityIfacedeveryday,andaftersometimetryingto 
changereality,Idecidedthatmaybeitwasmythinkingthat 
neededupdatingJwasalsostartingtorecognizethetmthin 
Christianity ’ soutrageousclaims .Tumult. 

Onedaythissolicitationforaprettyexpensivemagazine 
Ihadnever heard of showedup. Icouldnotafforditand 
wrotebacksayingso.Igotarealletterfromsomeonewho 
toldmethatNRhadafundjustforsuchpeople,asortof 
scholarshipfortheneedypoor.Ireceivedthatforoneyear 
andhavepaidmyownwayeversince. 

Andusedthemagazineinmyclassroom! 

JIM CLARK 
OVERLAND PARK, KAN. 

leadership.Thisisasapparentinthesemi-anarchicpoliticsofthe 

UnitedStatesasitisinthenecrosisofEurope.Inthiselectionsea- 

son,astheworldunravelsAmericaneedsneitheijoyfultortoises, 

feloniouspantsuits,ancientsocialists,libertarianshypnotizedby 

wishfultheory,oraraging,egomaniaca]mogulwithallthefinesse 

andunderstandingofarabidhippopotamus.Theywillnotdo. 

Nowignoringthelessonsandsacrificesofthepastandsleep- 
walkingintolostwarsandallthatwillfollow,theAmericanpeo- 
pleneedacandidateanc^residentwhowillmaketheapproaching 
dangers and gathering storms his overriding theme. Would that 
GodinHisgoodnessinsertedintopresidentialpoliticssomeone 
whosemotto,devotion,andinsistentmessagewas“Nomorelost 
wars .”Foritisontheavoidanceohvar,thedeterrenceohvar,and 
victory inwarsthrustuponusthatthefutureofthisnationrests. 
Allgoodworks,hopes,anddreamsareofnoavailiftheycannot 
existinastateo^eacebehindashieldofstrength. 




ANDREW c. McCarthy 

Our Bungled 
War on Terror 



S PEAKING toajointsessionofCongressaweekafter 
nearly 3 ,000 Americans were killed in the 9/11 
atrocities. President George W. Bush outlined the 
onlystrategythathaseverhadachanceofwinning 
the “war on terror.” The plan, which became known as the 
Bush doctrine, had two simple steps: The United States 
would hunt down terrorist organizations — meaning, violent 
jihadists — wherever on earth they setup shop; and nations 
that abetted terrorists wouldbe treated as terrorists — mean- 
ingthattheUnitedStateswouldpressurerogueregimesuntil 
theyreformedorwereousted. 

Fourteen years later, the administration of President 
BarackObamahasinkedamultilateralagreementthatmakes 
Iran,theworld’sleadingstatesponsorofterrorism,athresh- 
old nuclear power. S auctions relief provides it with a $ 1 5 0 
billion windfall that, the mullahs crow, willbe used to con- 
tinueunderwritingHezbollah,Hamas,andtheirotheijihadist 
clients.Thetrillionsspentandlivessacrificedinyearsofwar 
against jihadists in Iraq and Afghanistan have been squan- 
dered, with the former country nowessentially surrendered 
to Tehran while the latter is gradually returning to the 
Taliban — whichObamagiftedwithaseatattheAfghanistan 
negotiationtableandthereleaseofitsdetainedcommanders 
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^ SIXTIETI-->^^MVEPS;^PV ISSLE 



even as the jihadists continued conducting offensive opera- 
tions against our troops and the fledgling government we ’ d 
beenproppingupforoveradecade. 

ThemapofwhatusedtobelraqandSyriamustberedrawn, 
becausemuchoftheterritoryhasbeenseized,andtheborder 
erased, bytheIslamicState(alsoknownasISIS,orISIL — the 
IslamicStateofIraqandal-Sham,ortheLevant)Abreakaway 
factionofal- Qaedathatoriginatedastheterrometwork’ sfran- 
chise in Iraq, ISIS is building its caliphate by barbaric con- 
quest, a rampage in which Christians and other religious 
minorities are programmatically enslaved, raped, crucified, 
immolated,andotherwisebrutalized. 

ISIS’smothership-turned-rival,al-Qaeda,isalsothriving. 
NotwithstandingObama’srisibleclaimstohaveputtheorga- 
nizationon“thepathtodefeat,”itstentaclesnowreachfarther 
thantheydidinthepre-9/1 1 day s,particularlyintheArabian 
PeninsulaandnorthernAfrica — inhubssuchasLibya,anow- 

MY FIRST ISSUE OF NR 

I found N ATiONAL Review in the college library at the 
UniversityofVermontmyfreshmanyear, ’ 73-’ 74. Ithad 
cartoons ,ithadre vie wsofcurrentbooksandmo vies , and 
ithadBillBuckley, whom!’ dbeenreadingin the news- 
papers since I was nine (I was a precocious child — my 
motherusesadifferentterm).Itwastheonlypublication 
that maintained that America was ruled by the Const! 
tutionratherthan aSenatecommittee,CB SNews ,andthe 
NewY orkT /m^^.Andithadstyle. 

Severalyearslater,Iwouldhaveoccasiontowipethe 
dustoffBillBuckley’sphotographintheOfficerCandi- 
dateSchoolHallofFameatFortBenning,Ga.IreadNR 
inthelibr ary there, too . 

DAVID TAGGART 
CALHOUN, GA. 

failed state where a terrorist attack on the eleventh anni ver- 
sary of 9/1 1 killed the U.S. ambassador and three other 
Americanofficials . 

Meanwhile, the world ’smo stinfluentiallslamistorganiza- 
tion,theMuslimBrotherhoo d,hasbeenoustedfrompowerin 
Egypt — nothankstotheObamaadministration,whichcham- 
pioneditsaccessiondespiteitscommitmenttoinstallsharia, 
Islam’s repressive legal code, and its ardent support of 
Hamas, theBrotherhood’sPalestinian branch. TheBrothers 
makeheadwayinother states — includingTurkey,ourNATO 
“ally”whoseIslamistgovernmentisastaunchBrotherhood 
supporter — andthroughout theWest,wheretheBrotherhood 
hasspentthreegenerationsbuildinganimpressivepolitical, 
financial, educational,andsocialinfrastructure. 

Howhavewegonefromasoundstrategytoacatastrophic 
outcome ?Whyareourenemieswinning? 

ThemostsuccinctansweristhattheBushdoctrine,forall 
itselegantsimplicity,provedtoodifficultforourmoderncul- 
turetoapply.The9/l 1 attacks weremore devastatingthanthe 

bombingofPearlHarbor — killingmoreAmericans,destroy- 
ingtheTwinTowers,aniconicsymbolof\mericaneconomic 



might,andstrikingthePentagon,thecenteroh\mericanmil- 
itarymight.Butthis wasnotAmericacirca 1941. 

The schizophrenic Bush administration placed the nation 
on war footing while rhetorically absolving Islam, a main- 
stream, virulently anti-Western interpretation of which doc- 
trinallyunderpinsjihadistterror. 

Of course, sharia supremacism is far from the only con- 
structionofIslam,andMus limsbythetensofmillionsreject 
it, struggle to reformit, or areindifferenttoit.Thedesire to 
avoid alienating them was (and remains) prudent. Yet what 
seizedWashington was notmerelyaprudent desire ; it was a 
politicallycorrectobsession,amulishdeterminationtoavoid 
grasping the ideology that knits disparate Islamist factions 
togetheragainsttheirperceivedenemies: non-Muslims, par- 
ticularly theUnitedStates, Israel, andEurope. 

Willfulblindnessaboutthenatureofathreatdoesnotmake 
thethreatgo away; it creates a voidofthoughtandstrategy. 
InthematterofgrapplingwithIslamicextremism,thatvoid 
has been filledby delusion and opportunism . With a shroud 
over the enemy’s convictions — its belief in a divine sum- 
monstoimplementandspreadsharia,byviolencewhennec- 
essary ; its aim to conquer America and the West, just as it 
believesitconqueredtheSovietUnion — alternativetheories 
ofislamicaggressiongainedcurrency. 

The center-right settled on fantasy : Islam is a “religion of 
peace” with no intrinsic summons to aggression; hence, the 
correlationofIslamandterrorismwasmerehappenstance,not 
causation. Indeed, terrorism was nonsensically reframed as 
“violent extremism” — as if the violence were causing itself. 
Government officials in the United States and Europe even 
referred to jihadist brutality as “anti-Islamic” activity. The 
Bush doctrine was refurbished to prescribe Islam as the 
solution tooursecurityproblem,notasignificantcontribu- 
tor to it. Campaigns to defeat the enemy by military and 
intelligence operations morphed into exercises in sharia- 
democracy-building,onthebien-pensanttheorythatWestern 
liberty and Islamic law were seamlessly compatible. (The 
new constitutions of Afghanistan and Iraq, which the U.S. 

State Department helped draft, explicitly incorporate sharia 
as governing law. Although they also include Western 
human-rightsguarantees,theyprovidethatnolawthatcon- 
tradictsshariais valid.) 

TheLefttookthisballandran withit.NotonlywasIslam 
blameless; the real culprit threatening American national 
security was Americangovernmentpolicy. This wasconve- 
nientlyinterpretedtomeananypolicyabhorrenttotheLeft: 
the pursuit of U . S . interests ; the treatment of terrorism as a 
militaryratherthanalaw-enforcementissue;thedeployment 
ofU.S .forcesinMuslimcountries ;thefocusonintelligence- 
gathering; the detention and interrogation of terrorists; the 
American alliance with Israel and support of its purported 
“occupation” of “Palestine” ; and the failure to engage Iran, 
the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation,ablocof57sharia-promotingMuslimcountries 
hostiletolsraelandfreespeech. 

Ithasbeen 1 4y earsofconsciously avoidingthenatureofa 
growingthreat,ofenabling andempoweringtheenemy.Ifthe 
worldisexploding,itisnothardtoseewhy — oritwouldn’t 
beifweopenedoureyes. NR 
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The Apology 
Policy 

P RESIDENT Barack Obama stmttedintotheOvalOffice 
utterly convinced of his moral rectitude. Unlike his 
predecessors, Obamawouldmakepolicybasedonan 
exquisitely calibrated conscience, sensitivity to 
constitutionalnorms,andacapaciousvisionofinternational 
unity. Among his first official acts was to sign Executive 
Order 1 3492,callingfortheGuantanamoB aydetentionfacili- 
tiestobeclosedwithinoneyear.Terroristswouldhenceforthbe 
handled“inamannerthatisconsistentwithourvaluesandour 
ideals.’The NewYorkTimes swooned. 

HespokeformostoftheDemocraticparty — certainlyfor 
theLeft.ThelateHowardZinn,whose People ’sHistoryofthe 
UnitedStates isstillwidelyassignedinAmericanhighschools 
andcolleges,sawtheWaronTerrorasyetanotheropportunity 
foiAmericanaggression.‘Terrorismhasrf)lacedCommunism 
astherationaleforthemilitarizationofthecountry,formili- 
taryadventuresabroad,andforthesuppressionofcivilliber- 
tiesathome,”hewrote.“Itservesthesamepurpose,serving 
tocreatehysteria.” 

Aparticularkindofblinkeredmoralpreening characterizes 
theLeft’scritiqueof^mericaAlwaysonguardagainstdomes- 
tic xenophobia — after 9/11, many rushed to decry an anti- 
Muslimbacklashthatneveractuallyhappened — itchannelsits 
moral energies into seeking forgiveness from foreign powers 
againstwhichtheU. S .hassupposedly sinned. 

While doctrinaire leftists are full of righteous wrath about 
Western imperialism, slavery, racism, and the rest, they stu- 
diously ignore the slavery, racism, and imperialism of other 
civilizations Arabtradersenslaveduntoldmillionsofikfricans, 

Mona Charen is a nationally syndicated columnist and a senior fellow at the 
Ethics and Public Policy Center. 



Asians, and Europeans over the centuries. Japan’s wartime 
propagandawas steepedinracialsuperiority, andthey okeof 
Ottoman imperialism on non-Muslims could be harsh. The 
massacresofGreeksandArmeniansatTurkishhandsbelong 
inthetragicannalsofgenocide. 

TheU. S . ,likeeveryothemation,hasmanycrimesinitshis- 
tory. But very few of them are recent, and no Democrat is 
proposing to return the American Southwest to Mexico as 
penanceforanexpansionistwar.It’spreciselyourrecenthistory 
thattheLeftviewsastigmatically.JohnKerryproclaimsproudly 
thattheU.S.willnolonger“dictate”toothers,asiftheworld 
hadbeenlivinginfearof^mericanaggression. 

Infact, whiletheU. S . has committedits shareofblunders 
inf oreignpolicy,ithas ,sinceW orldW aril ,moreorles scon- 
sistentlydeployeditspowertoshieldtheweakfromthestrong. 
American power was arrayed to protect Western Europe, 
Greece,andTurkeyfromtheSovietUnion;SouthKoreafrom 
North Korea; South Vietnam from North Vietnam; Taiwan, 
Japan,andthePhilippinesfromChinaandtheUSSR;andIsrael 
fromahostofenemies Alongtheway,theU. S .extendedsupport 



MY FIRST ISSUE OF NR 

ThefirsttimelsawacopyofN ationae Review wasafter 
a football game at my high school, Manheim Township 
HighSchool,inNeffsville,Pa. Itwasthefallofl968and 
Iwasaseniorandatrumpetplayerintheband. 

Afterthegame,afellowbandmemberandIweretalking 
intheparkinglotandheshowedmeacopyofNRbecause 
webothwereonthehigh-school-newspaperstaffandinter- 
estedinpolitics .Idon’ tthinkitwasabigdealbackthenin 
conservative Lancaster County, Pa. , but today it would 
probablybelikesharingacopyof Playboy magazine. 

MARK STALNECKER 
CENTREVILLE, DEL. 

todemocraticmovementsinthePhilippines,Kurdistan,Africa, 

LatinAmerica,andbeyondJthascometotherescueoKjrenada, 

Kuwait,BosniaandHerzegovina,Kosovo,andSomalia. 

Thatstreakhasbeenbrokennow.OneofSecretaryofState 
HillaryClinton’sfirstactswastoreassureChinathathuman 
rightsdidnottoptheObamaadministration ’ slistofconcerns . 
“ItisessentialthattheUnitedStatesandChinahaveaposi- 
tive, cooperative relationship,” Clinton said. “Successive 
administrationsandChinesegovernmentshavebeenpoised 
backandforthonthese[human-rights]issues,andwehaveto 
continuetopressthem.Butourpressingonthoseissuescan’t 
interferewiththeglobaleconomiccrisis,theglobalclimate- 
changecrisis,andthesecuritycrisis.” 
Obamahas“reset”relationswithRussia,anationthatjails 
and murders opposition leaders, commits atrocities in 
Chechnya,seizestheCrimeanPeninsula,assistsseparatistsin 
loppingoffchunksofUkraineandshootingacommercialjet- 
lineroutofthesky,propsupBasharal-AssadinSyria,sells 
advancedanti-aircraftweaponstoIran,andscaresPolandand 
theB altic statesoutoftheir wits . 
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We, the ‘ ‘guilty’ ’ nation eager to make amends , now offer 
Castro’s Cubabusiness, diplomatic recognition, and hard 
cash.Inexchangeforthis,theCubanregimegivesnothingand 
continues to brutally suppress democratic dissidents. About 
this,theLeftissilent. 

IntheMiddleEast,theadministrationhastakentotreating 
Israel and traditional American allies with contempt while 
wrappingitsarmsaroundIran,theworld’sleadingsponsorof 
terrorism.ThroughtheirconcordatwiththelslamicRepublic, 
the administration and the Democratic party also find them- 
selves , ineffect, onthe sideof As sad’ s Syria, whichrecei ves 
crucialsupportfromIran.That,inturn,strengthensthehand 
ofISIS,whichcanclaimtobetheSunnistronghorseagainst 
theSyria-Iran-Russiaalliance. 

When not truckling to enemies outright, the Left ’ s foreign- 
policythinkersrockgentlyinadreamworld.Theyimaginethat 
Americaninterventionismistheoriginalsinandareguidedbythe 
vacuousmaxim“Don’tdostupid[stuff]” — ^thewordswithwhich 
WhiteHouseofficialsarereportedtohavedescribedObama’s 
approachtoworldaffair s .Theyfancythatwarscanbe‘ ‘ended’ ’ 
regardlessofwhethertheenemysharesthisdesireandbelieve 
thatappeasementwillsoftenthehardestadversary.The“tideof 
warisreceding,”pronouncedthedeludedcommander-in-chief 
as hundreds of thousands of Syrians wereblastedby Iranian- 
supplied barrebombsandmillionsofrefugeesspilledintoneigh- 
boring states; as theTalibanrecapturedAfghan cities America 
hadhberated;asISISgainedcontrolofIraqioilfields,gibbeted 
children for breaking the Ramadan fast, and smashed ancient, 
irreplaceabletreasuresinPalmyra;asChristiansandYazidiswere 
murderedfor their beliefs, womenforcedinto sex slavery, and 
hostagesbeheadedorbumedalivebeforetheentireworld. 

Amodest United States , stooping under the weight of past 
offenses, has reduced its military to levels not seen since the 
1930s. While technology has altered the calculus of naval 
power, numbers still matter. Last year. Admiral Jonathan 
Greenert,thenchiefofnavaloperations,testifiedthattheNavy 
wouldneed450shipstomeetitsworldwidemissions;today,it 
has289,halfasmanyasitdidinthelastyearsoftheReagan 
administration. China, among other rivals, has noticed. It 
harassesthePhilippines,Japan,andVietnam,andbuildsartifi- 
cialislandsintheSouthChinaSeafromwhichtotakecontrol 
of disputed territories. “It’s my sense that some nations view 
freedom of the seas as up for grabs,” observedAdmiral Scott 
Swift,commanderoftheU.S.PacificLleet.Itdoesn’ttakelong 
forthevulturestocircle. 

AdiminishedAmericahasgivenrisetochaosandacutesuf- 
fering.The“handsoff”policyinSyriaandtotalwithdrawalof 
troops from Iraq have together created a human-rights cata- 
clysmfortheregionandanimmigrationcrisisofhistoricpro- 
portionsfor Europe. The flowering of ISIS intheungovemed 
regionsoftraqandSyriaisahorrorflickcometolife,whilethe 
nucleardeal’saggrandizementoflranplungestheworldintoa 
potentialnightmareo^roliferationorevennuclearwar. 

Doing penance for imaginary American crimes , the Demo- 
craticLefthas inflictedrealharm. As ageopoliticalmatter, the 
dechneof\mericaipoweihasmadetheworldafarmorechaotic 
anddangerousplaceAndasamoralmatterAniericandiffidence 
hasspelledmiseryanddeathfoihundredsofthousandsofliuman 
beings,andmayyetcondemnmillionsmore. 




DAVID PRYCE-JONES 



The Mideast’s 
Plastic Hour 

“plastic hour,” in Karl Marx’s useful phrase, occurs 
whenthecourseofeventsissoconfusedandconfusing 
thatitcouldgothiswayorthat,whichisthecaseright 
nowasmillionsoflVtuslimsfleetheMiddleEasttoreach 
somewhere,anywhere,inEurope.Oneinfourorfivearegenuine 
refugees from the fighting in Syriaandiraq. The majority are 
migrants outtobetter their circumstances. Taken together, their 
arrivaldayafteidayisastandingvoteofiioconfidencdntheiiDwn 
countries.ThiasacoUectivq)henomenonAnundefinedneworder 
isstmgglingtobebomoutofacivilizationthatrefusestodie. 

As a correspondent during the Six-Day War of June 1967 
betweenIsraelanditsArabneighbors,Ihappenedtowitnessjust 
suchacollectivephenomenon,admittedlyonascalefarsmaller 
thantoday’s.PalestinianinhabitantsoftheWestBank — untilthat 
moment under Jordanian rule — were leaving their homes en 
masse, abandoning the elderly and infirm, their livestock and 
theirpossessions,sometimeswithdishesstillwarmonthetable 
ofanemptyhouse,inordertocrossaricketywoodenbridgeinto 
Jordan. Theirfears and hopes were unreal. They believed that 
Moshe Dayan, the general in charge of Israeli military opera- 
tions, would massacre and disperse them, as strongmen in the 
Middle East are accustomed to do. I stopped afew families in 
fiighttotrytoexplainthattheywereboundtobeworseoffwith- 
outworkoiaroofoftheiiDwnDispersingthemselves,theywere 
placing control of their lives in unknown hands . Nobody paid 
attention.Theshutteredexpressionontheirfaceshasstayedwith 
me.Onlyafewweekslater,YasseiArafatbeganthearmedcam- 
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paignthatmadehimthe strongmanof the Palestinians andput 
paidtoanyideaofpeaceandaretumtoformerhomes. 

Intherecentdeath- throey ears, Iran, Turkey, andEgypt, the 
major Muslimnation-states in the Middle East, have all three 
altematedbetweenIslamismandseculamationahsm.Yetwhatever 
theideologyissupposedtobe,coups,riggedelections,controlof 
themedia,andinstitutionalinjusticeofeverykindarecharacter- 
isticscommontoallatalltimes.Turkey’spresident,RecepTayyip 
Erdogan^ndEgypt’spresidentAbduFattahal-Sisi,professbelief 
systemsthatareincompatible,yettheyareidenticalwhenitcomes 
torewritingtheconstitutionto suitthemselves .The shahofiran 
wascertainlyguiltyofabusingcivilrights,but 
the ayatollahs who deposed him have ordered 
themurdero^rotestersonafarlargerandmore 
arbitraryscale.Puttingdowntheso-calledGreen 
Revolution,theywereevidentlyableandwilhng 
tocommitamassacre.Aprisoneraccusedinan 
Iranian court of the meaningless charges of 
“waging war on God” and “corrupting the 
earth” is facing a death sentence. Aprisoner 
accused in a S audi court of “violating Islamic 
values” is likely to be beheaded. Saddam 
Hussein spoke for every Muslim strongman 
when he defined law as “two lines above my 
signature.”Inpractice,itmakesnodifferenceto 
thevictimiftheexecutionerortortureriswear- 
ingaturbanoramilitarypeakedcapwithbraid. 

B etween approximately 2008 and 20 1 2, up 
heavalsinatleasttenArabandMuslimcoun- 
tries resulted in estimated totals of 34,500 
people shot and killed, 60,000 wounded, and 
600,000 refugees . Giving birth to nothing, the 
ArabSpringtumedouttobeanextensionofthe 
lingeringdeathbedcondition,yetanotherlastgasp.Inthecase 
of Libya, no strongman has emerged after the lynching of 
MoammarQaddafi,andthereforedailylifeisaHobbesianfree- 
for-allwithoutevensomearbitrarylaw. 

CivilwarinSyriaandthehaplessforeignpolicyofthegreat 
powersgavetheanonymouspreacherwhogoesbythenameof 
AbuB akral-B aghdadihisopportunity.Inatextbookillustration 
ofthewaystrongmenhavealwaysriseninthisMuslimciviliza- 



tion,hematerializedinthesummeroflastyearattheheadofa 
bodyofarmedmenwhotookthecityofMosulbysurpriseand 
establishedapowerbase.BlackbannersidentifythemasSunni 
Muslims supposedly doing battle on religious grounds with 
Basharal-AssadandhisIraniansponsors,alldefinedasShiites. 
Conquering and occupying alarge area of Syria and Iraq, and 
proclaiminghimselfcaliphofarevivedcaliphate(alsoknownas 
the Islamic State, “Da’ esh” in Arabic), Baghdadi exploits reli- 
gious faith in order to engage in a classic territorial dispute. 
Imposedostensiblyforthefaith,sharia,Muslimlawasordained 
bytheKoran,ismerelyaninstrumentofcontrol. 

Such a career has no moral aspect. The su 
premebutunwrittenlawhasitthatthesoleeffec- 
tiveresponsetooppositionisahigherlevelof 
brutality AcapturedJordanianpilotwaslocked 
intoacageandbumedaliveinoneofiiumerous 
publicexecutions.Infrontofotherintimidated 
spectators,an82-year-oldarchaeologistwasbe 
headed inPalmyra, the Greco-Romanruinthat 
hadbeenhislife’sstudy.Twosmallboyswere 
gibbetedforeatingduringthehoursofdaylight 
fastingthatisareligiousobligationduringthe 
monthofRamadan.Homosexuals,theirhands 
tiedbehindtheiiback^ethrownofftallbuildings 
totheiideath;Yazidis,adefenselessrninoritywith 
doctrinesandritesultimatelyderivedfromislam, 
areforcedatgunpointoutoftheiihomes,andany 
capturedwomensoldintosexslaverylntelhgence 
sources estimate that at least 30,000 young 
Muslims,maleandfemale,havearrivedasvol- 
unteers for jihad from about 90 countries ; on 
somedaysasmanyastensuicidebomberscoor- 
dinateoperationstoblowthemselvesupltworks. 
CommandersandtheirmilitiasinLibya,Mali,Nigeria,andelse- 
wherealreadysweamllegiancetothecahph.Baghdadilikestosay 
thatiiewillbecapturingNewYorkandRome,bywhichhemeans 
thecompleteChristianworld.Oneofhisspokesmengoesfurther: 
“It’sourdreamthatthereshouldbeacahphatenotonlyinSyriabut 
inalltheworld,andwewillhaveitsoon,Godwilling.”Andstill 
theUnitedStatesanditsalliesareunabletodecidewhetherthese 
arelittlelocaldisturbancesoragenuinecollectivephenomenon. 




The Triple Bifurcated 
Chauvinator was a gift 
to WFB from an admir- 
er, to assist in enthusi- 
astic flag-waving. 



When National Review published its first issue, a tiny group of thinkers, activists, and politicians made up the conservative 
movement. Since then, it has grown into a major force in American life. Herewith, a timeline of 60 turning points that, over 60 
years, marked or made possible its success. 




National Review is published for 
the first time. Its 29-year-old 
editor, William F. Buckley Jr., 
says the magazine “stands 
athwart history, yelling Stop, 
at a time when no one is 
inclined to do so, or to have 
much patience with those 
who so urge it.” Buckley edits 
National Review for the next 
35 years, making it the 
nation’s leading conservative 
periodical. 



Random House 
publishes Ayn Rand’s 
Atlas Shrugged, a 
dystopian novel that 
galvanizes libertari- 
ans and proves 
enduringly popular. 

A brutal review by 
Whittaker Chambers 
in National Review 
highlights divisions 
between conserva- 
tives and libertarians. 
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Aaron Director founds 
The Journal of Law 
and Economics, 
launching the most 
important legal move- 
ment in the post-war 
period. It contends 
that laws must be 
evaluated by their 
economic conse- 
quences in addition 
to their ability to dis- 
pense justice. 
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Young Americans for 
Freedom holds its first 
meeting and adopts the 
Sharon Statement, an 
expression of conserva- 
tive principles emphasiz- 
ing political and economic 
liberty. Written by M. 
Stanton Evans, it takes 
its name from the 
Connecticut town 
where Buckley lives. 



I www.nationalreview.com 



52 NATIONAL REVIEW 



NOVEMBER 19, 2015 



Yet,asoftemoted,blackAmericansareiiifactdeeplysocially 
conservative.TheyareAmerica’smostreligiousgroup,accord- 
ingtoa2009PewResearchCenterpollDespitethepublidmage 
of black people as “ghetto” libertines, overall they tend to be 
moreopenlyopposedtopremaritalsexthanmanyothergroups 
are.BlackAmericahasbeenslowtoaccepthomosexualityand 
gay marriage. Social views thatblue- state Americans describe, 
withachill,as“Republican”areoftenheldbyamajorityofthe 
blackAmericans whom those same blue-state Americans think 
warmlyofas“real.” 

Moreover, the radical strain ofblack political ideology has 
little purchase among ordinary black people. Few have any 
interest in the fantasy of reparations for slavery. Most black 
people,i^resentedwiththepropositionthatweneedsomething 
as unprecedented in human history as the absence of racism 
(socialorinstitutional)tosolveourproblems,wouldrecoil. 

The reason black America nevertheless votes Democratic 
almosttoamanis,initsway,religious.AsIhaveargued,one 
signthatAmericahasmademoreprogressonracethancertain 
doomsayersinsististhatthenation’struereligionisnowAnti 
racism.Inwhites,itmanifestsitselfastreatingtheManichaean 
pessimismofabooksuchasTa-NehisiCoates’slatestasscrip- 
ture;urgingritualisticatonementfororiginalsinintheformof 
“acknowledging”one’sWhitePrivilege;discouragingtheblas- 
phemyofseriousquestions(suchaswhyonewhitecop’skill 
ing a black man is a more urgent problem than black men’s 
killingoneanotherbythehundreds);andyearningalwaysfora 
hazily defined Great Day, a Revelation (whoops, revolution), 
whenwhites“outthere”trulyunderstandblackpainandwalk 
ingrace. 

AmongblackAmericans,thereligionmanifestsintheguid- 
ing idea that racism is the most urgent and interesting thing 
aboutbeingblack.Thissenseismostvividamongtheintelli- 
gentsiaandthepoliticallyradical.Butithasbecomepartofthe 
generalblack-Americanwayofthinkingtosuchanextentthat 
oneisnottovoteforaRepublican,regardlessofhisbeliefsand 
platform,simplybecause“Republicansareracist.” 

Asprogressiveasitmayseemtodaytotreatracismasadeci- 
si ve is sue in allotting one ’ s vote, it would have seemed self- 
defeatingtoblackpeopleS Oor 1 OOy ear sago .W.E .B .DuB ois 
supportedWoodrowWilsondespiteknowingthatWilsonwasa 
racistwhoseidealworldwouldbe“inhabitedbyflaxen-haired 
waxdolls.”MartinLutherKingJr.andhisallieshadnointerest 
inwhetherJohnF.Kennedyfeltforblackpeople ’ splighfhnhis 
heart,” as the Black Lives Matter questioner put it to Hillary 
Clinton in August. The idea was not whether a candidate 



“understood”racism, but whether his policies were, compara- 
tively,betterforblackpeoplethantheotherperson’s. 

That such a rationale seems backward today reveals the 
extenttowhichAntiracismdistractsusfromwhatactualpoli- 
ticsissupposedtobe.Forexample,socialconservatism( which 
Imyselfdonotadhereto)isnottheonlythingblackpeopleand 
Republicans tendtohaveincommon;pro-blackpoliticalpro- 
grams are hardly as unusual among Republicans as typically 
thought.GeorgeW.Bush,forexample,openedhispresidency 
proposingNoChildLeftBehindasawaytoaddresstheracial 
gap in school performance and faith-based initiatives as a 
way to help poor black communities help themselves . Yet 
aftermentioningtheBushadministration’spro-blackpolicies 
inprintaround2003,Ireceivedatartnotefromtheeditorof 
a prominent black publication asking what policies I could 
pos siblybereferringto . 

Only the religion of Antiracism could have blinded him to 
somethingatthetimesoobvious.Onemightsupposeblackpeo- 
ple fear that Republicans will eliminate the safety net that the 
Roosevelt and Johnson administrations provided for the poor 
and,therefore,muchofblackAmerica.However,anysuchfear 
isnowahabitualgestureratherthanaresponsetoanactualstim- 
ulus.Progresshappensslowly,butithappens;apartythatsought 
to re-create the heartless social- welfare policies of America 
before the 1930s would rapidly cease to exist. The revision of 
welfarepoliciesinl996wasnotanexception:Itwasanobscure 
mattertomostpeopleotherthanpolicywonksandsocialscien- 
tists,anditdidnotleadtothemiseryandindigencethatskeptics 
hadpredicted. 

Atthispoint,however,Republicansbearaheavyresponsi- 
bilityforperpetuatingthedisconnectbetweenblackbeliefsand 
black voting patterns . Today, a claim that Republican policies 
arenotracistisreadilyshouteddownviareferencetothenoto- 
riousvoter-IDlawsthatRepublicanshavebacked. 

InseekingtoreduceDemocraticvotingtalliesbymakingit 
harder for their most dependable allies to cast a vote, these 
voter-ID policies arebrutally pragmatic more thanracist. The 
pragmatismis,tobesure,callouslydismissiveofablackperson’s 
basicrightto vote , especially since , notlong ago , many black 
peoplewerebarredfromvotingonthepainoftheirbodiesand 
evenlives.Nevertheless,thereisamassivedifferencebetween 
forbidding people to vote and indirectly discouraging them 
fromdoingso.Claimsthatvoter-IDlawstakeusbacktoSelma 
areperformanceart . 

Yetthedistinctionhereisfine,andfewblackpeopleorother 
Democrats will be inclined to acknowledge it in a culture that 




Irving Kristol and Daniel 
Bell release the first issue 
of The Public Interest, a 
domestic-affairs quarterly 
in which neoconserva- 
tives— liberals “mugged 
by reality,” in Kristol’s defi- 
nition-express dissatis- 
faction with Great Society 
liberalism. It publishes 
continuously for four 
decades, until 2005. 



Buckley loses his race 
for mayor of New York 
City. Asked what he will 
do if he prevails, he 
quips: “Demand a 
recount.” His campaign 
reinvigorates conserva- 
tives demoralized by 
Goldwater’s defeat a 
year earlier and helps 
establish him as a 
public intellectual. 



Buckley’s public-affairs program Firing Line makes its debut, 
going on to become the longest-running television show of its 
type when it ends in 1999. It showcases Buckley’s skills as a 
debater and introduces conservative ideas to a mass audience. 
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fetishizes the exposure and denunciation of racism. Voter-ID 
lawsareresolutelyinterpretedas“racist,”andtheyhavesetthe 
relationship between black voters and the Republican party 
backforatleastageneration.InthereligionofAntiracism,the 
equivalentoftheongoingmenaceofSatanisthenotionofan 
ever-looming“backlash”againstthegainsofthel960s,ledby 
Republicans anddesiredbytheunenlightened whites, always 
‘ ‘outthere , ’ ’whodidn ’ tvoteforObama.N othinghase verbeen 
more readily interpretable as that vision come to life than 
voter-IDlaws. 

Ofcourse,someRepublicans,pragmaticagain,mightobject 
thatnoneofthismattersbecauseblackscouldneverhavebeen 
swayedtovoteforthemanyway.Butthatisanuntestedpropo- 
sition.Republicanshavebeenmuchtooindirectindemonstrat- 
ing the benefits of their policies to black voters . Antiracismis 
nottheonlyreasonthateditorcouldn’tseetheBushadministra- 
tion ’ spro-blackprograms .Theadministrationhadfailedtospell 
out the implications of thoseprograms forblackAmericain a 
directandongoingway.Onespeechtothateffectbythepresi- 
dentcouldhavedonewonders;itneverhappened. 

Theproblemcontinuestoday.PaulRyan’splanforfighting 
poverty couldeasilypassforanNAACPpolicypaper.Black 
America will never know a thing about it, however, if Ryan 
continuestoreferonlyto poverty andnotto rac^.Whynota 
clear statement thatthe plan, inbeing aimed at poverty, will 
benefit black America directly, along with editorials stating 
thisinblackpublications?Meanwhile,theAntiracismreligion 
handily paints Ryan’s plan as paternalistic, pathologizing, 
and — ofcourse — racist. 

Forthetimebeing,itishardtoavoidtheconclusionthatthe 
caricatureoftheblackconservativeasasinisterunicomhasa 
lotoflifeleftinit. There was atimewhenblackpersons with 
unquestionable black- authenticity bona fides, such as author 
Zora Neale Hurston, were fans of Booker T. Washington — 
advocateofself-help — ratherthanofDuBois,whofocusedon 
decryingracism. Today,arallyingbooksuchasTavisSmiley’s 
The Covenant with Black America incants at the end of each 

chapter that black people must hold politicians “responsible” 
forfollowingthroughonpromisestotheblackcommunity.But, 
withvotingforracistRepublicansoffthetableandnotvoting 
atallseenasawayofhandingthecontesttothem,theideaof 
holdingaDemocrat“responsible”ismeaningless. 

Thevoter-IDlaws,combinedwiththeforcesof\merica’strue 
I religion,willkeepblackAmericainthisholdingpattemforsome 
I time. Butitistobehopedthat someday blackAmericawillgo 
g backtoexpressingitsdiversity — i.e. , itself — initspolitics. 




MATT RIDLEY 



Climate 

Coercion 

P REDICTING catastrophe is a lucrative business. By 
doing so, the big environmental groups, such as 
Greenpeace , Friends oftheEarth, the WorldWild 
life Fund, and the Sierra Club, have grown into 
leviathanswithannualbudgetsinthehundredsofmillionsof 
dollars. They stir up a media frenzy aboutpresent or future 
harm (population, pesticides, famine, acid rain, sperm 
counts, theozonelayer,andsoon);gettheirmostarticulate 
spokespeople on tele vision, preferably with a celebrity or a 

Mr. Ridley^ the author of The Evolution of Everything^ has written about 
climate change and other scientific topics for more than 25 years. 
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gimmick involving rappelling; and sit back and watch the 
dollarsrollin. 

Whatisdifferentaboutthepresentclimatescareistwofold. 

First, the mainstream scientific community joined in. 
Scientists had been the enemy in some previous scares, for 
examplefindingthemselvesmostlyatoddswithenvironmen- 
talistsovergeneticallymodifiedorganisms.Butthistime,aca- 
demicswerepartofthefundinggoldrush — andnotjustclimate 
scientists,butalmosteverytypeof academic. Biologists found 
thatgrantscametheirwayiftheysaidtheywerestudyingbutter- 
fliesorturtleswithaviewtounderstandingtheimpactofclimate 
change.Sociologistsfoundthattheycouldtrouserbigsumsjust 
for studying why people didn’t “believe” in climate change. 
Youcannowgetdegreesin“climatecommunication” — what- 
everthatisAndsoon.Climatescience,onceaquietbackwater, 
exploded into a huge scientific endeavor, reaching something 



Until he acquired his 
first word processor 
in the early Nineties, 
WFB wrote all his 
books, columns, 
and articles on 
Fifties-model Royal 
typewriters. This is 
the one that lived in 
his office at NR. 



like$2billionperyearinfederalfundingtodayAndithastumed 
into a scientific cuckoo’s nest in which other disciplines are 
elbowedasideandbestpracticesaredisregarded. 

Thelinebetweenenvironmentalistandscientisthasbecome 
blurred.Severa^rominentclimatescientistsmoonhghtdoingpaid 
workfoiGreenpeaceortheWorldWildlifeFund.Inonecasethat 
recentlycametolight,aclimatologistnamedJagadishShukla,on 
asix-figuresalaryfromGeorgeMasonUniversity,spenthisspare 
timea^residentofliisownglobal-climate-changdnstitute,which 
wassomassivelyendowedwithfederalfundsthathewasableto 
drawdown assalaryovei$l .Smilhoninthreeyearsfoihimselfhis 
wife,and hisdaughter.Thiscametolightonlyafteihehadhadthe 
cheekto signaletterdemandingthatthosewhocontestedthedan- 
gersofclimatechangebeprosecutedunderorganized-crimelaws. 

Theseconddifferencebetweentheclimatescareandprevious 

environmentalpanicsisthat,becausethiscatastropheisalways 



inthecomparativelydistantfuture,predictionsofitare largely 
immune to debunking. The failure of the climate overthepast 
threedecadestowarmanywherenearlyasfastaspredictedhas 
matteredlittle.Activistsjustreachedforsomeexcusetoexplain 
away the dearth of warming and then asserted that the future 
wouldbeevenworsethanwehadthought. 

That’sascientificsin.Makingpredictionsthatfail,andthen 
making excuses for failure, is what distinguishes pseudo- 
sciencefromscience.Butit’snowroutineinclimatescience. 
ThebestexampleoMsthereactiontothe“pause”or“hiatus” 
inwarmingthatevenmainstreamscientistsagreehasoccurred 
roughlysincel997. 

Thispausewasnotpredicted.Infact,severalprominentchmate 
scientists have stated that apause of more than 1 5 years would 
undermine the claim that anthropogenic climate change poses a 
danger.Here’swhatoneofthem,PhilJones,headoftheClimatic 
Research Unit at the University of East Anglia, wrote in 2009, 
when the pause was only adecade old: “Bottomline: the ‘no 
upwardtrend’hastocontinueforatotaloflSyearsbeforeweget 
worried”thatchmateprojectionsareinaccurateAstatementfrom 
theNationalOceanicandAtmosphericAdministrationassertedin 
2008thatitssimulations“ruleout(atthe95%level)zerotrendsfor 
intervalsofl 5yiormore.’Thq)ausdsnowaroundl Syearslong. 

Someobserversareeagertodeclarethatthepausehasended, 
sinceit’slookinglike20 1 Swillprovetobethewarmestyearyet, 
byafewtenthsofadegree,inatleastsomeofthesurface-data 
sets (althoughnotnecessarilyinthesatellitedata).But another 
wayo^uttingthisisthat,inthiseraofsupposedlyrapidclimate 
change,ithastaken 1 Syearsfortheglobalaveragetemperature 
toclearlybreaktherecorditsetinl 998 .Whetherthisrepresents 
thestartofasurgeintemperaturesoraresumptionofthegradual 
warmingofthe 1 990sremainstobeseen. 

Morethan20“explanations”ofthepausehavenowbeenpub- 
lishedinthescientificliterature,manyofthemlittlemorethan 
hand-wavingguesses.Buttheexplanationthatmakesthemost 
sense — ^thatclimatemodelshaveoverestimatedthesensitivityof 
theclimatetocarbondioxideandunderestimatednaturalinflu- 
ences onclimate, implyingboththatthe warmingofthe 1 990s 
waspartlynaturalandthatthe warmingofthe 2 1 stcentury will 
belessthanexpected — ^isstronglyresisted. 

There is nothing unusual about scientists ’ pushing their pet 
theory,seekingevidencethatsupportsit,andignoringevidence 
thatdoesnot.Thisisanormalhumantendencyknownas“con- 
firmationbias.”Itisamyththatscientistschallengetheirown 
theorie s . B ut they do challenge one another ’ s , and that ’ s what 
keepssciencehonest. 




Nellie Gray leads the 
first March for Life in 
Washington, D.C., one 
year after the Supreme 
Court’s Roe v. Wade 
decision. The march 
becomes an annual 
event, attracting hun- 
dreds of thousands of 
participants— if not 
much attention from 
mainstream media. 



r>- 

o> 



O) 

DC 

LU 

DO 

o 

I— 

o 

O 




Friedrich Hayek wins the 
Nobel Prize in 
Economics. A native of 
Vienna and a father of 
“Austrian economics,” 
Hayek came to renown 
in the United States for 
his 1944 book. The 
Road to Serfdom, which 
warned that central 
planning can lead to 
tyranny. He resisted the label “conserva- 
tive,” preferring “classical liberal.” 
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In Buckley V. Valeo, the 
Supreme Court strikes 
down limits on campaign 
spending on First 
Amendment grounds. The 
plaintiff is Senator James 
Buckley, a New York 
Republican and the big 
brother of National Review’s 
founder. In 2010, the 
Supreme Court extends the 
ruling in Citizens United. 
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Following several 
defeats, Reagan wins 
North Carolina’s 
Republican presidential 
primary, keeping alive his 
hope of capturing the 
GOP nomination from 
incumbent Gerald Ford. 
He fails in this immediate 
goal, but the win sets 
him up for success four 
years later. 
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Andthatiswherecertainclimatescientistspulledoffatrick. 
They managed to impose amonopoly hypothesis, a“consen- 
sus,” and deny funding, publication, and supportto anybody 
whodissentedfromit.TheydidsothroughtheUnitedNations’ 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, who se compen- 
diousreportshavedefinedwhatonemayandmaynotsayabout 
thechangingclimate . 

AsProfessorJudithCurryofGeorgiaTech,adistinguished 
climatologistwhohasbrokenranks with themainstream, has 
put it: “One of the norms of science is organized skepticism. 
Thoseworkingattheclimatescience-policyinterface(includ- 
ing the IPCC) have workedhard to kill organized skepticism 
bymanufacturingaconsensusonclimatechange.” 

Thistrickissubtle,becausetheconsensusactuallyacknowl- 
edgesthepossibilitythatglobalwarmingwillbeharmless,or 
evenbeneficial,formanydecades:Itgivesarangeofpossible 
outcomes.Butwhilemostscientistsknowthis,veryfewlay- 
men,politicians,oijournalistsdo.PresidentObama,forexam- 
ple, tweeted that 97 percent of scientists “agree that climate 
changeisreal,man-made,anddangerous.’Thatthirdadjective 
issimplyuntrue. 

SpeakingofObama,heiskeenoncriticizingthosewhothink 
the climate-change threat is exaggerated, often calling them 
“deniers.”Yetherecentlytoldtheaudienceatatown-hallmeet- 
inginDesMoinesthathisownexperienceofimiversitieswasof 
“this space where you could interact with people who didn’t 
agree with you and had differentbackgroundsfromyou. . . .1 
started testing my own assumptions, and sometimes I changed 
mymind.”Exceptonclimatechange,apparently. 

The list of scandals in climate studies is now embarras s- 
inglylong.There’sthecaseofJohnCook,oftheUniversity 
of Queensland, and his co-authors, whose peer-reviewed 
papershowingaconsensusofscientistsagreeingonclimate 
changeusedanunrepresentativesample,leftoutmuchdata, 
used biased observers to categorize the data, and used a 
methodologythatallowedtheauthorstoadjusttheirprelim- 
inaryconclusionsastheywentalong.Whenotherscouldnot 
replicate the findings , Cook threatened legal action to hide 
hisdata. 

There’s the case of Peter Gleick, of the Pacific Institute in 
Oakland,Calif.,whostoletheidentityofamemberofaskeptical 
institute’sboardofdirectorsandleakedconfidentialdocuments, 
addingtothema“strategymemo”thatprovedtobeaforgery. 
(Gleick said that he had not forged the memo himself, and no 
chargesofforgerywerefiledagainslhim.)Heremainsarespected 
climatescientist. 



There ’ s S tephanLe wando wsky, who, while attheUni versity 
ofWestemAustralia,triedtolinkclimateskepticismtothebelief 
thatthe moonlanding was ahoax, whenhis owndatashowed 
that only ten respondents out of 1 , 1 45 thought that the moon 
landing was a hoax and seven of those did not think climate 
changewasahoax. 

There’s RajendraPachauri, chairman of the IPCC itself 
until he resigned after being accused of sexual harassment, 
who dismissed as “voodoo science” areportby India ’ s lead- 
ingglaciologist,V.K.Raina,aboutHimalayanglaciersbecause 
itcriticizedahighlyimplausibleclaimthattheywouldvanish 
by theyear2035 .ThisclaimoriginallycamefromSyedHasnain, 
whohadtakenajobwiththeEnergyandResourcesInstitute,of 
whichPachauriisthedirectorgeneral,andwhosepresencethere 
was essential to the institute ’ s winning a share of a€3 million 
grantfromtheEuropeanUnion. 

There’s the famous “hockey stick” graph, whichpurported 
to demonstrate that 20th-century temperatures were unprece- 
dentedbutwaslatershowntorelyheavilyonjustafewmislead- 
ingtree-ring-datasetsandonastatisticalfilterthatexaggerated 
recentchanges. 

Therearetheadjustmentstotemperaturerecordstomakethe 
pastappearcoolerthanitwas;thepapercitedbytheIPCCthat 
wasbasedpartlyonnonexistentdatafrom49weatherstationsin 
China; the “upside down” Scandinavian lake core, a case in 
which the scientists who had collected the data interpreted a 
changeinsiltationratesasacooling,butotherstumedthegraph 
theotherwayupandclaimedawamiing;theAntarctic-wamiing 
recordthatcanbeexplainedentirelybyamoveofthestationat 
which temperatures were taken; the graph thatreliedonjust 
onelarchtreeintheYamalPeninsulainSiberia;theSouthern 
Hemisphere hockey- stick graph that omitted an inconvenient 
dataseries;theinfamous“hidethedecline”episode,inwhicha 
graphwastruncatedbecausetree-ringdatashowedaninconve- 
nientZOth-centurytemperaturedeclineforatimewhenthetem- 
peraturewasthoughttohavebeenrising. 

Andthenthere’sClimategate,thescandalinwhichleaked 
e-mails revealed that senior climate scientists had repeatedly 
bulliedandostracizedcolleagueswhohadnottoedtheline. 

With few exceptions , the mediahave chosen to ignore all of 
these stories orportray the people who uncovered them as the 
true villains. 

Of course, mostclimate scientists are honestand principled. 

But the apparent lack of interest at top science academies in 
doing something aboutthebad apples is disturbing . Ithas cer- 
tainlyshakenmyfaithinscienceasaninstitution. NR 
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The John M. Olin 
Foundation approves 
its first major round of 
grants to conservative 
academic groups, 
think tanks, and 
public-interest law 
firms. Over the next 
decades, it builds 
what longtime presi- 
dent William E. Simon 
calls a “counterintelli- 
gentsia” of thinkers 
and activists. 
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The papacy of John 
Paul II begins. He 
upholds traditional 
Catholic teachings, 
rejects the moral rel- 
ativism of the age, 
and works to under- 
mine Communism in 
his native Poland 
and throughout 
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CHARLES G. KOCH 

Freedom’s 

Framework 

Q HE natural progress of things,” wrote Thomas 

I Jefferson, “isforlibertytoyieldandgovemmentto 

I gain ground.” Whatever our differences , William 

F. Buckley Jr. and I often found ourselves in the 
sametrenchesaswefoughtforafreesocietyagainstagrasping 
government. Alsolikehim,Ihavea“considerable — andcon- 
sidered — optimism” that freedom can overcome the collec- 
tivismthathastakenholdintheclassroom,civilsociety,andthe 
hallsofAmericangovemment. 

Mr. Koch is the chairman and CEO of Koch Industries Inc. His book Good 
Profit: How Creating Value for Others Built One of the World s 
Most Successful Companies was published in October. 



I have always been optimistic that freedom can prevail. 
That optimism is based on my conviction that the cause of 
freedom is just and can unite a majority of Americans. 
Previousfreedommovements — theAmericanRevolution,the 
abolition of slavery, the women’ s-suffrage movement, the 
civil-rights movement — all succeeded because they struck a 
moral chord with the American people. They all sought to 
rightaninjustice.Thoseofuswhopursuefreedomtodaymust 
be similarly motivated. We must right the inj ustices that are 
holding our country back — the inj ustices that are preventing 
somany Americans, especially theleastfortunate, frompur- 
suingandachievingtheirdreams . 

Tomakethisareality,wemustestablishavisionofafreeand 
flourishing society — something that guides and inspires not 
onlythosewhoarelike-mindedbutthenationasawhole. 

In afree society, people help themselves by helping others . 
Social and material progress is driven by innovation andcre- 
ativedestruction,whichleadstonewandexcitingopportunities 
foreveryone.Societiesthatbestapproximatetheseidealshave 
proventobethemostsuccessfulatachievingwidespreadwell- 
being — especially fortheleastfortunate. 

Butvisionalonecannotcreateafreesociety.Wealsoneeda 
strongcultureofprincipledentrepreneurshipgroundedinthe 
belief that people can find fulfillment by benefiting others . 
Thisrequiresadeeprespectforthemoral dignity ofallindi- 
viduals,nomattertheirstationinlife. Similarly, tolerationisa 
hallmarkof afree society. Itenablesnot only thecommunity 
buttheinteractionsnecessaryforhumanprogress. 

Ultimately,afreesocietycannotexistwithoutsecureindividual 
rights,includingpropertyrightsandequaltreatmentforevery- 
oneunderthelaw.Theseencouragetheefforts,investments,and 
risk-takingthatmakefree societies so innovative andproduc- 
tive.Theroleofgovemmentshouldbelimitedtothoseactivities 
inwhichvoluntarycooperationandcompetitionareinsufficient. 

Cooperation and competition are impossible without free 
speech and free markets undistorted by the subsidies or anti- 
competitive regulations that characterize cronyism and corpo- 
rate welfare. They also require an environment that fosters 
leamingthroughfree speech and thought, which arecrucial to 
challengingthestatusquo.Itistheopenflowofknowledgethat 
leadstoinnovationsthatincreasewell-beingthroughoutsociety. 

Finally,afreesocietyrequiresthatallofitsmembershavethe 
right incentives . Social and material progress is possible only 
whenpeoplebenefitthemselvesbybenefitingothers.Whether 
someone’smotivesarealtruistic,self-interested,oramixtureof 
both,freesocietiesencouragemutuallybeneficialbehaviorand 




Phyllis Schlafly rallies grassroots support 
to defeat the Equal Rights Amendment. 
The top political priority of feminists in the 
1970s, the ERA aimed to abolish the use 
of sex as a factor in determining the legal 
rights of individuals. 



G) 

G) 



Margaret Thatcher 
becomes prime minis- 
ter of the United 
Kingdom. She focuses 
on privatization and 
deregulation at home 
and on confronting 
Communism abroad. 
The second-most 
important prime minis- 
ter of the 20th century, 
after Winston Churchill, 
she serves until 1990. 
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Jerry Falwell 
founds Moral 
Majority, mobiliz- 
ing Christian vot- 
ers and ushering 
Evangelicals into 
GOP politics, 
where they 
become a potent 
influence on the 
party in the 
1 980s and 
beyond. 
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Commentary 
publishes 
“Dictatorships 
and Double 
Standards,” an 
essay by Jeane 
Kirkpatrick that 
proposes 
fundamental 
differences 
between autocratic 
and Communist regimes. The essay 
animates the foreign policy of the 
Reagan administration. 
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discourageattemptstogainattheexpenseofothersbycheating 

oradvocatingself-servinglawsandregulations. 

TheseitemstakentogetherJbelieve,constitutetheframework 
forafreesociety.Thisframeworkmustbeappliedholisticallyin 
order for society (especially the least fortunate) to benefit. The 
bestincentivesintheworldcan’toffsetalackoMsion^ndsociety 
asawholelosesifthelawtreatsonegroupdifferentlyfromanother. 
Asweapplythisframework,wemustdoabetterjobofunder- 
standingwhatmattersmosttopeoplefhendemonstratehowafree 
societyoffersthebestopportunityforthemtoachievetheirgoals. 

This approach willinevitablytakeus beyond theissues and 
causes on which conservatives havereachedbroad consensus . 
Onesuchexampleiscriminal-justicereform,whichhasgained 
widertractioninrecentyearsbecauseitaddressestheessential 
issuesoQustice, fairness, andmorality.Itisalsoconsistentwith 
thefoundationalprinciplesofafreesociety. 

The modem criminal-justice system was createdby the same 
forcethatafflictstherestof\merica:overbearinggovemmentat 
everylevelofeocietyAfteidecadesofgrowth,thefederalcriminal 
codecontainsroughly5,000criminallawsandhundredsofthou- 
sandsofregulationswithcriminalpenalties.Statecriminalcodes, 
whicharemultiplyingeveryyear,onlycompoundtheproblem. 

Asaresult,theUnitedS tatesistheworld’ sbiggestj ailer — ^first 
intheworldfortotalnumberimprisonedandfirstamongindus- 
trializednationsintherateofincarceration.WdiaveonlySpercent 
oftheworld’spopulationbut25percentoftheworld’^risonersAs 
oGO 1 3 Aniericahadroughly2.2milhoipeopldnlocal^tate,and 
federalprisons — 500percentmorethanwehad30yearsagoAll 
told,thissystemcoststaxpayersastaggering$39bilhonannually. 

Wemusttakestepstoaddressthiscrisis.Doingsowillsavetax 
dollarswhileenhancingpublicsafety.Itwillalsopromotehuman 
dignity .As Mr. B uckley so eloquently putit : ‘ The amount of 
moneyandegalenergybein^iventq^rosecutdiundredsofthou- 
sandsofkmericanswhoarecaughtwithafewouncesofinarijuana 
intheiijeanssimplymakesnosense — ^thekindestwaytoputitA 
stemerwaytoputitisthatitisanoutrage,animpositiononbasic 
civiUibertiesandonthereasonableexpenditureofsocialenergy.” 

Nomatterwhatissueweaddress,thoseoftiswhofightforfree- 
dommustrenewandincreaseourcommitmenttothecause.The 
FoundingFathersTrederickDouglass,SusanBAnthonyJV[artin 
LutherKingJr.,andthethousandsofotherswholedsuccessful 
movements were willing to dedicate their lives , their fortunes , 
andtheirsacredhonor.Theirstmgglesandsacrificesunitedpeo- 
pleinthevisionofabettertomorrow.Theirsistheexamplewe 
mustfollowifwehopetoadvancethecauseoflife, liberty, and 
thepursuitofhappinessforfuturegenerationsof\mericans. 




ROB LONG 



The Twitter 
Trap 



S TOP meifyou ’ veheardthisstory Adie-hardprogres- 
sive living in a liberal enclave (usually when this 
storyistold,it’saboutthelate NewYorker filmcritic 
Pauline KaelontheUpperWestSideofManhattan) 
simply cannot understand how it happened that a Republican 
wonthepresidentialelection. 

‘ ‘Ho wcouldhe win ?”goesthestory. ‘ ‘Nobody Iknow voted 
forhim!” 

Andthenthoseofusontherightchucklemeanlyaboutthe 
liberal-progressive-urban-media enclave. We tut-tut the elitist 
disdain they all have for someplace called ‘ ‘real America.” We 
comfortourselveswiththesputteringratingsofieft-leanin^NN, 
theblacldioleoMewershipthatisMSNBC,thesoaringprofitsof 



The ten-part docu- 
mentary Free to 
Choose begins to 
appear on PBS 
stations. Its host, 
the tree-market 
economist Milton 
Friedman, evangel - 
izes for capitalism 
and becomes a 
household name. 




Ronald Reagan wins 
the presidency in what 
may be the most 
important political 
moment in the history ^ 

of modern American g 

conservatism. He 
defeats Jimmy Carter, $2 

the Democratic H 

incumbent, and car- 3 

ries 44 states. His re- ^ 

election in 1 984 is < 

even more sweeping. 



Reagan signs the Kemp- 
Roth tax bill, cutting mar- 
ginal tax rates and paving 
the way for the economic 
prosperity of the 1 980s. Its 
Republican sponsors. 
Representative Jack Kemp 
of New York and Senator 
William V. Roth Jr. of 
Delaware, guide the bill 
through Congress despite 
a large Democratic majority 
in the House. 



The Atlantic pub- 
lishes “Broken 
Windows,” an arti- 
cle on crime con- 
trol by James Q. 
Wilson and George 
Kelling. It helps lay 
the groundwork for 
a significant drop in 
crime that begins 
in the early 1 990s 
and continues still. 
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FoxNews.Wetellourselvesthatallitreallytakesforconserva- 
tivestowinbackthecountryisto communicate ejfectively or 
utilize better messaging or leverage social-mediaplatforms or 
someotherfaddishnonsenseAllweneed,wetellourselves,isto 
connectwiththemillionso^eoplewhoalreadyagreewithus. 

Whichnow,ofcourse,wecandoeasily.Conservativeactivists 
an(%)undits — andeventhosewhodbrsomq)ersonality-distorting 
reason, merely aspire to be in those categories — can tweet or 
postonFacebookorpodcastdirectlytotheiraudiencesAseach 
littleinsightintotheday’sevents(whatmediatypescalla“hot 
take”)trailsthroughtheskylikeacomet,itcollects“likes”and 
“retweets” and “shares” and “follows,” and the result is that 
therearelotsofpeopleouttherewithanastonishingnumberof 
onlinefollowers — hundredsofthousandsofpeoplelisteningto 
thenot-very-much-newthattheyhavetosay. 

Allofthosecrisscrossingandoverlappingnetworksmeanthat 
conservativesnolongeihavetohopethatthere ’ ssomeoneinthe 
newsroom — probablysomeoneterrifiedandcowed — willingto 
representawispofatraceofashadowofaslightlyconservative 
viewpoint.Wedon’thavetohopeforequaltime.We’vecreated 
itourselves^io^ustintheone-size-fits-allFoxNewsnetwork — 
onwhicheverywarmwindisa Stormwatch! andeveryoverseas 
gunshotis ISISIsComingtoMurderYourChildren! — ^butinthe 

Twitter followings of N ational Review writers that intersect 
with unknown clever bloggers and witty conservatives across 
the country. Twitter and Facebook positively hum and ripple 
withexchangesbetweenandamongconservativecelebritiesand 
thepeopleweinshowbusinesscall“civilians.” 

Andthis,we’retold,isprogress. 

Fmnotsosure. 

For years, the secret weapon of the conservative movement 
has been that we’ ve known, deep down, that most Americans 
don’ tagreewithus .Oh,yes ,theylo vetheflag- wavingstuffand 
thepunchybromides,butwhenitcomestocuttinggovemment 
programsorslicingentitlementsorrunningaflintierandstingier 
welfarestateAmericanstendtooptforthesofter,moreprogres- 
sive option. Conservatives have accepted this, somewhere in 
theirdarkhearts,forthepast50yearsandhavebecome,essen- 
tially, bilingual. We’ ve developed the ability to talkto liberals 
andprogressivesintheirownidiom.Wedidn’thavemillionsof 
followers somewhere toretweetour tweets and “like” our tax 
plans.Wehadtodothehardworkofgettinginavan — probably 
somewherecoldandwetandhardtoreachfromLaGuardiaor 
ReaganNational — andgoingouttomeeAmericanswho — let’s 
faceit — likethemalittlebitoffederallysuppliedsugar.Andl 
mean“sugar”inboththemetaphoricalsense — ethanolsubsidies 



andMedicarePartDandrefundabletaxcredits — andtheliteral 
sense,thesweetwhitestuffthatgetsalotoffederalattention. 

Wehadtotalkacertainway,masteracomplicatedcode,to 
get heard and reported by the suspicious progressives who 
ran (and still run, though no one is paying attention) the 
nation’ snewsrooms . 

Now wedon’t.Andwethinkwe’re winning. Andthat’sa 
problem. 

“Wecan’tlose!”aconservativeactivisttoldmewhenItold 
himthatIthoughtweweregoingtolosethenextelection.“I 
mean,Fvegot,like, fifty thousand Twitterfollowers!” 

Hedidn’tmeanthathispunySOkwasgoingtoturnthetidein 
Ohio and sweep the Republican nominee to victory. He was 
describingthenetworkeffectofalotofindividualswithalotof 
followersmultipliedmanytimesover.Whatif,hewassaying, 
wecangetourmessageoutinshortandcleverlittle“bites”of 
text and get it spread across the country before the newsroom 
Stalinsevenknowwhathappened?Whatifinresponsetoeach 
daily outrage and distortion the Left tosses out, we can type a 
pithy“Gotcha!”tweetand getitoutthere ? 

He wasdescribing, whenyougetrightdowntoit, catvideos . 
Andalso iDonaldTrump .(Thetwoarecloselyrelated.) 

Butcatvideosarefuntoclickon.(SoisTrump.)They’reshort 
bursts of entertainment, and they don’t really do anything. 
(NeitherdoesTrump.)Whatoursideforgetsisthatpersuading 
peopleishardanddifficultandoftenrequiresadollopofforget- 
fulnessinthe details (“We absolutely cangrowourwayoutof 

thisdebt INotaxshenanigansnecessary ! ”)andasplashofcom- 
promise(“Of course everyone inAmerica should have health 
insurance ! ”)onthewaytorealaction Andrealactionisdifferent 
from tweeting a lot or slamming some progressive right in his 
@replies,andhere’sahandywaytotellthedifference:Youcan- 
notchangethecountryorrenewitsfree-marketzealorreformits 
crony-industrial sector or smash the public-school monopoly 
whileyou’resittingonthetoilet, tweeting. Andrecentsurveys 
confirmthatit’srightthere,inthatleastsocialofallspaces,that 
manyAmericansdothemaj orityoftheironlinesocializing . 

Conservatives — ^back when we were losers and outcasts and 
uptightscolds — ^knewthattheroadtolibertyandabetteiAmerica 
wasaslow,hardtrudge,oftenbackward,andtheroadtoserfdom 
wasafunlittleglidedownthewaterslideofentitlementspending 
andwomen’s-studiesclasses.Butlately,we’vebecomealittlebit 
moreliketheout-of-touchprogressiveinthathilariousstory.Ina 
bubbleof1ikes”and“follows,”we’reconvincedthatwe’rewin- 
ning,thatwe ’ relo ved,thatAmericaisrightbehindus . 

Justlike. . . welfyougetthepicture . NR 



Conservative law students at 
Yale University begin the 
Federalist Society. The group 
organizes students, lawyers, 
and judges, transforming the 
politics of the judiciary and 
serving as a counterweight to 
an increasingly 
left-wing 
American Bar 
Association. 




Giving a speech in Florida, 
Reagan describes the 
Soviet Union as an “evil 
empire.” Two weeks later, 
he announces the Strategic 
Defense Initiative, a 
missile-defense proposal 
that becomes a defining 
feature of conservative 
national -security strategy. 



The United States invades 
Grenada, responding to a 
left-wing coup. Coming 
amid Reagan’s defense 
build-up, the military 
action demonstrates the 
United States’ ability and 
willingness to project 
power and ends American 
policymakers’ aversion to 
confrontation abroad. 
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Basic Books publish- 
es Charles Murray’s 
Losing Ground, a 
data-driven indict- 
ment of the welfare 
state, launching a 
welfare-reform 
movement that will 
enjoy success on the 
federal level a dozen 
years later. 
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RUSH LIMBAUGH 



A Conservative- 
Media 
Revoiution 

W HEN I arrivedinNewYorkCity 28 years ago to 
begin my national radio program, my objective 
was to have the most-listened-to show in the 
country. At that time, the national broadcast 
mediaincludedthreetelevisionnetworksandCNN. That was 
it. There were 1 25radiostationsdoingtalkradio, andlstarted 
on 56 of them. No one had ever succeeded in syndicating a 
nationaldaytimeradioshow,andIwaspredictedtofail,too. 

But I didn’ t. What was different about my show was that I 
wastheonlyconservativevoiceinnationalbroadcastmedia.I 
wash — justasN ational Review wastheonlymajorconserv- 
ativemagazinebeingpublishedandread. 

Mr. Limbaugh hosts the most-listened-to radio talk show in America^ airing on 
more than 600 stations. 



Itraveled45weekendseachyearforthefirsttwoyearsofiny 
showtosolidifymyradio-affiliaterelationships.ThinkDonald 
Trump’s stump appearances, 45 weekends ayear in cities all 
acrossAmerica.Crowdsrangedfrom2,500to 1 0,000ormore. 

I made fun of liberals , espoused and explained conservatism, 
andpromotedtraditionalAmericanvaluesAndaudiencesateit 
up ;theyhadbeenstarvedforit. 

In 1 99 1 ,my substitutehosts wereofferedtheirownnational 
shows as other syndicators got in on the action. Local-radio 
stationsalloverthecountryswitchedformattotalkandhired 
conservativehosts. 

Today, there aremore than 2,500 stations doing talkr adio , 
the vast majority of which lean conservative. There is Fox 
News, whichdebutedin 1997. Thereistheconservativeblo- 
gosphere,andtherearemoreconservativewebsitesthanyou 
can count. In 1992, Ibeganhostinganational TV show and 
continued to do so for the next four years . Think The Daily 

Show, except that I was conservative and did not interview 
guests .TherewasnothinglikeitonTV,j ustastherewasnoth- 
inglikemyradioshow. 

S o this has notbeen an AM-radiorevolution exclusively ; it 
has been a conservative-media revolution. And perhaps its 
greatest consequence has been the destruction of the Left’s 
national-mediamonopoly. 

Hereareafe whighlights : 

Inl990,oneofmydreamscametrue.WilliamF.BuckleyJr. 
invitedmetohishometoattendaneditors’dinner,befriended 
me , andremainedmy frienduntilhisdeath . Ilo vedWFB , and 
hisfriendshipandsupportsustainmetothisday. 

In 1 993 , while aboard Air Force One, President Clinton 
called my St. Louis affiliate, KMOX, to complain that I had 
threehourseachdayontheradioandthattherewasnotmth- 
detectorrespondingtome. 

Alsoin 1993, Clinton, attheWhiteHouseCorrespondents’ 
Dinner, called me a racist for the way I had criticized John 
Conyers ’ s attack on J anet Reno in a congres sional hearing 
about the FBI’s raid of the Branch Davidian compound in 
Waco,Texas.“Rushonlydefendedherbecauseshewasbeing 
attackedbyablackguy,”Clintonsaid.Theroomreactedwith 
stunnedsilence.Ihavenotbotheredtoattendthedinnersince. 

In 1994, Republicans won the HouseofRepresentativesfor 
thefirsttimein40years.Iwasmadeanhonorarymemberof 
theGOPfreshmanclassandwasaskedtospeakatitsorienta- 
tion. I wamedthemthatthemedia werenothappy, wouldnot 
treat them as victors, and would do their best to secure Re 
publicandefeatin 1 996. 



Michael Joyce 
becomes president of 
the Lynde and Harry 
Bradley Foundation, 
which underwrites 
much of the academic 
work and activism 
behind welfare reform 
and school choice. By 
the early 21st century, 
it is the most important 
financial backer of con- 
servative public policy. 



The Senate confirms 
Antonin Scalia to the 
Supreme Court. Over 
the next three decades, 
he becomes the coun- 
try’s most forceful voice 
for judicial originalism, 
famous for his intellec- 
tual rigor, cogent 
majority opinions, and 
blistering dissents. 



The struggling American 
Enterprise Institute 
appoints Christopher C. 
DeMuth as its president. 
He turns it into one of the 
most important sources of 
intellectual ammunition 
for the Right. 
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The Closing of the American 
Mind, by Allan Bloom, 
becomes a surprise best- 
seller. A book-length version 
of an essay Bloom wrote for 
National Review, it warns of 
declining intellectual stan- 
dards and neglect of the 
Western canon at American 
universities. 
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In 1 995 , Clinton, inanationaladdress ,triedtoblamemefor 
theOklahomaCitybombing.Hespokeofloud,angryvoices 
inAmerica,”aremarkthatwaswidelyinterpretedasareference 
to me. The White House later made the incredible claim that 
Clinton had been talking about Michigan Militia shortwave- 
radiocommunications . 

In 2007 , Senate maj ority leader Harry Reid asked that my 
syndicator, Clear Channel, make me apologize for calling a 
phony soldier aphony soldier. Mark May, the CEO of Clear 
Channel,bravelyletmehaveReid’sletter,andIauctionediton 
eB ay as proof of aUnited States senator ’ s attempt to bully a 
privatecitizenforexercisinghisfreedomofspeech.Ipromised 
tomatchthepurchasepriceoftheletteranddonatethetotalto 
theMarineCorpsLawEnforcementFund.Thepriceendedup 
being an unbelievable $2. 1 million dollars, so the total dona- 
tionwas$4.2million.Thankyou,DingyHarry. 

OnJanuary 16,2009,the Wall Street Journal asked me to 
write400wordsonmyhopesfortheObamapresidency.Itold 
themlneededonlyfour : ‘ ‘Ihopehefails .’’Afirestormerupted, 
evenamongmyfriends.Istoodbymywords,proudly.It’stoo 
badthey didn ’ tcometrue . 

In2009,athisfirstmeetingattheWhiteHousewithcongres- 
sional leaders. President Obama told House speaker John 
BoehnerandtheRepublicancongressionalleadershipthatthey 
should “stop listening to Rush Limbaugh,” since “that’s not 
ho wthingsgetdoneinW ashington . ’ ’hnetwithB oehnerinmy 
officeinEloridaacoupleofweekslater.Heconfirmedthepres- 
ident ’ sstatementandremarked, ‘ ‘Wehavenoideawhyhesaid 
thattous.”Isaidtohim,“John,hewantedjustoneofyouto 
leavethatmeeting,gotothemicrophones,anddenounceme.” 

And there is much more. Its consequences are unmistak- 
able.Ifirmlybelievethattheconservative-mediarevolutionhas 
causedtheliberalmediatoabandonanypretenseofobjectivity 
andfaimessandactivelyadvocateontheLeft’sbehalf.Thishas 
led in turn to the hyper-partisan nature of our politics today. 
When Republicans were perennial losers and happy about it, 
themediacouldstayhiddenbehindtheirwallofphonyobjec- 
tivity.Buttheywerecalledout.Nowthereisafiercecompeti- 
tionfortheheartsandmindsoftheAmericanpeople,whichthe 
Leftusedtobelieveitowned. 

So it is not I, nor anyone else in conservatism, who is to 
blameforthepartisanshipinWashington.ThatisontheDemo- 
cratsandtheLeft,fortryingtodestroythetraditionsandinsti- 
1 tutions that have defined this country. We stand in defense of 
I thisgreatnation, andwealways will. And welookforwardto 
g theRepublicanparty ’ ssomedayj oiningus . 





Text 



JAY NORDLINGER 



Contemporary 

Classical: 

A Listening 



S OME yearsago,IwascoveringaconcertatCamegie 
Hall,whoseprogramincludedanewwork.Aworld 
premiere. When it had ended, I leaned over to the 
criticacrosstheaislefrommeandsaid,“Fmsosick 
ofthatpiece.”Hethrewbackhisheadandlaughed.Heknew 
exactlywhatimeant. 

We hadnever heard this specific piece, of course — but we 
certainly knewthetype.Itwas the “perpetual-motionpiece,” 
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At a speech before 
the Brandenburg 
Gate in Berlin, 
Reagan tells the 
leader of the Soviet 
Union: “Mr. 
Gorbachev, tear 
down this wall.” 



The Federal 
Communications 
Commission repeals the 
Fairness Doctrine, which 
required broadcasters to 
provide “balanced” 
approaches to controver- 
sial topics. Its elimination 
opens the way for con- 
servatives to dominate 
talk radio. One year later. 
Rush Limbaugh enters 
syndication. 



The Senate votes down 
Robert Bork’s nomination 
to the Supreme Court, 
giving birth to a new era 
of politicized confirmation 
hearings. In his place, 
Reagan nominates 
Anthony Kennedy, who 
becomes the swing vote 
in the most contentious 
court cases of the next 
three decades. 




After partitioning Berlin for nearly four decades— and 
serving as the world’s most powerful metaphor for the 
divisions between Western freedom and Communist 
tyranny— the Berlin Wall finally comes down. Germany 
soon reunifies under democratic government. 
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asIsometimescallit,orthe“freneticpiece.”Busybusybusy. 

Thereareotherstandardtypes,too. 

There’sthesci-fipiece,withglubsandglurpsandothersuch 
sounds.Relatedly,youhavethespooky-junglepiece,withhoots 
andgro wlsandsoon.Thenthere ’ stheend-of-the- worldpiece — 
verypopular.Thepost-apocalypsepiece,the“bleakscape,”asI 
havetermedit.Youalsohavethecinematic,Disneyesquepiece, 
filledwiths wellsandtinkles . 

Allofthesepiecestendtobeloadedwithpercussion.Music 
historians of the future might label our age “The Age of Per 
cussion.’Toftensay,“Today’smusichasmorepotsandpans 
thanWilliams-Sonoma.” 

Aherdmentalityexistsinclassicalmusic,asinotherfields. 
ComposersareloathtostraytoofarfromtheirfellowsPeople 
saythatallVivaldiconcertossoundalike.That’snottrue,but 
if it were , they ’ d have the excuse of having been writtenby 
oneperson. 

There are other types I could mention, including the 
environmental piece, the global-warming piece: I call 
them“greenpieces.” 

Letmenotbetoodismissiveorsnotty:Thereisgoodmusic 
about. But we may be in something of a drought, greatness- 
wise. Who was the last great composer? Shostakovich, who 
died in 1 975 ? You will also get votes for Britten (d. 1 976) , 
Bernstein(d. 1990),andothers. 

“ Youcanne vertellwho ’ sgreatordurableiny ouro wnage ! ” 
peopleexclaim,sometimesanxiouslyorangrily.Theansweris: 
Sometimesyoucan,sometimesyoucan’t. 

ArvoPMisafiguretobereckonedwith,thegenuinearticle. 
Someoneoncesaidtome,“Who’sagoodcomposertoday,and 
don’t say Arvo PM ! ” I think my questioner meant that too 
manysayPart.Well,Idotoo.PMisoneoftheholyminimal- 
ists, i.e. , practitioners of compositional minimalism who are 
inspired by religion. The grandees ofregular old minimalism 
are still around, chiefly Philip Glass and Steve Reich. Afew 
yearsago,GlasscomposedhisViolinConcertoNo.2,subtitled 
“TheAmericanFourSeasons.”Itisintelligentandultimately 
verymoving. 

S ay thisfortheminimalists,ifnothingelse:Duringthe sec- 
ond half of the 20th century, they helped keep tonality alive, 
while it was under assault. The serialists ruled the roost. 
(Practitioners of musical serialism.) Ned Roremlabeled them 
the‘ ‘ serialkiller s . ”S omeofthemweretalentedandcommend- 
able. ButPierreBoulez,ElliottCarter, Roger Sessions (all of 
them talented and commendable) : Will anyone listen to their 
musicinthefuture ?Ihavemy doubts . 



Thereisalotofintellectualisminmusictoday,andlessinspi- 
ration.Brainypeoplechoosetocompose.Theycouldbedoctors, 
lawyers — evenscientists — ^buttheychoosetocompose.Whichis 
toobadiThey’rebrainierthantheyaremusicalJdon’lknowwhat 
BrucknerwouldhavescoredonhisSATlicknovhewas^enius. 

lalsoknowthatthere’salotofpretendingamongcriticsand 
others. They pretend that dreck — especially atonal or politic s- 
tingeddreck — ishighart.TheyhaveeitherdrunktheKool-Aid, 
becauselifeiseasierthatway,ortheyknowbetterbutareterri- 
fiedtobethoughtsquare.Onanakedemperor,peoplesee,or 
pretendtosee,finerobes . 

Blessthecandid.Iregularlyaskimportantmusicians,“Who’s 
worth listening to , among today ’ s composers ?’ ’ In 2009 , 1 put 
thisquestiontoLorinMaazel,thelateconductor(whowasalso 
acomposer).Immediately,hesaid,“Penderecki.”Thenhesaid, 

“Um. . . well. . .”Hepausedforalongtime,smilingatme.He 
was saying, in effect, Pickin ’s are slim, aren 7 they ? Later, he 

spokeupforRodionShchedrinandAaronJayKernis — whoare 
wellworthspeakingupfor. 

AndPenderecki,yes.TwoyearsagoJheardanewsolo- violin 
piecebyhim.Ithoughtithadachanceofmakingthestandard, 
orsemi-standard,repertoire.Iwasabletotellhimso,too,ashe 
wassittingbehindme. 

Recently, Iheardacantataby Thomas Ades — formidable. I 
alsoapplaudedanoperabyMarc-AndreDalbavie.Andapiano 
trio by Justin Dello Joio (son of Norman Dello Joio, the 
Americancomposerwholivedfrom 191 3 to2008) .Andatone 
poembyChristopherRouse.Likemanyothers,Igreatlyadmire 
MichaelHersch,who,Imustdisclose,isafriendofmine,but 
whoshouldnotbepenalizedforthat. 

Msoappreciateperformerswhorolltheirowniwhocompose 
their own music, as performers once did, before the split 
betweentheperformerandthecomposersetin(aboutahundred 
yearsago) .Theseincludethreepianists : StephenHough,Marc- 
AndreHamelin, andy oungConradTao (b . 1 994) . Theirmusic 
isgoodorlessgood.Mypointisthatthey’recomposing,which 
musiciansreallyoughttodo.They’reinthegame. 

Mostdays,Idon’tsweatthefutureofclassicalmusic,which 
has been sweated forever: Charles Rosen, the pianist- scholar, 
said, “The death of classical music is perhaps its oldest tradi- 
tion.”Musicisonewayinwhichpeopleexpressthemselves.It 
isalsoawayinwhichpeoplepraiseGod(andsuchpraisehas 
resultedinsomeofthegreatestmusic).Thecreativeinstinctis 
unkillable. Beauty, thoughitmay be suppressed, is unkillable. 
Andgeniuswillout. 

Butmaymoreofitout,soon,please? NR 



Republican governor 
Tommy Thompson of 
Wisconsin signs a 
school-choice law 
under which poor 
Milwaukee students can 
use publicly funded 
vouchers to pay for 
private schooling. 

It becomes a model for 
education reformers. 
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After a bitter fight, 
the Senate confirms 
Clarence Thomas to 
the Supreme Court, 
where he becomes 
a stalwart member 
of the originalist 
bloc. 




The Cold War ends and the Soviet Union 
ceases to exist, as Mikhail Gorbachev 
resigns from the presidency and hands over 
nuclear launch codes to Russian president 
Boris Yeltsin. Says President George H. W. 
Bush: “This is a victory for democracy and 
freedom.” 



Vice President Dan Quayle 
delivers his “Murphy Brown” 
speech, criticizing the titular 
character of a popular tele- 
vision show for having a 
child out of wedlock. 
Democrats and Hollywood 
liberals respond with hyste- 
ria, and Quayle’s remarks 
become a seminal event in 
the culture wars. 
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DEIRDRE NANSEN McCLOSKEY 



The Great 
Enrichment 



T he commercialbourgeoisie — ^themiddleclassoftraders, 
inventors ,andmanager s ,theentrepreneurandthemer- 
chant, the inventor of carbon-fiber materials and the 
contractorremodelingyourbathroom,theimproverof 
automobiles in Toyota City and the supplier of spices in New 
Delhi — is, on the whole, contrary to the conviction of the 
“clerisy” of artists and intellectuals, pretty good. Further, the 
modemworldwasmadenotbymaterialcauses,suchascoalor 
thriftorcapitalorexportsorexploitationorimperialismorgood 
propertyrightsoievengoodscience,allohvhichhavebeenwide- 
spreadinotheiculturesandothertimesJtwasmadebyideasfrom 
andaboutthebourgeoisie — ^byanexplosionafterlSOQintechnical 



Deirdre Nansen McCloskey until this year taught economics^ history^ English ^ and 
communication at the University of Illinois at Chicago. The third volume of her 
Bourgeois Era trilogy^ Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not Capital or 
Institutions, Enriched the Worlds will he published in April. 



ideasandafewinstitutionalconcepts,backedbyamassiveideo 
logicalshifttowardmarket-testedbetterment,onalargescaleat 
firstpeculiartonorth westemEurope . 

Whatmadeusricharetheideasbackingthesystem — usually 
butmisleadinglycalledmodem‘ ‘capitalism’ ’ — inplacesincethe 
yearofEuropeanpoliticalre volutions, 1 848 .Weshouldcallthe 
system“technologicalandinstitutionalbettermentatafrenetic 
pace,testedbyunforcedexchangeamongthepartiesinvolved.” 

Or “fantastically successful liberalism, in the old European 
sense,appliedtotradeandpolitics,asitwasappliedalsotosci- 
enceandmusicanc^aintingandhterature.’Thesimplestversion 
is‘ ‘trade-testedprogress .”Ormaybe‘ ‘inno vationism’ ’ ? 

The greatly enriched world cannotbe explainedin any deep 
way by the accumulation of capital, despite what economists 
from the blessed Adam Smith through Karl Marx to Thomas 
Piketty havebelieved, andasthe very word‘ ‘capitalism’ ’ seems 
toimply.Thewordembodiesascientificmistake.Ourrichesdid 
not come from piling brick on brick, or bachelor ’ s degree on 
bachelor ’s degree, orbankbalance onbankbalance, but from 
pilingideaonidea.Thebricks,B.A.s,andbankbalances — the 
“capital” accumulations — were of course necessary. But so 
were a labor force and liquid water and the arrow of time. 
Oxygenisnecessaryforafire,butitdoesnotprovideanillu- 
minating explanation of the Chicago Eire. Better: a long dry 
spell,thecity’swoodenbuildings,astrongwindfromthesouth- 
west,and,ifyoudisdainIrishimmigrants,Mrs.O’Leary’scow. 

The modem world similarly cannotbe explainedby routine 
brick-piling, suchas the Indian Ocean trade,Englishbanking, 
canals, the British savings rate, the Atlantic slave trade, coal, 
natural resources , the enclosure movement, the exploitation of 
workersinSatanicmills,ortheaccumulationinEuropeancities 
of capital, whether physical or human. Such materialist ways 
andmeansaretoocommoninworldhistoryand,asexplanation, 
toofeebleinquantitativeoomph. 

Theupshotofthenewideashasbeenagiganticimprovement 
sincel848forthepoor,suchasmanyofyoumncestorsandmine, 
and^romise,nowbeingfulfilledinChinaandIndia,ofthesame 
resultworldwide.ItisaGreatEnrichmentforthepoorestamong 
us.Earlierprosperitieshadintermittentlyincreasedrealincome 
perheadbydoubleoreventriple, 1 00or200percentorso,only 
foritto fallbackto the miserable $3 aday typical of humans 
since thecaves .ButtheGreatEnrichmentincreasedrealincome 
perhead,inthefaceofariseinthenumberofheads,byafactor 
ofseven — ^byanythingfrom 2,500to5,000percent .Theaverage 
Americannoweams$ 1 SOeachday intho'estoftheOrganisation 
forEconomicCo-operationandDevelopment,citizenseamfrom 



Conservatives 
defeat national- 
health-insurance 
legislation, as Senate 
majority leader 
George J. Mitchell, 
a Democrat, 
announces that 
Congress will stop 
pursuing what has 
been the top policy 
goal of President 
Bill Clinton. 
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Republicans capture the House of 
Representatives for the first time since 1 952. 
Led by Georgia congressman Newt Gingrich, 
who becomes speaker, they propose a 
“Contract with America” that offers balanced 
budgets, tax cuts, lawsuit reform, and a 
return to federalism. 




“The era of big government is over,” announces 
President Clinton, who goes on to work with 
Republicans on welfare reform and fiscal-discipline 
measures. Starting in 1 998, the federal government 
enjoys four years of surpluses. 
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STREET FIGHTING ON RUE SOUFFLOT, PARIS, JUNE 25, 1848, BY HORACE VERNET (WASHINGTON AND LEE UNIVERSITY) 
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$80to$ 1 lO.Themagmlxideofthdmprovementstuns Economists 
and historians have no satisfactory explanation fork. Time to 
rethinkourmaterialistexplanationsofeconomiesandhistories. 

Contrary to many voices of the Left and Right, the Great 
Enrichmenthasalsonotcomeatthecostofspirit.True,shallit 
profitamanifheshallgain the whole worldandlosehisown 
soul? But the riches in our present lives allow the sacred and 
meaning-givingvirtuesofhope, faith, andtranscendentlovefor 
scienceorbaseballormedicineoiGodtobulklargerthanthepro- 
fanean(%)racticalvirtueso^rudenceandtemperancethatarenec- 
essaryamongpeoplehvinginextremepovertyHE.Mencken,no 
softie^iotedinl 9 1 T^roposJennieGerhardt’sandSisteiCarrie’s 
goodfortunethat,“withtherisefromwanttosecurity/romfearto 
ease,comesanawakeningofthefinerperceptions,awideningof 
thesympathies,agradualunfoldingofthedelicateflowercalled 
personality,anincreasedcapacityforlovingandliving.” 

ThebetteringideasaroseinnorthwestemEuropefromanovel 
liberty and dignity that was slowly extended to all commoners 
(though admittedly we are still working on the proj ect) , among 
them the bourgeoisie. The new liberty and dignity resultedin a 
startlingrevaluationbythesocietyasawholeofthetradingand 
bettermentinwhichthebourgeoisiespecialized.Therevaluation 
wasderivednotfromsomeancientsuperiorityoftheEuropeans 
butfromegalitarianaccidentsintheirpoliticsbetweenLuther’s 
Reformation in 1 5 1 7 and the American Constitution and the 
FrenchRevolutionin 1789 .TheLevellerRichardRumbold,fac- 
inghisexecutioninl685,declared,“Iamsuretherewasnoman 
bommarkedofGodaboveanotherfomonecomesintotheworld 
withasaddleonhisback,neitheranybootedandspurredtoride 
him.’Eewinthecrowdgatheredtomocldiimwouldhaveagreed. 
Acenturylater,manywouldhave.Bynow,almosteveryone. 

Alongwiththenewequalitycameanotherlevelingidea,coun- 
teringtheruleofaristocratorcentralplanner:a“BourgeoisDeal.” 
In the first act, let abourgeoise try out in the marketplace her 
proposed betterment, such as window screens or alternating- 
currentelectricityorthelittleblackdress.Withacertainirritation, 
sheacceptsaspartofthedealtheconditionthatinthesecondact 
somedoubtlesslow-qualitycompetitorswillimitatehersuccess, 
drivingdownthepriceofscreens,electricity,anddresses.Butif 
thesocietyletsherinthefirstacthaveago,enrichingherfora 
while,then,bythethirdact,thepayofffromthedealisthatshe 
willmakeyouahrich.That’ swhalhappened,! 848tothepresent. 

In other words, what mattered were two levels of ideas: the 
ideasforthebettermentsthemselves(theelectricmotor,theair- 
plane, the stock market) , dreamed up in the heads of the new 
entrepreneursdrawnfromtheranksofordinarypeople;andthe 



ideasinthesocietyatlarge about suchpeopleandtheirbetter- 

ments — ina word, liberalism, in all butthe modem American 

sense.Themarket-testedbetterment,theGreatEnrichment,was 

itselfcausedbyaScottishEnlightenmentversionofequality,a 

newequalityoflegalrightsandsocialdignitythatmadeevery 

Tom,Dick,andHarrietapotentialinnovator. 

Thesearecontro versialclaims .Theyare,yousee,optimistic . 
ForreasonsIdonotentirelyunderstand,theclerisy after 1 848 
tumedtowardnationalismandsocialism,andagainstliberalism. 

It came to delight in ever-expanding, pessimistic catechisms 
aboutthewaywelivenowinourapproximatelyliberalsoci- 
eties, whether the sin is a lack of temperance among the 
Victorian-erapoororanexcessofcarbondioxideintheatmos- 
phere today. Onecouldoffsetthepessimism, or sothe leading 
lightsimagined,byhavingfaithintheanti-liberalutopiasofthe 
day, which have proven immensely popular. Prohibition. 
Radicalenvironmentalism.Theclerisy’spessimisticandutopian 
bookshavesoldmillions . 

Butthe20th-centuryexperimentsofiiationalismandsocialism, 
of syndicalisminfactories andcentralplanningforinvestment, 
ofproliferatingregulationforimaginedbutnotfactuallydocu- 
mentedimperfectionsinthemarket,didnotwork.Andmostof 
thepessimisticscenariosabouthowwelivenowhaveprovento 
bemistaken.Stilltheypersist,inSenatorSandersandMr.Tmmp, 
inJeremyCorbyninBritainandMarineLePeninFrance,andin 
less sensational form in the low opinion that people across the 
politicalspectmmholdaboutlibertyanddignity. 

In the 1 8thcentury,certainmembers of the intellectual elite, 
suchasVoltaireandThomasPaine,courageouslyadvocatedfor 
libertiesintradeandforthedignitythatcomesinthepursuitof 
betterment. During the 1830s and 1840s, however, a much 
enlarged clerisy, mostly the sons of bourgeois fathers, began 
sneering at the economic liberties and social dignities their 
fathers were exercising so vigorously. The conservative side of 
theclerisy,influencedbytheRomanticmovement,lookedback 
withnostalgiatoanimaginedMiddleAgesfreefromthevulgarity 
oftrade, anon-marketgoldenagein whichrents andstasis and 
hierarchyprevailed.Suchavisionofoldentimesfitwellwiththe 
Right’sperchinthemlingclass,govemingthemereresidents. 
Later,undertheinfluenceofscience,theRightseizeduponsocial 
Darwinism and eugenics to devalue the liberty and dignity of 
ordinary people and to elevate the nation’s mission above the 
mere individual, recommending, for example, colonialism and 
compulsorysterilizationandthecleansingpowerofwar. 

Ontheleft 4 neanwhile,theradica]intellectualsandelites — also 
influenced by Romanticism and then by their own scientistic 



Fox News 
Channel 
goes on 
the air. It 
becomes 
the third 
provider of 
round-the- 

clock cable news, after CNN and 
MSNBC, and promises a “fair 
and balanced” approach. By 
2002, it is America’s most popu- 
lar cable news channel. 




C h a n n e 



California voters 
pass Proposition 
209, banning racial 
preferences in pub- 
lic employment, 
contracting, and 
university admis- 
sions. The initiative 
inspires a handful 
of other states to 
follow suit. 




George W. Bush, the 
Republican governor of 
Texas, wins the presidential 
election over Vice President 
Al Gore, a Democrat. The 
race is so close in the 
swing state of Florida that it 
takes the intervention of 
the Supreme Court on 
December 1 2 to confirm 
Bush’s victory. 
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materialism — developedtheilliberalideathatideasdonotmatter. 
What matters to progress, the Left declared, is the unstoppable 
tide of history, aided (it declared further, contradicting the sup- 
posedunstoppability)byeditorialsorprotestsorstrikesorrevo- 
lutions directed at the ravenous bourgeoisie — such thrilling 
actions to be led, of course, by the intellectuals themselves . 
Later, inEuropean socialismandAmericanProgressivism, the 
Leftproposedtodefeatbourgeoismonopoliesinmeatandsugar 
andsteelbygatheringunderregulationorsyndicalismorcentral 
planningorcollectivizationallthemonopolies,mergingtheminto 
onesuprememonopolycalledtheState Jnl 965 ,theltalianliberal 
BrunoLeoni( 1913-1 967)observedthat‘ ‘thecreationofgigantic 
andgeneralizedmonopoliesis[saidbytheLefttobe]precisely 
atypeofhemedy ’againstso-calledprivate‘monopolies. 

WhileallthisdeepthinkingwasroilingtheclerisyofEurope, 
thecommercialbourgeoisie — despisedbytheRightandtheLeft, 
and by many in the middle, too, all of them thrilled by the 
romanceofworkssuchas MeinKampf andLenin’s“WhatIsto 
BeDone?” — createdtheGrealEnrichmentandthanodemworld, 
provingthatbothsocialDarwinismandeconomicMarxismwere 
mistaken.Th^eneticallyinferiorracesandclassesandethnicities 
andgendersprovednottobeso.Theyprovedtobecreative.The 
exploitedproletariatwasnotimmiserated.Itwasenriched. 

In its enthusiasm for the materialist but deeply erroneous 
pseudo-disco veriesofthe 1 9thcentury — nationalism,socialism, 
Benthamite utilitarianism, hopeless Malthusianism, Comtean 
positivism,neo-positivismJegalpositivism,elitistRomanticism, 
inverted Hegelianism, Freudianism, phrenology, homophobia, 
historical materiahsm, hopeful Communism, leftist anarchism, 
communitarianism, social Darwinism, “scientific” racism, 
racialhistory,theorizedimperialism,apartheid,eugenics,tests 
ofstatisticalsignificance,geographicdeterminism,genderdeter- 
minism, institutionalism, intelligence quotients, social engi- 
neering, slum clearance. Progressive regdation, cameralist 
civilservice,theruleofexperts,andacynicismabouttheforce 
ofethicahdeas — theclerisymislaiditsearliercommitmenttoa 
free and dignifiedcommonpeople. Itforgotthemain, and the 
oneproven,socialdiscoveryofthe 1 9thcentury : Ordinarymen 
andwomendonotneedtobenudgedorplannedfromabove,and 
whenhonoredandleftalonebecomeimmenselycreative.“Icon- 
tainmultitudes,”sangthedemocraticAmericanpoet.Hedid. 

The Great Enrichment, in short, came out of a novel, pro- 
bourgeois , andanti- statistrhetoricthatenrichedthe world. Itis , 
asAdamSmithsaid,“allowingeveryman[andwoman,dear]to 
pursue his own interest his own way, upon the liberal plan of 
equality,liberty,andjustice.” 



KEVIN D. WILLIAMSON 

The Future 
Is Free 

T he battlecryofthismagazinenotwithstanding,thereis 
nocapital-‘ ‘H’ ’HegelianHistory,andnothing — certainly 
not political liberty — is inevitable. It was far from 
inevitablethatacongressoffarmersandlawyersmeet- 
ing in Philadelphia in the late 1 8 th century would adopt as a 
nationalcreedthemostradicalinterpretationofthealreadyextra- 
ordinaryEnglishconceptionofliberty,orthatitwouldsucceed 
inpracticalterms.TheAmericanexperimentcouldhavefailedin 
anynumberofway s . 

Andyet. . .it ’ sanawfullyAmerican-lookingworldoutthere : 
IntheEnglish-speakingnations,ofcourseAnglo-Americanlib- 
erahsmthrivestosuchanextentthattheleftwardmostcredible 
political elements in the United States, the United Kingdom, 
Canada, etc., flatly socialist within recent memory and some- 






Standing in the rubble of the World Trade Center, 
President Bush speaks through a bullhorn. “I 
can’t hear you!” shouts a rescue worker. “I can 
hear you!” Bush replies. “The rest of the world 
hears you! And the people who knocked these 
buildings down will hear all of us soon!” 
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President Bush 
dedicates the 
Victims of 
Communism 
Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. 
“To the more than 
one hundred mil- 
lion victims of 
communism and 
to those who love 
liberty,” reads an 
inscription on the 
statue’s pedestal. 
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In District of Columbia v. Heiier, a 5-4 
majority of the Supreme Court rules that 
“the Second Amendment protects an indi- 
vidual right to possess a firearm uncon- 
nected with service in a militia, and to use 
that arm for traditionally lawful purposes.” 
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times openly Marxist, have been reconstituted along Clinton- 

Blairlines;thenorthem-Europeanwelfarestatesthatbecamethe 

Anglo- AmericanLeft’smodelofprogressafterthedisgraceof 

socialismhavegonethroughZOyearsofspasmodicreformalong 

linesthatcouldhavebeen(andsometimeswere)dreamedupby 

NewtGingrich;weshouldhavenoillusionsaboutthecharacter 

oftheregimeinBeijing,butcapitalismwithChinesecharac- 

teristics looks every year more like capitalism, period; the 

greatfree-marketreformerofthelastdaysofthe20thcentury 

wasabeardedfellowinablueturbanworkinginNewDelhi; 

fromSantiagotoSeoul,Americanexpectationsaboutfreedom 

of speech,freedomofthepress ,etc . ,arethenormsagainstwhich 

policiesaremeasured,evenwhen,asintherecentcaseofSouth 

Korea,somepoliticaltrendsaremovinginthewrongdirection. 

That South Korean example is telling in an important way : 
WhenthegovemmentsofParkGeun-hyeandLeeMyung-bak 
invoked a 1 940s national- security law to harass their political 
opponents — going so far as to dissolve a left-wing party — ^the 
complaints, which came from across the political spectrum, 
weren’tthatthissortofactionwasilliberal,thatitfailedtolive 
uptotheexamplesetintheWest,butratherthattheactionwas 
anachronistic. Thomas Jefferson’s radicalismisjusthow the 
worldisnow. 

Thecivilizedworld,anyway Anglo- Americanliberalismmay 
nothavetheMandateofHeavenorHistoryorWhatever,butit 
certainly hasbeenblessedinitsrivals : there volutionary terror 
of Robespierre, Lenin, and Pol Pot; mass-murdering Fascism 
andmass-murderingCommunism;thetorporandstagnationof 
caudillo autocracy; most recently, the worldwide atrocities of 
totalist Islam. For human beings who wish to live as human 
beings,Anglo- American liberalism, orsomenearvariantofit, 
hasbeenwinningbydefaultformorethanacenturynow. 

ContraGeorgeW.Bush’soverlysunnyassessment,thedesire 
forfreedomdoesnotresideineveryhumanheart;somehuman 
heartsareverydeeplyetchedwithadesiretotakeamacheteto 
theTutsiortoliquidatethekulaks.Butifthereissomethingthat 
wehatemorethanthetribedowntheroad,itisbeinghungry, 
miserable, and vulnerable .TheperennialerroroftheLeftisits 
beliefthattheblessingsofAmericanlifecomefromdemocracy, 
whichisonly^roceduralnecessity.Themessyfact,neverquite 
sortedoutinouiProtestantnationalsoul,isthatthematerialbless- 
ings of American life — the splendid vulgar excess of Donald 
Trumpandreclinerswithbuilt-inoversizedcup-holders — come 
from the same source as the nobler blessings thathaveleftus 
freeandatpeacetoserveGodaswejudgebest.Ineverygener- 
ation, there are afe w extraordinary souls who contemplate the 



possibilitiesofthelatter;mostofusjustwanttherecliners,the 

material comfort of 2 1 st-century capitalist life, the riotous 

abundanceoftheWalmartSupercenter.Youneedalittlepolit- 

icaltheoryandalittleeconomicstounderstandtheconnection 

between well-ordered liberty and the facts of actual human 

happinessandactualhumanflourishing,whichiswhywecon- 

servativesarealwaysataslightdisadvantageinthepopularcon- 

versation:Understandingthingssuchascomparativeadvantage 

andgainsfromtradeisnotallthatdifficult,butitisahellofa 

lotmoredifficultthan“Here’sakitten llt’sanicekitten IDon’t 

youwanttobenicetothenicekitten?”Andthatisessentially 

theLeft’spoliticalprogram,whichis,admittedly,abigstepup 

fromputtingthebourgeoisieintoprisoncamps. 

Thuswehavetheverystrangephenomenonofyoungpeople 
usingAppleproductstotaketoFacebookandTwittertocom- 
plainabouttheevilofcapitalism,ofpeoplewhotakeintema- 
tional travel to be the highest form of consumption and yet 
despairthatthesneakersonsaleatMacy’shavetraveledintema- 
tionally,too.Butweshouldnotbetooworriedaboutthepostur- 
ingoftheOccupygangortheambitionsofanElizabethWarren 
or aB ernie S anders : Nobody ishaving a serious conversation 
aboutgettingridofwhatwecannotreallyimaginelivingwith- 
out.Anti-capitalisttalkistheNewYear’sresolutionofpolitics: 
vestigialpuritanism.Whenitstartstopinch,thefervorwanes. 

Whichistosay,thefactthattheeconomicsandthemoralrea- 
soning both are on the side of liberty is completely beside the 
pointintherealworld:Libertyseduces.LibertyfeelsgoodAnd 
despitefitfuleffortstoseparatethematerialbenefitsofthelib- 
eral order from political liberalism per se — most notably in 
China — people from all over the world have stumbled into an 
understandingthatthisisapackagedeal. 

Whyit’sapackagedealisalmostalwaysmisunderstood,and 
it goes back to those radicals in Philadelphia. They did not 
inventthemodernnation-state;anAmerican-stylearchitecture 
ofgovernmentisseldomusedintherestoftheworld,andwhere 
thereislibertytheWestminstersystemprevailsmuchmorefre- 
quently.Theformandstructureofgovemmentisofcoursemore 
thanincidental,butwhatcameoutoftheAmericanRevolution 
and the subsequentcontest wasmorefundamentalthanthat: It 
wastheinventionof citizenship inaworldthathadonlyknown 
*ywZ?j^ct*y.Theoccasionaloutburstofatavistictribalismnotwith- 
standing,menwhohaveknownfreedomdonotdesiretoretum 
toserfdom,anymorethantheydesiretowearwoodenshoesor 
toliveintents.That’sjusthowtheworldis,andtheprospectsof 
libertyareexcellentbecausewithoutliberty,lifeasweknowit — 
anditisaverygoodlife — isimpossible. NR 



Speaking from the floor 
of the Chicago 
Mercantile Exchange, 
Rick Santelli of CNBC 
rails against the 
Obama administration’s 
stimulus and bailout 
proposals. He calls for a 
new tea party, giving a 
name to an emerging 
movement that will 
soon influence conserva- 
tive politics. 



Republicans win 
control of the 
House of 
Representatives, 
providing a vital 
check on strident 
Democratic ambi- 
tions. President 
Obama calls the 
Democratic defeat 
“a shellacking.” 
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In Burwell v. Hobby 
Lobby, a 5-4 majority 
of the Supreme Court 
upholds the principle 
of religious freedom, 
allowing some compa- 
nies to reject federal 
mandates— in this 
case, a mandate to 
offer contraception 
to employees— on 
the basis of religious 
objections. 




Republicans sweep the midterm elections, gaining 
control of the Senate, increasing their majority in the 
House, and achieving their strongest position in state 
governments since the 1 920s. 
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A lvin wasn’t in much of a hurry, or he and Arthur 
Stuart would’ve jumped over Turkey Creek and 
continued on their way. But Alvin was using this trip 
to quiz young Arthur on his times tables. Or debat- 
ing Cuvier’s theory of catastrophism and how it 
stacked up to uniformitarianism. Or the poor crop of candidates 
for the upcoming presidential election. 

So they was poking along about three miles away from Lake 
Erie, where the farms were fewer and the woods sometimes 
came right up to both sides of a creek. Even now, late in August, 
there was a brisk flow of water in Turkey Creek, and just as 
Alvin was thinking. This would make a pretty dependable mill 
race, they came out of the trees and right where it ought to be, 
there was a mill. 

In 1 963, National Review published ^‘Harrison Bergeron, Kurt Vonnegu6s 
dystopian story about forced equality. Harking back to that milestone, this issue 
presents a new story by Orson Scott Card, the author of Ender s Game and 
many other books. Mr. CardS story continues his six^volume series The Tales of 
Alvin Maker^ an epic fantasy of the American frontier. 



Except it wasn’t, not anymore, because the wheel was gone. 
But everything else was right, including the diversion dam and 
the channel to carry the water with all its force over the non- 
existent wheel. 

“Use to be a working mill,” said Arthur Stuart. “Cause there’s 
the pieces of the wheel.” 

It was a dirty piece of destruction, all the spokes and blades bro- 
ken up and half burnt. “Looks like somebody didn’t like this miller 
and made sure to put him out of business,” said Arthur Stuart. 

Alvin couldn’t argue. But the sun was getting low, and they 
couldn’t see a town nearby, and either somebody was living in 
that millhouse or they wasn’t, but Alvin knew that if he told them 
he was a miller’s son, there’ d be a place for him and Arthur Stuart 
to spend the night. 

There was a place, but there wasn’t a soul to ask, so they ^ 
accepted the roof and walls as if nature had made them, and ate a | 
bit of the bread and cheese they’d earned by fixing a busted axle § 
over on the downs near Walnut Creek at noontime. i 

Like usual, the hardest part about the job had been to get the | 
wagon’s owner to go away long enough that Alvin could fix the § 
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thing without the fellow seeing how he did it, since folks often 
got themselves in a lather about it if they got to think Alvin 
was doing it by hexery. You trying to put a curse on me and 
my trade? 

Alvin could never get folks to understand that what he did 
wasn’t magicking, it was just getting his doodlebug inside the 
axle and lining things up so they held together nice and tight and 
the hubs would turn on the axle nice and smooth. It wasn’t a curse 
or even a prayer, it was just letting the iron and the wood know 
what was needed and helping them get it done. Seemed like the 
more Alvin tried to explain it, the more upset they got. 

So nowadays, it was Arthur Stuart’s job to pretend to twist his 
ankle or retch or start batting away imaginary wasps or some- 
thing, and while their back was turned Alvin would stand there 
not moving a muscle while his doodlebug showed him how 
things was, and by the time they came back the job was done. “It 
wasn’t as broke as you thought it was,” said Alvin. “It was pretty 
easy to get it back in line, and I’m thinking it’ll hold up at least 
long enough to get you home.” 

Truth was, when Alvin fixed something made of metal, it 
wasn’t going to wear out or break again till long after the owner 
was dead. But that was certainly long enough to get the man 
home to his family, and Alvin figured it was all right to accept the 
man’s offer of the food he had left over from his journey, seeing 
how he’d be home in Girard before nightfall. 

In the morning they finished the bread and cheese and Alvin 
was all for going on their way, because he had an idea of getting 
up into the mountains so he could come down again in the Hio 
Valley and maybe call in at Hatrack River and see how Peggy 
was doing. 

But instead Arthur Stuart starts laughing and Alvin says 
what’s so funny, and Arthur Stuart says you know you can’t 
go on until you find out what happened to this mill so let’s 
just get started and not pretend to discuss whether or not to 
ask around. 

That’s why they walked on downstream and passed two more 
mills, both done the same way as the first one, and not a farm- 
house standing anywhere near to Turkey Creek even though it 
was clean water and only a fool builds his house so he has to haul 
water any farther than he needs to. 

Finally they came to a fine-looking brick building that was 
not and never had been a mill. In fact it had that look of sub- 
stance that said it was meant to be either a bank or a school. But 
it was neither. 

“This is the town jail now,” said the man at the door, “and you 
got no business here.” 

“Jail? You got all the criminals in Irrakwa locked up in here? 
Bigger than any jail I ever seen, and I been to Philadelphia and 
Kingstown, Carthage and Dekane.” 

“Well it’s bigger than we need, all right,” said the man at the 
door, “seeing it was built to be a college, but it’s a jail now, and 
there’s enough folks locked up here for public safety that we 
don’t wish it any smaller.” 

“I’m sorry to hear of a college that failed,” said Alvin. “My 
wife’s a schoolteacher and — ” 

“Never said it failed,” said the man at the door. “It just moved.” 

Arthur Stuart laughed. “If it moved, how come it’s still here?” 

“You know it ain’t legal to own no black child in Irrakwa,” said 
the man at the door. 



“Then it’s a good thing that Arthur Stuart here is free,” said 
Alvin, “and my ward, and almost a man, so pretty soon I won’t 
have to drag him along with me on my travels.” 

“He’d never find his way home without me,” said Ar- 
thur Stuart. 

“The college,” said the man at the door, looking at Arthur 
Stuart as if he’d never seen an uppity half-black youth before, 
“has a new building about a half mile down, after that point of 
land and well away from the water.” 

“Away from the water?” asked Alvin. “Turkey Creek has a 
good flow, but we ain’t that far from the source, so even with 
snowmelt and rain put together, I bet you never had a flood 
reached even as high as this . . . jail.” 

The man’s eyes narrowed. “You a naysayer?” he asked. 

“I don’t know what you mean,” said Alvin. 

“Sometimes he says nay, and sometimes he says aye or yea,” 
said Arthur Stuart. “And sometimes he makes sense, but it’s 
pretty unpredictable.” 

“Just thinking you might be careful talking about how flood- 
water can only get this high or that high,” said the man at the 
door. “Folks locked up inside, they’re all naysayers. Do you 
get my drift?” 

“I’m just a stranger as knows something about water in other 
places,” said Alvin, “but I don’t pretend to know anything about 
Turkey Creek apart from what my eyes tell me, so I’d be curious 
to find out what it is that misguided people might say nay to.” 
“It’s scientist stuff,” said the man at the door, “so you can’t 
hardly expect to understand it.” 

“So it comes from the college,” said Alvin. 

“It comes from Professor Rea, him being the dean of the col- 
lege, not to mention the world’s foremost expert on how water 
gets called and how water gets shunned.” 

“Well, he’s the man I want to meet,” said Alvin. 

“Too bad for you,” said the man at the door, “cause he’s off in 
Philadelphia right now, showing other scientists about his find- 
ings and warning them about the danger and all.” 

“Well, here I got my hopes up that I might learn something, and 
now I’m disappointed,” said Alvin, with as much sincerity as he 
could muster. He made a little hand sign to let Arthur Stuart know 
that this would be a very bad time for him to make fun. 

“I expect somebody else at the college might be able to explain 
it in terms that you can understand,” said the man at the door. 

Again, Alvin made the hand sign and for once Arthur Stuart 
obeyed him. Since people assuming they were uneducated yokels 
always set Arthur Stuart off like a mockingbird, Alvin figured it 
was the fact that this was now a jail for naysayers that prompted 
him to keep quiet. 

In a few minutes they set out downstream toward the town, 
heeding the man’s advice that they stay well away from Turkey 
Creek, because the ground was boggy and could suck a man’s 
boots right off his feet. 

“Sounds like they got a powerful fear of water around here,” 
said Arthur Stuart. 

“More like they got a powerful fear of folks who say ‘nay,’” 
said Alvin. “As to water. I’ve had some pretty bad experiences 
with it myself, over the years, so I don’t mock those as has respect 
for that element.” 

They crested the rise, and there before them was a little hamlet 
dominated by a new brick building which was still being built 
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around the backside, and which wasn’t half so fine as the one now 
serving as a jail. But the houses and shops and the college itself 
were all well up the slope, while down nearer the water, Alvin 
could see where the foundations of houses used to be, and where 
level streets had grown only one summer’s worth of grass. 

“Folks went to a lot of trouble to make those streets down there,” 
said Arthur Stuart, “where they can be flat and smooth. Nothing 
half so good up higher on the slope, and nothing level at all.” 
“They moved this village in a hurry,” said Alvin, “and they 
moved it away from the water, so I think we need to find out what 
cataclysm they’re expecting.” 

“Can’t be another flood like Noah’s,” said Arthur Stuart, 
“cause it covered even the high ground, and besides, we still got 
rainbows so God’s not going to flood the world again.” 

“I think you oughtn’t to speculate on what can and can’t be, 
lessen you get taken for a naysayer,” said Alvin, and when Arthur 
Stuart whooped, Alvin said sternly, “Ain’t joking now, lad.” 
They ate a bit at the only working tavern, paying with a bit of 
cash money since Alvin didn’t want to take the time to earn his 
bread by labor. He wanted to find somebody to explain all that 
hard science to him, so he’d understand why they were afraid of 
a flood only a mile downstream from the source of Turkey Creek. 

First person they ran into at the college was a genial old fellow 
who was overseeing the bricklayers on the east side of the build- 
ing. “You’d think they imagined that the back of the building 
was invisible, the careless way they let the wall drift out of 
plumb and the bricks line up all higgledy-piggledy,” said the 



“Well I don’t,” said Enos Walker, “because we only need one 
professor of elementology. My expertise is somewhere between 
mathematics and metaphysics.” 

“Not much overlap there,” said Alvin. 

“None at all,” said Enos. “Like I said, Em somewhere between 
them, and not properly inside either one. But I do know enough 
about Professor Rea’s science to explain what he’s been warning 
folks about.” 

“I hope it’s simple enough for me to understand,” said Alvin. 

“Oh, my version of it is simple, all right,” said Enos. “Ell be 
interested to see what you make of it.” 

And it was pretty simple. It seemed that Professor Rea had dis- 
covered a theory, which he was now certain was an absolute fact, 
that when mills ran on water power, they called to the water and 
brought on terrible floods. So mills were declared to be a danger 
to anyone living near any water that they drew power from. 

“So that’s why all the wheels were taken off the mills on 
Turkey Creek and broken up and burnt,” said Arthur Stuart. 

“Professor Rea never said to do any damage to anybody’s 
property,” said Enos Walker. “In fact, he said that the mills on 
Turkey Creek had already done so much harm that it would be a 
hundred years at least before the danger of mill-made flooding 
would be gone, so there was hardly any point in taking them 
down, as long as they weren’t turning anymore.” 

Alvin nodded. 

Arthur Stuart chuckled a little. 

“Nothing funny here,” said Alvin. 



He wanted to find somebody to explain all that hard science 
to him, so he’d understand why they were afraid of a flood 
only a mile downstream from the source of Turkey Creek. 



man once he and Alvin and Arthur Stuart was sitting on chairs in 
a decent-size lecture hall. “Em Enos Walker,” he said, “and no, 
it’s never Professor Walker, because there’s only one professor 
at Rea College, and that’s Professor Rea himself. Em a mere lec- 
turer and so you have the honor of calling me Mister Walker or 
even, if you’re feeling neighborly, plain old Enos.” 

“We’re just wondering how much you’d charge for a bit of lec- 
turing today,” said Alvin. “And by ‘today’ I mean here and now, 
and with luck no more than an hour’s worth, or less.” 

“We’re between school terms, and with all my scholars off 
helping with preparations for winter, I have time on my hands 
and language so welled up in my head that Ed be grateful for a 
chance to let some of it out, to relieve the pressure.” 

“I think he means there’s no charge for talking,” said Ar - 
thur Stuart. 

“That is exactly what I mean, and Em glad of a man who can 
say things straight out.” 

“That’s Arthur Stuart for you,” said Alvin. “And now he’ll be 
silent and listen, I wager, while you explain to us why this town 
seems to think a deluge is coming, and anybody who doubts it 
gets tagged as a naysayer and plunked into a jail that used to be 
a college.” 

“Man at the jail said it was a science thing,” said Arthur Stuart, 
“so I wonder if you lecture about the right kind of science.” 



“I was just thinking,” said Arthur Stuart, “that it’s a dang good 
thing nobody around here knows that you’re a miller’s son.” 
“Well, now Enos Walker, lecturer, is privy to that information, 
thanks to you and your mouth,” said Alvin cheerfully. 

“But Enos Walker, lecturer, doesn’t believe a word of 
Professor Rea’s theory about mill-invited flooding, so he’s not 
likely to accuse you of anything,” said Arthur Stuart. 

Enos Walker raised an eyebrow. “In these parts, where Pro- 
fessor Rea is so well respected, it can be a perilous thing to say 
that a man doesn’t ‘believe a word’ of his hydrological theories.” 
“Wouldn’t want to be a naysayer,” said Arthur Stuart, still 
chuckling. 

“Em not a naysayer,” said Enos Walker. “Though it might be 
that in private, I might admit to sometimes being a nsiythinkerr 
“You’re a man of science,” said Alvin. “You know that 
Professor Rea can’t possibly have a lick of evidence.” 

“It’s a remarkable thing,” said Enos Walker. “His best evi- 
dence is the absence of evidence. Meaning that whenever 
anybody points out that there are a lot of mills on a lot of 
rivers that never had a flood of any size, he just shakes his 
head and looks worried and says, ‘Things have built up dan- 
gerously far, Em afraid. Dangerously far. When the flood 
breaks loose, there’ll be hell to pay wherever men have built 
these monstrous watermills to torture the water, to enslave 
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the water. How it longs to break free and wreak havoc over 
the land!”’ 

When he spoke for Professor Rea, his voice took on a different 
tone, and since Arthur Stuart was a perfect mimic, he repeated the 
whole speech word for word, and Enos Walker laughed. “You 
don’t really sound like /z/m,” he said, “but you sound exactly like 
me trying to sound like him.” 

“So who’s in that jail?” Alvin asked. 

“Well, all the millers, of course, because they weren’t even 
allowed to leave town. They’re all bound over for trial, though 
the trial won’t happen till the flood actually occurs, because until 
there’s harm, there’s no crime.” 

“Sounds like a life sentence,” said Arthur Stuart. “Since I’m 
pretty sure that flood ain’t coming.” 

“The rest in that jail are naysayers like you. Doesn’t take 
much. Just a laugh or even a cough while Professor Rea is 
holding forth on the evils of ‘damaging the balance of the ele- 
ments with monstrous wheels stabbing into the hydrous her- 
itage of humankind, three thousand times a day, a million times 
a year.’” 

Arthur Stuart had to repeat that, too, only now he wasn’t imi- 
tating Enos Walker, he was going for the voice that Walker 
seemed to be trying to imitate. “How do you do that?” asked Enos 
Walker, dabbing at his eyes. “You never met the man, you never 
heard him, but now you sound just like him.” 

“It’s his knack,” said Alvin. 

“He imitates people’s voices?” 

“Much deeper than that,” said Alvin. “Arthur Stuart never says 
so, but I think he understands the soul, and the voice just floats on 
top, so to speak.” 

“Mr. Walker,” said Arthur Stuart, “since you know Professor 
Rea’s theory doesn’t hold water, so to speak, how can you keep 
silence and not correct him?” 

Enos Walker nodded sadly. “I accept your accusation, my 
lad, and I confess my shame. I have a wife and two lovely 
daughters who are somewhat sought after by young men of 
this town. If I were to say my nays, I would lose my situation, 
so that even if by some oversight I were not locked up with 
the others, I would be forced to move elsewhere to seek my 
^ livelihood. I’d have no letter of recommendation to carry 
I with me, and I’d have two weeping daughters and a scolding 
° wife to contend with. So it is not fear of the jail that silences 
I me, but weariness of life, weariness of my imagined life if I 
I earned the lamentations and imprecations of that fearsome 
g covey of females.” 



“I am delighted,” said Arthur Stuart, “at how your language 
gets much more formal and buttside upmost when you’re saying 
something that you know is perfectly dishonest.” 

“I try to teach the boy manners,” said Alvin, “but seeing as how 
I haven’t good manners myself, I fail regular.” 

“Here’s how I see it,” said Enos Walker. “Not one of Professor 
Rea’s predictions has come true. Not a one. And people have 
gone to an enormous amount of trouble trying to prepare for 
those predictions to be fulfilled. Professor Rea has also forbidden 
the digging of wells, since pumps are as pernicious as mill 
wheels, so all these citizens will have to walk all the way to 
Turkey Creek every day and haul water. How long before the 
sheer weariness of it makes naysayers of them all?” 

“People can go to a powerful lot of trouble for a pretty long 
time before they weary of it,” said Alvin, “as long as they’ve got 
some kind of expert telling them they have no choice, and there’s 
no other expert telling them that it’s all just empty chinwag.” 
“But I can’t speak against it,” said Enos Walker, “because he’s 
the expert on the elements, and I’m only a wanderer between 
math and metaphysics.” 

“So they all believe that you believe it,” said Alvin, “because 
you go along with it.” 

“I and the other four teachers at this college,” said Enos. “And 
when any men of science make a pilgrimage to this place, to learn 
at the professor’s feet, they quickly realize that questions aren’t 
welcomed here. It’s an inconvenient thing, to be called a nay- 
sayer. So of course the regular folks here think that all the men of 
science are in agreement with Professor Rea.” 

Alvin smiled. “I respect your self-knowledge, sir,” he said. 
“And I appreciate your dilemma, because when you’re in the 
devil’s pay, it’s best not to contradict the devil’s dogma.” 

“Oh, no,” said Enos Walker, with a twinkle in his eye and an 
edge to his voice. “It’s the naysayers who are all in the pay of a con- 
spiracy of millers, to try to cause people to doubt the danger so the 
millers can go on laboring to bring the floodwaters down upon us.” 
“Without mills,” said Alvin, “where do they grind their com?” 
“They take it farther by wagon, and it costs them more,” said 
Enos Walker, “and a good many businesses are failing because 
people lack the money to pay for what they used to buy. And it’s 
hard to sell land here, so far back from the creek, so when people 
leave, they leave with almost nothing.” 

“But that’s only money,” said Arthur Stuart, “and scientists and 
professors, they don’t care about such things.” 

“They don’t when their wife has a very rich father, as Professor 
Rea’s wife has,” said Enos Walker. “But mine doesn’t.” 
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“I’m a miller’s son,” said Alvin, “and I’ve traveled this land a 
bit. I never saw nor heard of a flood caused by mills. I’m also a 
journeyman blacksmith by trade, with my anvil in this poke I 
carry with me.” 

“Your arms and shoulders proclaimed your trade from the 
moment I saw you. Except that you don’t have one arm markedly 
stronger than the other.” 

“I use my arms equally, so my shirtmakers don’t have trouble 
with their measurements. And as a blacksmith. I’m right glad 
there’s no elementologist claiming that smithery brings down 
lightning strikes.” 

Enos Walker leaned forward. “Keep that thought to yourself, 
sir,” he said. “Because it’s only a matter of time before he realizes 
that the other elements shouldn’t be neglected.” 

“Here’s what I think,” said Alvin. “In fact. I’ll make a pre- 
diction.” 

“As a blacksmith or a miller’s son?” 

“As a man of science,” said Alvin, “because I’m a bit more 
learned than most folks think. Here’s my prediction. There will 
never be a flood of Turkey Creek, mills or no mills. And people 



Enos Walker nodded gravely, then smiled. “Inconvenient as 
some of your predictions are to me personally, since moving is 
always hard work, it seems to me that even my wife can’t blame 
me for causing my family to move away from a failed creek.” 

They took their leave of Enos Walker soon after, had supper in 
the tavern in the town, and then, when it was full dark, they 
walked out to the banks of the river. 

Alvin’s doodlebug felt its way upstream to the natural springs 
that gave rise to Turkey Creek. Then he plunged down into the 
bedrock, into the aquifer that fed the spring, and found a new 
channel for the water, bringing it to the surface where it would 
flow into Raccoon Creek, more than a mile to the east, and with 
a good rise of ground between them. Within a few minutes, the 
water in Turkey Creek slowed to a trickle, then a seep, then a 
series of puddles. 

Only when the bed of the creek was dry did Alvin turn his 
attention to the college- turned-jail. He found all the locked doors 
and dissolved the locks so the doors wouldn’t stay shut. But he 
sealed up the door where the guard slept, so he couldn’t get out 
till somebody broke through the wall come morning. 



T daresay that wherever Professor Rea finds believers, 
and mills are shut and their waterwheels broken up, the 
water will cease to flow at all.’ 



will stop hauling water from Turkey Creek by tomorrow morn- 
ing, and will all be moved away within a couple of weeks. This 
town will be empty, and this college will be out of business, and 
your daughters will have to go elsewhere to find eager young 
men, though I doubt they’ll lack for offers wherever they go.” 

“An interesting prediction,” said Enos Walker. 

“I’ll go farther. I daresay that wherever Professor Rea finds 
believers, and mills are shut and their waterwheels broken up, the 
water will cease to flow at all, until all the people of Irrakwa and 
the United States live in terror of a visit from the Professor, and 
will refuse to let him open up his mouth.” 

“I beg only to know the evidence that leads to your predic- 
tions,” said Enos Walker. 

“I think this man is a denier of every theory,” said Arthur Stuart. 

“All tme men of science are skeptical,” said Enos Walker. 

“The difference between your Professor Rea and me,” said 
Alvin, “is that he predicts what water is going to do at some 
vague future time, while I predict what ’m going to do while 
folks are sleeping in the town tonight.” 

Enos Walker looked as skeptical as a tme man of science. 

Alvin nodded to him, and passed his hand across the surface 
of the chair beside him. Then he caused water to condense out 
of the air onto the wooden seat of the chair until there was a bit 
of a puddle there. 

Enos Walker raised an eyebrow. 

Then Alvin caused the water to soak into the wood all at once, 
and it was instantly gone. 

“I have a knack with voices,” said Arthur Stuart, “and Alvin 
Maker has a knack with elements.” 

“Professor Rea and I work with the same subject matter,” said 
Alvin, “though I don’t believe he’d respect my credentials.” 



Soon the prisoners discovered that their doors were open, 
and not long afterward they began to wander out through the 
back wall, where Alvin had peeled off the entire fagade of 
brick. By morning, the prisoners would all be far to the west, 
having crossed Turkey Creek without dampening the soles of 
their shoes. 

“This is hard on the folks downstream,” said Arthur Stuart. 

“If they want water, they can build a mill and call for it to 
come,” said Alvin. 

“It’s not their fault that they believed in a fool who called him- 
self a scientist.” 

“It’s their fault when they believe in anybody whose predic- 
tions always fail, and whose ideas violate common sense and 
experience. It’s their fault when they punish folks for a difference 
of opinion. And the lesson of not falling for every hoax that calls 
itself science will be worth more than what they’ll lose on their 
property value.” 

Alvin Smith and Arthur Stuart went overland by night, and 
this time they moved with haste, hearing the greensong and 
running like the wind, faster than deer, as fast as Reds once 
ran these lands when they were forest down to the shores of 
the lake. 

Over the next few weeks the stories reached them of a goodly 
town, which had a college in it, that had to be abandoned 
because Turkey Creek dried up one night and never had water in 
it again, not even when it rained. And the strangest thing of all, 
according to these tales, was the fact that the millers had already 
left the place, tearing down their waterwheels. 

“So if you ever hear of millers deserting a steady stream, look 
to your wells!” said the gossips. “Because that’s a stream that’s 
going to fail, and a town that’s going to die.” NR 



7 2 NATIONAL REVIEW I www.nationalreview.com 



NOVEMBER 19, 2015 



SIXTIETH-ANNIVERSARY ISSHE 



Arthur C. Brooks 



The American Search for Economic 
Justice, by Peter McClelland 

I N the mid 1990s, I arrived at 
Cornell University to begin a Ph.D. 
in economics. At 31, having only 
recently resumed my atypical edu- 
cation after a “gap decade,” I lacked the 
liberal-arts background that many of my 
classmates possessed. I knew my techni- 
cal economics but craved some under- 
standing of the philosophical debates that 
I could detect lurking beneath the math. 

That’s where Peter McClelland came 
in. The veteran professor of economic his- 
tory was unusually generous with his time 
and happy to meet with curious students. 
It didn’t take long for a one-off meeting to 
turn into a regular breakfast. He fielded all 
my queries about how scholars defined 
concepts such as “freedom” and “fair- 
ness,” and introduced me to his book The 
American Searchfor Economic Justice , 
which I devoured. 

This book may not be familiar to many 
readers today. But after two decades in 
academia and the policy world, I have yet 
to find a better primer on the moral and 
philosophical debates that underlie the 
study of economics. It’s a tremendous 
book, treating arguments from all sides 
fairly. It served as a fine introduction to 
many important thinkers — including a 
handful of American Enterprise Institute 
all-stars. And it served as my diving board 
into the world of big ideas: positive free- 
dom versus negative liberty; the Lockean 
roots of the American experiment; and the 
difference between equity and equality as 
moral priorities. 

Most broadly, McClelland’s book high- 
lights the importance of the competition 
of ideas. It shows how equally high- 
quality thinkers can think they are directly 
disagreeing, when they are actually mov- 
ing in orthogonal planes and misunder- 
standing one another. Brilliant men and 
women can bring different moral presup- 
positions to a discussion and come away 
with conclusions that are opposite to each 
other but that are equally consistent with 
their premises. 

Peter McClelland taught me one other 
invaluable lesson: humility. Years after I’d 
left Cornell to finish my Ph.D. elsewhere 
and had estabhshed myself as a professor. 



I found myself in Ithaca and wanted to 
thank him in person. I was publishing fre- 
quently in the academic journals and writ- 
ing fairly regularly for the Wall Street 
Journal, and I presumptuously expected 
to find him happy to see me. I navigated 
familiar hallways and knocked on Pro- 
fessor McClelland’s door. He answered 
and looked at me — zero recognition. I in- 
troduced myself and reminded him of our 
breakfasts. No memory whatsoever of me 
or these meetings. To be clear, there was 
nothing wrong with him; it was just that I 
hadn’t made much of an impression. 

He was delighted to hear that his book 
had been useful to me, however, and 
gave me another copy. I gave it to one of 
my own students. I don’t remember 
which one. 



Mr. Brooks is the president of the American 
Enterprise Institute and the author, most 
recently of The Conservative Heart: Howto 
Build a Fairer, Happier, and More 
Prosperous America. 




Christopher Buckley 

Radical Chic & Mau-Mauing 
the Flak-Catchers, by Tom Wolfe 
(Picador, 144 pp., $15) 

B ook that most influenced me? 

Nice as it would be to say 
“The Bible,” that would be 
stretching it. And tempted as I 
am to say, ''UpfromLiberalism ” or ‘'The 
Unmaking of aMay or ” — ^both splendid 
books — ^that, too, would be a stretcher. 

My dear old late dad, founder of NR, 
used to despair over my refusal, as a child, 
to read books. (As opposed to comic 
books, which I inhaled.) He actually 
bribed me to read TheWizardofOz when 
I was, like, ten. He may have paid as 



much as five bucks, a fair chunk of 
change in 1962. 

But to answer the question: Radical 
Chic, by Tom Wolfe. 

It’s probably unnecessary to remind 
you that this was Wolfe’s dazzling and 
hilarious takedown of Leonard Bernstein 
and the party he gave at his 13 -room 
Manhattan apartment to raise money for 
the Black Panthers Defense Lund. That 
was January 4, 1970, a date that will live 
forever in Liberal infamy. All the beau- 
tiful people and bien-pensants and 
soi-disants were present. When Wolfe’s 
account of the event hit the newsstands 
(it was first serialized in ChicagoToday 
in early 1971), they looked a whole lot 
less beautiful and were surely pensanting 
less bien of themselves. 

Just recently, Michael Lewis (Liar’s 
Poker, Money ball, etc.) wrote a mar- 
velous appreciation of Wolfe in Vanity 
Fair. Wolfe has called Lewis “probably 
the best current writer in this country,” 
so author and subject were perfectly 
matched. Lewis reminds us that it was 
Wolfe who made so many of my genera- 
tion want to be writers in the first place. 
His brilliance was matched by the sheer 
zest with which he went after his prey. 
And into the bargain, hewasoneofus — 
a conservative. Who’d a thunk it? 



Mr. Buckley is the author of many books, 
including the forthcoming novel 
The Relic Master. 



Steven F. Hayward 

The Abolition of Man, by C. S. Lewis 
(HarperOne, 128 pp., $12.99) 

I T is hard to single out just one 
book that decisively shaped my 
conservative outlook, especially 
since I was seemingly born 
“conservative by cell structure,” to bor- 
row Whittaker Chambers’s phrase. 
National Review itself deserves much 
credit; I started reading NR in the eighth 
grade and kept it tucked in my back 
pocket as I passed out John Ashbrook 
“No Left Turns” buttons during the 1972 
GOP primaries. 

But I can point to one book that, at an 
early moment, deepened my philosoph- 
ical conservatism: C. S. Lewis’s The 
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AbolitionofMan. Still in high school, I 
became curious about Lewis’s short 
preface to his anti-utopian novel That 
Hideous Strength, in which he said that 
the background teaching of the novel 
was explained in Abolition. In that book, 
published in 1943, Lewis deduced from 
some faint clues of contemporary litera- 
ture what would become our descent 
into what we know today as postmodern 
nihilism. Lewis warned that the “fatal 
serialism of the modern imagination,” its 
relentless moral reductionism that ends 
in total nihilism, would generate “men 
without chests.” Our conquest of nature, 
he warned, would culminate in the con- 
quest of human nature, which meant in 
practice the conquest of some men by 
other men. In other words, he foresaw the 
ideology of despotism, which could never 
remain soft or benevolent. 

TheAbolitionojMan , barely 100 pages 
long, culminates in a simple but elegant 
argument on behalf of natural law — nay, 
of human nature itself. Human nature is 
the most controversial and overarching 
political question of our time. (And 
perhaps we should start calling leftists 



“human-nature deniers”?) Lewis reminds 
us, finally, that “a dogmatic belief in 
objective value is necessary to the very 
idea of a rule which is not a tyranny or an 
obedience which is not slavery.” 



Mr. Hayward is the Ronald Reagan 
Distinguished Visiting Professor at 
Pepperdine University’s Graduate School 
of Public Policy 



Virginia Postrel 

Knowledge and Decisions, 

by Thomas Sowell (Basio, 422 pp., $26) 

A sking me to name a book that 
has influenced my world- 
view is like asking Georges 
Seurat to name a color that 
was important to ASundayAfternoonon 
thelslandofLaGrandeJatte . The prob- 
lem is not just that there are so many. It’s 
that the view emerges as much through 
their interactions as through their indi- 
vidual contributions. 



I read Thomas Sowell’s Knowledge 
andDecisions when I was a college stu- 
dent, shortly after its paperback publica- 
tion in 1980. Sowell acknowledges on the 
first page his debt to F. A. Hayek’s article 
“The Use of Knowledge in Society,” but 
his exploration of dispersed knowledge 
and its implications for decision-making 
goes beyond Hayek’s, bringing the analy- 
sis to bear on a wide array of economic 
and social puzzles: Why are small busi- 
nesses typically financed by friends and 
family rather than by banks? Why did big- 
city political machines attract loyalty 
from immigrant voters who knew them to 
be corrupt? 

And consider this Sowell observation, 
made all the more apt in the age of selfies: 
“Science and technology lead to far more 
complexity in producing cameras and 
film today, but that growing complexity 
among a handful of technicians permits 
far more simplicity (and ignorance) in the 
actual use of modem photographic equip- 
ment and materials by a mass of people.” 

Although Knowledge andDecisions is 
gracefully written and full of vivid exam- 
ples, I originally found Sowell’s careful 
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parsing of abstract categories dense and 
difficult. When I reread the book in the 
mid 1990s, however, it seemed easy — 
because so many of its arguments had 
become integral to my own thinking. 

Although the editors ask that I paint my 
thought in a single color, let me mention 
an essential complement: Culture and 
Consumption (1990), by anthropologist 
Grant McCracken. Economists take tastes 
as given, and the more they appreciate 
free markets, the more loath they are to 
consider where “subjective value” comes 
from. With so many social planners eager 
to substitute their own preferences for 
those of the diverse public, why raise the 
question? But McCracken insightfully 
and sympathetically explores how goods 
embody meanings that consumers value. 
His work influenced my own investiga- 
tions of culture and consumption and bol- 
stered my conviction that, as David Hume 
and Adam Smith knew long ago, examin- 
ing why people buy the things they buy is 
essential to understanding life in a free, 
commercial society. 



Virginia Postrei is a coiumnist for 
Bloomberg View and the author, most 
recentiy, of The Power of Glamour: Longing 
and the Art of Visual Persuasion. 




Daniel Hannan 

Reflections on the Revolution 
in France, by Edmund Burke (a number 
of editions in print) 

I STILL remember the shock I felt 
when I was about halfway through 
Edmund Burke’s R flections on 
the Revolutionin France. It was 
1991, and I was spending an undergrad- 
uate summer meandering slowly from 



Chicago to New Orleans when, in the 
middle of a passage about something else, 
I came across a glancing reference to 
Erance’s “captive king.” 

Stunned, I put the paperback down 
and stared round-eyed at my fellow 
Greyhound passengers. Until that mo- 
ment, it had not properly hit me that the 
entire book, the most penetrating denun- 
ciation of revolutionary excess ever com- 
posed, had been written beforetheTerror 
started. As a piece of political prophecy, 
it stands unsurpassed. 

Burke predicted the chaos, the repres- 
sion, the arbitrary confiscations, the wan- 
ton executions, and even, with uncanny 
foresight, the Bonapartist denouement: 

In the weakness of one kind of author- 
ity, and in the fluctuation of all, the 
officers of an army will remain for 
some time mutinous and full of fac- 
tion, until some popular general, who 
understands the art of conciliating the 
soldiery, and who possesses the true 
spirit of command, shall draw the eyes 
of all men upon himself. Armies will 
obey him on his personal account. . . . 
The moment in which that event shall 
happen, the person who commands 
the army is . . . the master of your 
whole republic. 

There are never any prizes in politics 
for being right too early. Burke stood 
apart, an ascetic soothsayer, a lonely 
Irish prophet descrying a future invisi- 
ble to his contemporaries. He was right 
about America, right about Ireland, right 
about India, and, outstandingly, right 
about Erance. As usually happens, his 
peers never properly forgave him. 

Only in retrospect do we glimpse the 
magnitude of his achievement. Burke 
remains the most eloquent critic of the 
rationalist modernism that has dominated 
political thinking from his time to ours. 
He saw the limits of planning; or, rather, 
he saw the necessity of the unplanned, 
the unreasoned, the organic. 

Our age holds prejudice to be perhaps 
the most abominable of all sins. But the 
great Dubliner shows that life would 
become impossible if we tried to think 
through every new situation from first 
principles, disregarding both our own 
experience and the inherited wisdom of 
our people. 

Burke wrote the manual for English- 
speaking rightists. Anglosphere conser- 



vatism — cool, quizzical, empirical, ironic, 
restrained, an attitude rather than an ide- 
ology — ^has been a lot more benign than 
most foreign rightist doctrines. Such is 
his legacy; such our patrimony. 

Mr. Hannan, the aL/fhor of Inventing Freedom: 
How the English-Speaking Peoples Made 
the Modern World, is a coiumnist for the 
Washington Examiner and CapX. 







Charles R. Kesler 

Did You Ever See a Dream Walking? 
American Conservative Thought 
in the Twentieth Century, 

edited by William F. Buckley Jr. 

I READ this book in high school, or 
rather I read as much of it as my 
young mind could absorb. Actu- 
ally, I read quite a bit more than I 
could absorb, which drove me to return to 
it again and again. 

Eor Bill Buckley, it was an unusual pro- 
ject that must have cost him a lot of labor: 
a volume containing “quintessential sam- 
plings of conservative thought,” or as he 
put it more modestly, “an honest effort to 
transcribe one American conservative’s 
understanding of some of the recent 
sources of the illumination he lives by.” 
Published in 1970 by Bobbs-Merrill as 
part of its American Heritage Series — an 
array of more than 70 anthologies 
meant for college use and covering all 
of American history (alas, I never got 
around to Senator George McGovern’s 
Agrtultural Thought in the Twentieth 
Century) — the book carried different 
titles in hardcover and paperback. The lat- 
ter appeared in academic livery, titled 
“American Conservative Thought in the 
Twentieth Century.” The former sported 
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“Did You Ever See a Dream Walking?” at 
the top of the cover, with the sober, 
descriptive title second, and an odd pic- 
ture of WEB gesticulating in the lower- 
right corner. I deduce that “Dream 
Walking” was Bill’s choice, and “Ameri- 
can Conservative Thought” the favorite 
title of the series editor, the formidable 
Leonard W. Levy. I never suspected that 
“Did You Ever See a Dream Walking?” 
was a popular song of the 1930s until, one 
sunny day at their house in Stamford, Pat 
started singing it and Bill joined in! 

Under either title, the book was a terrific 
introduction to conservatism, not exactly 
a greatest-hits package or a best-of assort- 
ment but a stimulating collection of writ- 
ers and thinkers who — whether agreeing 
or disagreeing — had influenced Bill. 
Since he practically was American con- 
servatism at that point, the connection 
was vivid, exciting. Here were the great 
who happened to be his friends (e.g., 
Milton Eriedman), his friends who hap- 
pened to be great (e.g., James Burnham), 
early influences (e.g., Albert Jay Nock), 
later influences (e.g., Harry V. Jaffa), 
high-minded choices (e.g., John Courtney 
Murray, Leo Strauss, Michael Oakeshott), 
surprises (Jane Jacobs), and, of course, 
incipient apostates (Garry Wills). Only 

The book was a 
collection of writers 
and thinkers who had 
influenced WFB. 

two contributors appeared twice: Nock 
and Whittaker Chambers. 

Almost two decades later, I told Bill 
how much the book had meant to me and 
urged him to do a second edition, which 
led eventually to our sequel, Keepingthe 
Tablets: ModemAmerican Conservative 
Thought (1988). No song titles for us. 

But the song had answered its own 
question, and anyone who knew Bill 
Buckley or his 1970 anthology would 
want to join in. “Did you ever see a dream 
walking? Well, I did.” 



Mr. Kesler, a professor of government 
and political science at Claremont 
McKenna College and Claremont Graduate 
University, is the editor of the Claremont 
Review of Books. 




Roger Kimball 



Against the Idols of the Age, 

by David Stove, edited and with 
an introduction by Roger Kimball 
(Transaction, 347 pp., $35.95) 

A nyone interested in ideas will 
fondly recall the intellectual 
excitement that comes with 
discovering a writer who 
opens up new avenues of insight. Eor 
most of us, such discoveries taper off with 
the end of college or graduate school. We 



continue to read, stumble occasionally on 
excellent authors who had been hitherto 
unknown to us, but that frisson of dis- 
covery becomes rarer and rarer. It was 
with immense gratitude, then, that I first 
encountered the work of the Australian 
philosopher David Stove (1927-94) in 
1996, when I had already achieved the 
venerable age of 40. 

Among other things. Stove supplied 
some unanswerable arguments to bolster 
my longstanding prejudice against the 
work of Thomas “Mr. Paradigm Change” 
Kuhn. I had always suspected that there 
was something fishy about Kuhn’s 
account of the way scientific theories 
develop. Stove showed that I didn’t know 
the half of it. Kuhn had always denied that 
he was an irrationalist. But Stove showed 
that Kuhn’s celebrated notion of “para- 
digm change” provided not an account 
but a repudiation of scientific develop- 
ment. Kuhn covertly substituted sociology 
and history for logic, thus winding up 
with a picture of science in which pro - 
gress is illusory and no scientific theory 
can be said to be better or worse than 
another. Stove traced Kuhn’s irrational- 
ism back through Karl Popper’s philoso- 



Congratulations 
to our client on 
celebrating their 

60 tfr Umilmhan^ 

WISS 



NJ I NY I W155.COM 



NATIONAL REVIEW 7 7 





SIXTIETH-ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 



phy of science (another fishy specimen) 
and ultimately to Hume’s skepticism 
about the cogency of inductive arguments. 

Popper long ago became part of the 
intellectual atmosphere, his assumptions 
taken for granted even by those who 
hadn’t read him. (The idea that a propo- 
sition isn’t really scientific unless it is 
falsifiable is an especially popular bit 
of Popperism.) But Stove shows that 
Popper’s philosophy of science is actually 
an efficient engine for generating irra- 
tional beliefs about what counts as sci- 
entific knowledge. At the center of 
Popper’s thinking about the philosophy 
of science is a profound skepticism 
about the rationality of inductive reason- 
ing. Popper was a deductivist: He dreamt 
of constructing a philosophy of science 
based solely on the resources of logic. 
He was also an empiricist: He admitted 
no source of knowledge beyond experi- 
ence. As Stove shows, the combination 
of empiricism and deductivism is a pre- 
scription for irrationalism and cognitive 
impotence. An empiricist says that no 
propositions other than propositions about 
the observed can be a reason to believe a 
contingent proposition about the unob- 
served; an empiricist who is also a deduc- 
tivist is forced to conclude that there can 
be no reasons atall to believe any contin- 
gent proposition about the unobserved. 

Quite apart from being a devastatingly 
astute philosophical critic. Stove was one 
of the best and funniest philosophical 
writers in the history of the discipline. I 
know, I know: That is a large claim. But 
please, read a dozen pages of his work 
before suggesting that I exaggerate. I have 
made it easy for you by putting together a 
plump anthology of Stove’s work called 
“Against the Idols of the Age.” It includes 
a generous helping of Stove’s work on 
irrationalism in the philosophy of science 
as well as key bits of his landmark attack 
on certain aspects of Darwinian theory 
(the work of the preposterous Richard 
Dawkins is a prominent target) and a gen- 
erous sampling of his occasional essays. 

Among educated persons today, any 
suggestion that aspects of Darwinian the- 
ory are suspect is instantly met with con- 
tempt, pity, derision — anything but a 
mind open to rational persuasion. Crack - 
pot creationists are anti-Darwinian, ergo 
anyone who challenges Darwinian dogma 
must be a creationist, a crackpot, or both. 
This is not the place to rehearse Stove’s 



arguments; let me just plead that you 
reserve judgment until you read what 
Stove has to say. 

When I tell you that one of Stove’s 
essays is titled “The Intellectual Capacity 
of Women,” and that its first sentence 
reads “I believe that the intellectual 
capacity of women is on the whole inferior 
to that of men,” you will understand that 
David Stove was not a man who shied 
away from controversy. His work proba- 
bly requires a trigger warning on today’s 
campuses, but that is just one more reason 
it is worth reading. 

Mr. Kimball is the publisher of Encounter 
Books and the editor of The New Criterion. 



John J. Miller 

The Conservative Intellectual 
Movement in America since 1 945, 

by George H. Nash (ISI, 660 pp., $25) 

M eeting Russell Kirk was 
one of the great thrills of 
my early life as a conserva- 
tive. I’d signed up for a 
weekend for college students at Kirk’s 
home in Mecosta, Mich., sponsored by the 
Intercollegiate Studies Institute. We heard 
lectures on Edmund Burke, walked in the 
woods, and listened to ghost stories by 
candlelight. Kirk signed my copy of The 
ConservativeMind . 

The most important moment for me 
took place when Kirk held up a book with 
a blue jacket. “All of you must read this,” 
he said. It was The Conservative Intel 
lectualMovementinAmericasincel 945 
The author, George H. Nash, was sitting 
next to me. When I got back to the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, I checked out a copy 
from the library and read it cover to cover. 

Up to then, I had not really understood 
why conservatives argued with one 
another so much. Wasn’t it enough to 
fight the schemes of the Left? Couldn’t 
the traditionalists, libertarians, and neo- 
conservatives just get along? Nash ex- 
plained it all: the origins of their ideas, 
the major personalities behind them, and 
why they so often seemed to clash. And 
when I started to hear conservatives 
make their in-group references to imma- 
nentizing the eschaton, I actually knew 
what they meant. 



I also discovered that I was an instinc- 
tive fusionist: a disciple of Frank S. Meyer 
and his school of ecumenical conser- 
vatism. It recognizes divisions on the right 
but seeks to make common cause as we 
struggle against the progressives who 
insist that it’s possible to create heaven on 
earth — i.e., the Utopians who strive to 
immanentize the eschaton. 

Today, Nash is a friend. A quarter cen- 
tury ago, his book was a revelation. 




Elliott Abrams 



Darkness at Noon, by Arthur Koestler 
(Scribner, 288 pp., $16) 

I T was in 1970 that, as a graduate 
student in London, I read Darkness 
atNoon . Of course I’d heard of the 
book and knew it had something to 
do with Russia and Stalin. But I was 
unprepared for the brilliance and depth of 
its understanding of human nature and 
political change. 

College had left me with the knowledge 
that categories such as “good” and “bad” 
governments were far more complex 
than they seemed and often ambiguous. 
In developing societies, was corruption 
plain bad — or a sign of movement away 
from tribal loyalties toward a market 
economy? When was it defensible and in 
fact essential for a democracy to violate 
constitutional rights to crush a new move- 
ment, such as Nazism, that seemed likely 
to end democracy entirely? 

There were many answers to these 
questions. But the Stalinist period and the 
Soviet system seemed so purely evil as to 
be incomprehensible: How could sane 
men commit such vast crimes, decade 
after decade? How could a Party that pro- 
claimed its responsibilities to History and 
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the improvement of Man maintain the 
loyalties even of those whom it was 
crushing mercilessly? 

And then I read Koestler. Darknessat 
Noon explained how it was possible for 
loyalties to deepen precisely as the crimes 
expanded — for only the deepest commit- 
ment to the Party’s promise of Tomorrow 
could possibly justify the evil it was 
committing. And of course as years and 
decades went by, to have confronted any 
part of the truth would have meant that 
the official’s life in the Party was mon- 
strous and evil itself; so the requirements 
of sanity and the desire to avoid suicide 
led back to believing in the Party again. 

For mere Party members (including 
those in the West), not up to their necks 
in blood, it was still the case that any 
crime could be excused or denied to keep 
the faith intact and to give meaning to 
their lives. 

Sixty years after Koestler wrote his 
masterpiece, Natan Sharansky (once a 
prisoner in the Soviet Gulag himself) 
described in his book The Case for 
Democracy how in “fear societies” (as 
opposed to free ones) the mass of people 
engage in “doublethink” to survive: They 
know what they have been taught and 
must say publicly, but what they actually 
think is very different. Over time and in 
the face of reality, the number of double- 
thinkers will increase while the number of 
true believers diminishes, a phenomenon 
we saw in the Soviet Union and see now 
in China. This gives hope for change. 

But there are always tme behevers, ready 
to commit and to justify any act of bar- 
barism in the name of the movement, the 
Party, or the Leader. What Koestler ex- 
plained was not only that they existed and 
would always exist, but that reality would 
lead them to deepen their commitments 
because in no other way could they justify 
their lives. The ends justified the means 
because nothing else possibly could. 

The lesson was clear enough: The evil 
and inhumanity embodied by Commu- 
nism had to be fought; it would not col- 
lapse of its own weight, nor would it 
lack for new generations of acolytes 
with thumbscrews. 

And it was clear that only the United 
States had the resources to lead a military 
and political battle such as this success- 
fully. Two years later, I was volunteering 
for the presidential campaign of Senator 
Henry M. “Scoop” Jackson, and then join- 



ing his staff, and then Pat Moynihan’s, and 
then Ronald Reagan’s. No single volume 
pointed me that way, and by the mid 
1970s Solzhenitsyn’s GulagArchipelago 
had also appeared, but Koestler ’s in- 
sights into the Stalinist system have 
never been surpassed. 



Mr. Abrams is the senior feiiow for Middie 
Eastern studies at the Councii on Foreign 
Reiations and the author of Tested by Zion: 
The Bush Administration and the 
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. 




Garry Kasparov 



Homage to Catalonia, by George Orwell 
(a number of editions in print) 

I MIGHT hurt my reputation by say- 
ing I don’t recall exactly when I 
read George Orwell’s Homage to 
Catalonia, but I remember the 
impact it had on me very well. I am sure 
it was at the end of the 1980s, because I 
read it in Russian and such books had 
been banned in the USSR before pere- 
stroika. This was the moment in which 
Mikhail Gorbachev was desperately try- 
ing to save the Soviet Union by promising 
“socialism with a human face.” My reply 
at the time was that Frankenstein’s mon- 
ster also had a human face, and Orwell’s 
book did much to clarify this for me. The 
book also has many memorable lines, 
such as “There are occasions when it pays 
better to fight and be beaten than not to 
fight at all.” 

I was raised in a family of skeptics in 
Baku, so I had few illusions about the 
Soviet leadership. But the “good Lenin, 
bad Stalin” mindset was still pervasive, 
with its fairy tale that Communism could, 
with the right adjustments, be cleaned up 
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and made to work for the people. Homage 
to Catalonia detailed how the USSR 
sabotaged its supposed socialist allies 
before and during the Spanish Civil War 
(1936-39). The viciousness of the betray- 
al — fighting harder against the Catalan 
Left than against Franco and thereby 
guaranteeing the Fascist victory — ^made it 
clear that Soviet socialism was about 
power alone. Orwell, fighting for the 
doomed Republican volunteers and near- 
ly dying for the cause, showed keen intu- 
ition in analyzing the brutally cynical 
reality of the USSR — intuition that was 
confirmed when some of the Soviet 
archives were opened in the 1990s. 

The horrific details of TheGulagArchi 
pelago, the ingenious allegories of Ani 
mal Farm and 1984, and the heroic 
storytelling of ForWhomtheBellTolls all 
deserve honorable mentions in my de- 
velopment. But it was Catalonia's, first- 
person nonfiction that confirmed to me 
that the Communist system was designed 
from the start not to bring liberation to the 
masses but to establish totalitarian domi- 
nation. It couldn’t be reformed or human- 
ized; it had to be destroyed. 



Mr. Kasparov, chairman of the New 
York-based Human Rights Foundation, 
is the author of Winter Is Conning: 

Why Vladimir Putin and the Enemies of the 
Free World Must Be Stopped. 

Natan Sharansky 

“Reflections on Progress, Coexistence, 
and Intellectual Freedom,'' 

an essay by Andrei Sakharov 

T here were many books that 
moved me during my years as 
a dissident and political pris- 
oner in the Soviet Union. As a 
student I read Leon Uris’s Exodus, which 
connected me to the Jewish people and its 
thousands of years of history. In prison, 
waiting for my trial, I devoured the clas- 
sics, from Antigone and Xenophon’s 
writings on Socrates to Hamlet and Don 
Quixote, which together gave me solace 
in the knowledge that men of all ages had 
faced the struggles I faced, and con- 
quered their earthly fears in the name of 
higher principles. 

Yet the work that most influenced my 
thinking and my life course was an essay. 



the first written and circulated by prized 
scientist Andrei Sakharov in his journey 
from loyal Soviet citizen to outspoken 
critic of the regime. When this essay began 
circulating in the underground of the 
Moscow intelligentsia during the sum- 
mer of 1968, I was myself a student in 
Russia’s premier scientific academy, a rare 
accomplishment for a Jew. There we were 
encouraged to focus on the “eternal” — ^the 
laws of nature, the ideas of Newton — and 
not to worry about the changing world of 
ideology and politics. As I came increas- 
ingly to question the Communist regime, I 
found myself torn between pursuing a 
prestigious career in silence and openly 
following my conscience. 

Sakharov, for his part, was by then the 
most highly esteemed scientist in the 
Soviet Union, and his essay, titled “Re- 



Sakharov argued that 
there could be no sci- 
entific advancement 
without freedom 
of thought. 



flections on Progress, Coexistence, and 
Intellectual Freedom,” sent shock waves 
through our community. In it, he argued 
that there could be no scientific advance- 
ment without freedom of thought, and 
that the free world had in fact paved the 
way for everything Soviet scientists had 
accomplished — that we were merely 
skiers following in others’ tracks. It is 
hard to overstate how daring these words 
were at the time, and how electrifying 
their pronouncement. Here was someone 
at the pinnacle of our profession who 
could no longer hold his tongue about 
Soviet repression, and who was willing to 
risk everything to say what he believed. 

Reading Sakharov’s words, I realized 
that there was no future for the Communist 
system or its science. Even more impor- 
tant, his example showed me — and thou- 
sands hke me — ^the triumph of truth over 
worldly success and even survival. He 
reminded us that the real eternal value is 
inner freedom, and helped us feel the exhil- 
aration and deep relief of someone who 
had at last become free. 

Mr Sharansky is an israeii author, poiitician, 
and human-rights activist who spent nine 
years in Soviet prisons. 



William Voegeli 

Up in the Old Hotel, by Joseph Mitcheii 
(Vintage, 736 pp., $18) 

W HEN the oldest, most 
important conservative 
publication asks a con- 
servative writer to name 
a book that has influenced him, the 
implied preference is for a book about 
politics. I’m impressed, though, by 
something anti-political that William F. 
Buckley Jr. said at the dinner celebrating 
National Review’s tenth anniversary: 
“I curse this century above all things 
for its having given all sentient beings 
very little alternative than to occupy 
themselves with politics.” This neces- 
sity frustrated “the homelier, and head- 
ier, pleasure of duty and restraint, of 
order and peace, of self-discipline and 
self-cultivation.” The idea that the 
space needed for a life well lived is 
made possible by politics, but that 
such a life is not necessarily devoted 
to politics, aligns with an observation 
Buckley sometimes quoted: Harold 
Nicolson, the English diplomat and 
writer, said that 99 people out of 100 
are interesting . . . and the 100th, by 
virtue of being so unusual, is also kind 
of interesting. 

A book that captures and conveys 
the sense that each of us has a walk-on 
role in many movies but is the star of 
our own smash hit is Up in the Old 
Hotel, by Joseph Mitchell. Published 
in 1992, four years before the author’s 
death at the age of 87, Hotel gathers 
Mitchell’s New Yorker articles from 
the 1930s through the 1960s. It por- 
trays mid-century New York City from 
the bottom up and the middle out: 
street preachers, high-rise-construction 
workers, diner proprietors, and the 
man whose job title in the Bureau of 
Marine Fisheries of the New York 
State Conservation Department is 
Shellfish Protector. 

With straightforward but beautifully 
measured language, Mitchell tells each 
one’s story, imparting no political or 
moral lesson other than that everyone 
has a story. But that’s a profound les- 
son. The people we meet in Upinthe 
Old Hotel remind us that the crucial 
part of adhering to the ancient impera- 
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tive to know thyself is to remember 
that we dwell among other selves, who 
live and see their lives from the inside 
out. We owe it, both to them and to the 
aspiration to be “people on whom noth- 
ing is lost,” in Henry James’s phrase, 
to try to understand others’ lives from 
the outside in. 

Joseph Mitchell had a story of his 
own. He seems to have been more con- 
fident that his subjects’ tales were 
worth writing than that they would be 
considered worth reading. A recent 
biography makes clear that Mitchell 
was not bashful about polishing quotes 
and presenting composite characters. 
When the extravagantly eccentric Joe 
Gould, the subject of his final story, 
turned out to be a fraud, Mitchell 
developed one of history’s most fa- 
mous cases of writer’s block, going to 
the New Yorker office every workday 
for 30 years, but never turning in 
another piece. If one moral of his story 
is that Mitchell turned out to be a better 
writer than reporter, a more important 
one is that getting at certain truths 
requires going around rather than 
through the facts. 



Mr. Voegeli is a senior editor of the Claremont 
Review of Books and the author of The Pity 
Party: A Mean-Spirited Diatribe against 
Liberal Compassion. 




Armond White 



Nashville, directed by Robert Altman 

C oincident with my under- 
graduate introduction to 
John Dos Passos’s U.S.A. 
trilogy. Ragtime, by E. L. 
Doctorow, appeared. Both represented 



an idea of the Great American Novel — a 
work that encompassed true local expe- 
rience and national self-awareness. But 
also coincidentally, Robert Altman’s 
Nashville premiered that same year, 
1975. Thus, the Great American Movie 
laid waste to the notion of the Great 
American Novel. 

I’d been prepared for Nashville by 
Altman’s California Split from the 
previous year. I was 21, discovering 
people from outside my native environ- 
ment of various family and neighbor- 
hood events and college-life encounters 
(and pondering how I did or did not fit 
in). California Split roiling low-life 
atmosphere opened my eyes to epluribus 
unum\ its view of transient relation- 
ships confirmed my most sober exis- 
tential suspicions. In Nashville, Altman 
expanded that awareness. Neither Dos 
Passos nor Doctorow had anything on 
Altman’s insight into America’s multi- 
plicity — from humorous happenstance 
to devastating tragedy. The film’s 24 
characters set a precedent, but it’s the 
singularity of each (Altman’s consis- 
tent theme of the individual within the 
community) that impressed. The film’s 
narrative clarity was amazing and 
insightful. As a moral and political way 
to look at the world, only D. W. Griffith’s 
four-part, global 1916 film Intolerance 
was comparable. 

Nashville'^ country-music setting 
provided a folkloric metric alongside 
the aesthetic breakthroughs of Altman’s 
wide-screen, all-encompassing imagery 
and his multi track sound recording. 
(Every character has a distinct voice, 
updating the classic Greek chorus with 
an American chorus of autonomous 
members.) No other literary or audio- 
visual work is more vivifying. The 
film’s opening song, “(We Must Be 
Doing Something Right to Last) 200 
Years,” wasn’t just a pre-bicentennial 
jape; it also anticipated post-9/11 dol- 
drums — the same genuine cynicism as 
the film’s closing song, “It Don’t 
Worry Me.” 

Keeping multifarious America bal- 
anced was Nashville's, primary les- 
son — a life lesson I find useful today. 
When the film’s central figure, singer 
Barbara Jean (Ronee Blakley), recov- 
ered from a nervous breakdown, was 
shown reading Eaulkner’s Light in 
August, it was all a literary film-lover 
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needed to confirm that Nashville was, 
indeed, the masterpiece that explained 
what the U.S., as social experiment and 
everyday Calvary, was all about. 



Mr. White, a film critic for National Review 
Online, received the American Book 
Awards’ Anti-Censorship Award. He is the 
author of The Resistance: Ten Years of Pop 
Culture That Shook the World and the 
forthcoming What We Don’t Talk about 
When We Talk about the Movies. 
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Wilfred M. McClay 

The Leopard, by Giuseppe Tomasi 
di Lampedusa (Pantheon, 336 pp., $16) 

D uring my time as a graduate 
student in history at Johns 
Hopkins, I was fortunate 
enough to get to know the 
historian John Lukacs, whose splendid 
(and still underappreciated) book 
Historical Consciousness , among his 
many other writings, served as a powerful 
antidote to the regnant diseases of mod- 
ern historiography. It would be entirely 
appropriate to single out that book 
here, both because of its influence on 
me and because I am confident that its 
value will endure. But the greatest of 
Lukacs’s gifts to me was his urgent 
recommendation that I read Giuseppe 
Tomasi di Lampedusa’s elegant novel, 
IlGattopardo , or TheLeopard . I took his 
advice and have been the better for it ever 
since. As my friends can attest, I evange- 
lize for the book all the time — and for 
the beautiful and remarkably faithful 
Visconti-directed film based on the 
book — and I even keep a small stack of 
paperback copies in my office to hand 
out to interested students. 



TheLeopard tells the story of a Sicilian 
aristocrat living at the time of the 
Risorgimento who finds himself engulfed 
by the tides of history, and it records in 
vivid detail his shrewd responses to those 
tides, along with his pessimism and his 
honest distaste for much of what that his- 
tory was forcing him to accommodate. It 
is a Tocquevillean novel, descriptive of a 
Tocquevillean moment, one of those great 
historical junctures at which one social 
order gives way to another and every man 
and woman must figure out an honorable 
way forward through the chaos and un- 
charted territory of a brave new world, 
with its new slogans, new possibilities, 
new terrors, and new hypocrisies. Lampe- 
dusa wrote nothing else of similar scope, 
and TheLeopard was not published until 
a year after his death. Yet this single novel 
is perfectly realized, with exquisite de- 
scription, penetrating social analysis, and 
refined, haunting meditations on the 
human condition. It is a book every con- 
servative should read, and ponder. 



Mr. McCiay holds the G. T. and Libby 
Blankenship Chair in the History of Liberty 
at the University of Oklahoma. 
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David Gelernter 



Nemesis, by Philip Roth 
(Vintage, 304 pp., $15.95) 

P hilip Roth’s short novel 
Nemesis appeared in 2010 
and was widely praised, in 
ways that mainly missed a 
central point. 

Roth says it is his last novel. Its parts 
fit together more beautifully than do 
those in any previous Roth work. 
(Usually Roth gives the impression of 



starting with people and ambience and 
concocting a plot as he goes along.) 

But the most compelling thing about 
Nemesis is how Roth, an aggressive 
atheist, has written a masterpiece of that 
most Jewish of all genres, the argument 
with God. 

He has dedicated his career to insist- 
ing that he is a social Jew, a secular 
Zionist. He never claimed to know any- 
thing about Judaism except that it was 
ridiculous. In his early career, he pub- 
lished novels that offended practicing 
Jews of every stripe. 

In this last novel, the hero is not terri- 
bly bright, not witty, trained as a phys-ed 
teacher; obsessed with doing what is good 
and right. For Roth in his old age, that 

Roth, an aggressive 
atheist, has written 
a masterpiece of that 
most Jewish of all 
genres, the argument 
with God. 

obsession is Judaism. In the summer of 
1944, there is a polio epidemic in Newark. 
The hero is torn between joining his 
fiancee in the healthy mountains or stay- 
ing with the playground boys he supervis- 
es in “equatorial Newark,” where it is hot 
and dangerous — and the young boys in 
his charge are starting to catch polio and, 
in some cases, die. He joins his fiancee 
but hates himself, and imposes on him- 
self an awful penance. He spends the rest 
of his life alone, stmggling with God nearly 
hand to hand, a violent grudge match. To 
cripple innocent children? To kill inno- 
cent children? That is God’s justice? There 
is a related argument in the Talmud in 
which God’s response to these questions is 
“Silence! Thathasoccurredtome. ” 

Roth brought at last to the religious 
question, Roth unable to leave God 
alone no matter how many times he has 
insisted that there is no God, Roth con- 
fronting, in a movingly beautiful way, 
the same question that Jonah and Job 
and Abraham confronted, Philip “Port- 
noy” Roth, is an awe-striking moment 
in modern literary history. 



Mr. Gelernter is a professor of computer 
science at Yale University and a contribut- 
ing editor of The Weekly Standard. 
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Brad Thor 

Great Expectations, by Charles Dickens 
(a number of editions in print) 

C HOOSING one book that has 
had the greatest impact on me 
is no easy task. I read all the 
time, and many books have 
profoundly shaped who I am. In fact, as I 
write this, I am halfway through Beyond 
Bandof Brothers: The WarMemoirsof 
Major Dick Winters , which is fantastic 
and has me looking at my own life in 
ways I never before imagined. 

The book that has had the greatest 
impact on me, though, is GreatEjpee 
tations, by Charles Dickens. Simply put: 
I love this book and it has resonated with 
me for decades: the characters, the lessons 
about human nature, and — ^believe it or 
not — even the lessons about business. 

Those business lessons, in fact, played 
into my decision to move my family from 
Chicago to Nashville. Capital, as Dickens 
so wisely wrote, is “portable property.” It 
also represents freedom; the freedom to 
choose what you want to do, where you 
want to do it, and how you want to live 
your life. 

GreatExpectations is a wonderful novel 
packed with insight, laughter, joy, deceit, 
and consequence, all wrapped up with 
amazing and, I dare say, timeless, wis - 
dom — of which, two lines are worth 
sharing here. The first is a reminder about 
summoning courage to do the right thing: 
“In a word, I was too cowardly to do what I 
knew to be right, as I had been too cowardly 
to avoid doing what I knew to be wrong.” 
The second is about avoiding deception: 
“Take nothing on its looks; take every- 
thing on evidence. There’s no better rule.” 



Mr. Thor’s most recent novei is Code 
of Conduct. 



P. J. O’Rourke 



Lord of the Flies, by Wiiiiam Goiding 
(a number of editions in print) 

I READ LordoftheElies in the early 
1960s, when I was about 15. The 
story of marooned schoolboys did 
not, at the time, have a beneficial 
effect on my thinking. I was irked and 
bored by Ralph, the Eagle Scout-y 
exemplar of the political-leadership type. 
I felt the same contempt for Piggy, the 
symbolic intellectual, as his fellows did. 
I liked Jack and his Beast-propitiating 
tribe of colorful pig hunters. 

Thus it’s no surprise that, later in the 
1960s, I joined the chanting, dancing, 
face-painting, “Off the Capitalist Pig” 
primitivists of the counterculture. 

But this turned out to be, in life as in lit- 
erature, less fun and more scary than it was 
meant to be. The pig head on a stake began 
to smell, the way hippies did, and attract 

The Jacks of the 
counterculture turned 
out to be not- very- 
nice people. 

vermin, like Charles Manson. The Jacks of 
the counterculture — ^the Mark Rudds, the 
Bemardine Dohms, the Bill Ayerses, even 
the Abbie Hoffmans — turned out to be 
not- very-nice people. 

And then, on March 6, 1970, some of 
those not-very-nice people blew them- 
selves up. They’d been trying to build a 
bomb in a townhouse on West 11th Street 
in Greenwich Village. The bomb was 
packed with nails and was going to be 
detonated at a dance for enlisted per- 
sonnel at Fort Dix, N.J. 

I went to New York and stood outside 
the police tape around the rubble at 18 
West 11th — realizing, a little late, what 
LordoftheElies was about. 

The structure of civilization is as fragile 
as was the structure of that beautiful Greek 
Revival townhouse built in 1845. Built, 
incidentally, not by a political-leader Ralph 
or an intellectual Piggy, much less by any 
Jack-red-in-tooth-and-claw. It was built by 
Charles E. Merrill, founder of Merrill Lynch. 

Mr. O’Rourke, a poiiticai satirist, is the H. L. 
Mencken Research Feiiow at the Cato 
institute and a writer for The Weekly Standard. 
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Text 



Forward to 
The Future 

ROSS DOUTHAT 

L ate last month, American pop 
culture celebrated ‘ ‘B ack to the 
FutureDay’ ’ — markingthedate, 

1 0/2 1/20 1 5 ,towhichMartyMc- 
FlyleapsforwardfromtheReagan’SOsin 
BacktotheFuturePartll 
It was a slightly daft commemora- 
tionofapleasantbuthardlymemorable 
sequel, and it felt almost like a way for 
people not tocometogripswiththemost 
striking thing about Backto the Future ’s 
30th anniversary: that we ’re now as far 
from the Reagan 1980s as the teenage 
Marty was from his parents ’1950s, and 
yet the gulf of years separating us from 
1985 feelsfarnarrowerthanthedistance 
fromtheEisenhowererathattheoriginal 
filmusedtosuchgreateffect. 

The power of the first Back to the 
Future dependednotjuston an arbitrary 
30-yearperiod, thatis, butonhowradi- 
cally Americahad changed across those 
decades iMarty ’ sadolescenceandhispar- 
ents ’ courtship lay on opposite sides of 
(amongmany otherthings)rock ’ n’roll, 
ci vilrights , Vietnam, the sexualre volu- 
tion,drugculture,themoonlanding/em- 
inism,theapocalyptic’70s,and,finally, 
theconservativetumthatmadethismag- 
azine ’ s30thanniversary ahappy one. 

Whereas if you remade Back to the 
Future nowandsentMartinaMcFlyback 
to’ 85,youwouldhavealoto5okesabout 
life without the iPhone, some shocking 
shoulderpads,andsomesortof ‘comic” 
critique of Reagan-era unenlightenment 
onsame-sexmarriage.Butyouwouldn’t 
have the sense of visiting a past that’s 
actuallyanothercountry. 

Since N ational Review spans the 
samebOyearsastheMcFly-familysaga, 
Backto the Future offers ausefulprism 
throughwhichtoviewoursituationasthe 
magazinetums(ayouthful)60.ForNR’s 
first30years,thehistorythatWilliamF. 
BuckleyJr.wantedtostandathwartoften 
proceededatabreakneckpace.Butdur- 
ing its second 30, and especially since 
I Communism’sfalftherehasbeenagen- 
eral slowing, a sense of drift and repeti- 
I tion, a feeling that American society is 
1 somehowstuckinplace. 



In the economic realm, what Tyler 
Co wenhas calledour ‘ ‘great stagnation’ ’ 
canbequantified — inslowwagegrowth, 
slow productivity growth, below- 
replacementfertihtyrates,slowingratesof 
innovationinnon-SiliconValleysectors. 

But it’s readily apparent in non- 
quantifiableareasaswell.Inourpolitics, 
where gridlock and dysfunction are the 
order of the day, and the battle lines 
established by Reagan’s revolution still 
define the partisan divide. In our social 
arguments, where we’re still having 
wrestling matches — over abortion, ro 
mance and casual sex, feminism and 
work-lifebalance, race andcrime — that 




the revolutions of the 1 960s ushered in. 
(Only on homosexuality has there been 
dramaticchange.)Inourreligiouscontro- 
versies, where the bold, fresh, exciting 
pontificate of Francis has revealed that 
WestemChristiansareready . . . tohave 
exactly the same theological debates we 
hadinl975. 

And then there ’ s pop culture itself. In 
the original Back to the Future , Marty 
McFly invadedhisfather ’ s sleepdressed 
as“DarthVaderfromtheplanetVulcan.” 
Thirtyyearslater,thebiggestblockbuster 
of 20 1 5 promises to be about . . . Darth 
Vader’sgrandchildren.Itwillbedirected 
by afilmmakerwho ’ scomingoffreboot- 
ing... StarT rek Andthewidercinematic 
landscapeisdefinedby . . .therecy cling 
of comic-book properties developed be 
tweenthe 1 940sandthe 1970s. 

Even fashion shows a similar repeti- 
tion, as Kurt Anderson pointed out in 
Vanity Fair severalyearsago: 

Not long ago ... I came across an 
archivalphotographoflanSchragerand 
SteveRubellwithadozenoftheiryoung 
staff atMorgans, the t/r-boutique hotel, 



in 1985. It was an epiphany. Schrager ’s 
dressshirthadnocollarandsomeofthe 
hair on his male employees was a bit 
unf ashionably fluffy, but no one in the 
picturelooksobviouslylaughablydated 
bytoday ’ sstandards ....Yetif ini 990or 
1980orl970,you’ dexaminedacompa- 
rablepicturefrom27yearsearlier — from 
1 963 and 1953 and 1943 ,respecti vely — 
it would be a glimpse back into an un 
mistakablydifferentworld. 

GlobalpoliticssincetheColdWarfeels 
stagnantaswell.Wemighthaveexpected 
that by now we ’ d be locked in a race 
withChinaorJapantocolonizeMars — 
if, thatis, we weren’t recovering from 
theEugenicsWarsthattheoriginal Star 
Trek expected to arrive sometime in the 
1 990s .Instead,we ’ redealingwithissues 
(from an aggressive Russia to, yes, 
Libyan-linked terroristgroupsXhaMarty 
and “Doc’Brownwouldrecognizeimme- 
diately.(Thoughinfaimess,wedomake 
movies about colonizing Mars, and the 
specialeffectsareexcellent . ) 

Thewordforthiskindofcivilizational 
situation is “decadence.” Not the deca- 
denceofpuredebauchery — there’s some 
ofthatavailabletoday,butpublicmorals 
in the West probably hit bottom in the 
1 97 Os,notinourowneraofstagnation. 

Rather it’s decadence as defined by 
JacquesBarzun: 

AllthatismeantbyDecadencds“falling 
off”. . .Theformsof artasoflifeseem 
exhausted, the stages of development 
havebeenrunthrough.Institutionsfunc- 
tionpainfully. Repetition andfrustration 
aretheintolerableresult. 

B arzun wrote these words in the late 
1 990s ; today it’shardtoimagineabetter 
distillationofoursituation.And pace the 
doomsayers, decadent periods need not 
give way swiftly to declines and falls: 
Theycanlast — especiallyinasocietypro- 
tectedbyoceansfromthemassmigrations 
presentlyyankingadecadentEuropeback 
into history — for generations , until some 
external threat or internal revival finally 
ushersinadifferent,moredynamicage. 

Which suggests an irony for Western 
and particularly for American conserva- 
tives.Inalessdecadentera,ourforefa- 
thershopedtostopthemarchofhistory,to 
redirectitsrushingcourse.InomeraJiis- 
toryseemstohaveslowedtoadepressing, 
repetitiouscrawl,anditmightbeourmis- 
siontostartitmovingonceagain. 
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